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Change of Basic Subjects in DC Edition 17,

(Impact of CC on DC. 3. For 2 of this Series see An lib sc.
9; 1962; Paper U).

(Classification problems. 35).

P Jayarajan, Research Assistant to the National Research Professor
in Library Science, DTRC, Bangalore 3.

[Out of the 746 reallocations of subjects made in DC
Ed 17 (1965), 140 reallocations involve change in Basic
Subject. These changes are of the following four kinds:
(1) Change of Basic Subjects with new Basic Subject
being same as in CC; (2) Change of Basic Subjects
originally same as in CC, to some other Basic Subjects;
(3) Change of Basic Subjects which are not in conformity
with CC, either in DC Ed 16 or in DC Ed 17; and
(4) Compound Subjects usually occurring in articles
in periodicals. Out of the changes made in DC Ed 16
(1958) and DC Ed 17 (1965), 153 Compound Subjects
have the Basic Subjects same as in CC. Some of the
inappropriate assignments of Basic Subjects are per-
haps due to the absence of explicitly stated guiding
principks in DC).

1 Change of Basic Subject in DC Ed 16 (1958)

In 1961, Guha and others (3), of a Working Party of the
Library Research Circle (Delhi), studied the impact of CC on
DC Ed 16 (1958), in the reallocation of Compound Subjects
from one Basic Subject to another. In this study, it was found
that the Basic Subjects of 150 Compound Subjects enumerated
in DC Ed 14 (1942), had been changed in DC Ed 16 (1958). Of
these, 55 Compound Subjects had been transferred from one
Basic Subject to another; 38 new Basic Subjects were the same
as those in CC. 87 Compound Subjects enumerated in two or
more Basic Subjects had been brought into a single Basic Subject;
of these,-76 new Basic Subjects were the same as those in CC.
And 8 Compound Subjects which were shown in a single Basic
subject, had been sprcad over two or more Basic Subjects
in DC Ed '16.
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2 Changes Made in DC Ed 17 (1965)
According to its Editor (1), DC Ed 17 (1965) has made

746 changes from DC Ed 16 (1958). Of these, 140 Compound
Subjects had been transferred from one Basic Subject to another.
These changes are of the following kinds:—

| Change of Basic Subjects with the new Basic Subject
being the same as in CC;

2 Change of Basic Subjects that were originally the same
as in CC, to some other Basic Subjects;

3 Change of Basic Subjects that have no conformity with
CC either in DC Ed 16 or in DC Ed 17; and

4 Change of Buasic Subjects of Compound Subjects usually
occurring in articles in periodicals.

3 New Basic Subject Same as in CC

Out of the 140 Compound Subjects involving change in
Basic Subijects, 39 have their new Basic Subjects same as those
in CC. Thus, these changes in DC are likely to be due to the
impact of CC. In the table given in Annexure 1, Col ! gives
the list of Compound Subjects in DC Ed 17 whose Basic Sub-
jects have been changed; Col 2, 3. and 4 give the Basic Subjects
in DC Ed 16, DC Ed 17, and in CC Ed 6 respectively.

31  ANNOTATION

| The maximum number of changes in Basic Subject—
that is, nearly 25 per cent —comes in the Main Subject * 130
Pseudo and Para Psychology ™ of DC Ed 16. Of the 10 Com-
pound Subjects, 8 have their new Basic Subject in * 150 Psychology™
and 2 are placed in the Basic Subject ** 610 Medicine ™.

2 Basic Subjects of 4 Compound Subjects going with the
Main Subject 370 Education” have been changed to * 330
Economics ™', ** 020 Library Science”, * 069 Museums”, and
*790 Recreation ™.

3 Basic Subjects of 3 Compound Subjects going with the
Main Subject “ 020 Library Science ” in DC Ed 16 have been
changed to " 720 Architecture , ** 370 Education ”, “'65] Office
Services .

4 Basic Subjects of 3 Compound Subjects going with the
Main Subject * 330 Economics ™ have been changed to * 619
Medical Sciences ™ and ‘" 370 Education ”.

5 The following table shows the number of other changes
in Basic Subjects of Compound Subjects going with different
Main Subjects.
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Main Subject in DC Ed 17 Number of Changes

000 Generalilies

010 Bibliography und catalogue
320 Political science

350 Public administration

390 Customs and folkiore

520 Astronomy and allied sciences
550 Earth sciences

610 Medical sciences

620 Engineering

630 Agriculture and agricultural industries
640 Domestic arts and sciences
670 Manufacture

690 Building

780 Music

790 Recreation

[

o0

ToTAL ..

6 * Occupationzal Ethics ** which was included under ** Form
Divisions " in DC Ed 16 is now brought into the Basic Subject
“170  Ethics ",

7 Taking DC Ed 16 (1958) and DC Ed 17 (1965) together,
the total number of shifting of Compound Subjects same as
that in CC, has been 153.

4 Ol Basic Subjects Same as in CC

Out of the 140 Compound Subjects involving change in
Basic Subjects, 30 had their original Basic Subjects same as that
in CC, but their new Basic Subjects differed from those in CC.
In the teble given in Annexuie 2, Col 1 gives the list of Compound
Subjects in DC Ed 17 whose Basic Subjects have been changed ;
Col 2. 3, and 4 give the Basic Subjects in DC Ed 16, DC Ed 17,
and in CC Ed 6 respectively.

41 ANNOTATION

1 The maximum number of changes of Basic Subjects —
that is, nearly 35 per cent —comes in the Main Subject * 330
Economics ™" of DC Ed 16. Of the 9 Compound Subjects,
4 have their new Basic Subject in ** 350 Public Administration >
in DC Ed 17. These four Compound Subjects concern the Regu-
lation and Control of
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1 Exchange and securities; 3 International trade; and

2 Tax; 4 Production.

As it is evident, these subjects essentizlly concern with the manage-
ment of the economic policies. As such CC and DC Ed 16 had
placed them rightly under the Main Subject * Economics”.
What lcd the Editors of DC Ed 17 to put it under “ 350 Public
Administration ”, is oot evident. DC is vacillating even about
the Basic Subject of different Compound Subjects.

11 The Basic Subjects of 5 other Compound Subjects going
with the Main Subject **330 Economics " in DC Ed 16 have
been changed to 340 Law™, *“*360 Social Welfare ", “ 30|
Sociology ", ** 380 Commerce ’, and ‘* 640 Domestic Arts and
Science . The change of Basic Subject of *‘ Consumer educa-
tion ” from “* 339 Income and Wealth ™ to * 640 Domestic Arts
and Science " does not seem to be appropriate. For, by
* Consumer Education ” is meant ‘the consumption and con-
servation of wealth, particularly national policy about these”.
By taking it to ** 640 Domestic Arts and Science ”’, the denotation
of the subject content is restricted and appears to be not appro-
priate.

2 Basic Subjects of 7 Compound Subjects going with the
Main Subject *“ 370 Education’ have been changed to ** 330
Economics 7, ** 610 Medical Sciences ”’, ** 790 Recreation ”, and
**350 Public Administration ™.

3 Basic Subjects of 4 Compound Subjects going with the
Main Subject ** 020 Library Science” have been changed to
*368 Welfare and Association”, ‘‘ 658 Management”, and
** 637 Accountzncy .

4 The following table shows the number of other changes
in Basic Subjects of Compound Subjects going with different
Main Svbjects:—

Main Subject in DC, Ed 17 ‘ Number of changes

¢

Museum 2
Newspaper and journalism 2
Religion 1
Sociology |
Medicine 2
Agriculture and agricultural industries 1
Recreation 1

ToralL .. 10
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5 No Conformity with CC, Either in DC Ed 16 or in DC Ed 17
Out of the 140 Compound Subjects involving change of
Basic Subjects, 14 have neither the new Basic Subject (that is,
in DC Ed 17) nor the old Basic Subject (that is, in DC Ed 16)
same as in CC. The table in Annexure 3 gives a list ot them.
Col 1 gives the list of Compound Subjects in DC Ed 17 whose
Basic Subjects have been changed; Col 2, 3, and 4 give the Basic
Subjects in DC Ed 16, DC Ed 17, and CC Ed 6 respectively.

51 ANNOTATION

I Tt is evident from the table in Annexure 3, that the
Editors of DC are making wholesale changes in the Class Number
of certain Compound Subjects without any guiding principle.
The doubt is in the very first facet. For example, ** Pre-historic
archaeology ™ was placed in DC Ed 16 undei ™ 570 Anthropo-
logical and Biological Sciences”. But in DC Ed 17 it is placed
under ** 910 General geography ™. It appears to be not a happy
change. For, ** Archaeology ™ should be closer to Biological
Sciences as in DC Ed 16, or more approp iately should be placed
near to ** History ™ as in CC Ed 7; for, ** Archaeology ™ is largely
a * Historic Search for Antiquity ”. In fact, in the forthcoming
Ed 7 of CC * Archaeology ™ will be a Basic Subject with the
Class Number ™ VTI1™

2 The Basic Subject of ** Micro repioduction ™ has beep
changed from " 090 Manuscripts and Book Rarities ™ in DC
Ed 16 to 00l Generalities, Knowledge " in DC Ed 17. This
is again nct a happy change. It should have been taken under,
more appropriately, ** 770 Photography .

3 The Basic Subject for the Compound Subject ** Migration
within a Country ™ has been changed from * 320 Political Science™
to 301 Sociology . Here, it is to be remembered that the
statistical data of ** Migration ™ betongs to * Anthropcgeography™,
while the theory of it bclongs 1o ** Sociology — Demography ™.

4 Similarly, ** Regulation and Contrc) of Insurance Com-
panies ™ and ** Marketing of [nsurance ™ would more appro-
priately go with ** 330 Economics ™ rather than " 350 Public
Administration **  and " 658 Management " respectively.

5 The Basic Subject for the Compound Subject ** Wild life
Conservation ™ appears to be not appropriote either in DC Ed 16
or in DC Ed 17.

6 Compound Subjects Usually Occurring in Articles in Periodicals
DC is largely meant to be a scheme for classification of
subjects contained in books. This was stated to be so by the

Editor, B A Custer, in the following words (2):—
* The latest full edition of DC was prepared as shelf classi-
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fication, which could meet the needs of general libraries of any
size, though not necessarily those of special libraries.. It is
not intended to be used for deep bibliographical analysis ™.
But, out of the 140 Compound Subjects involving change in the
Basic Subjects, studied for the purpose of this paper, nearly
40 subjects seem to be micro subjects — that is, subjects embodied
generally in articles in periodicals or in pamphlets. Here are
a few examples:

1 Union racketeering and gangsterism;

2 Parish office methods;

3 Photo-sepsitive surfaces;

4 Food customs: and

5 School pageants.
However, in recent years, books are appearing on subjects such
as “‘Script writing for motion pictures”, *‘ Television broad-
casting " etc. The forthcoming Ed 7 of €C will make provision
for these subjects.

7 Search for Guiding Principles in Determining Basic Subject
The real problem in the changes in Basic Subjects of some

Compound Subjects, made in DC Ed 17 (1965), appears to be
that there are no explicitly stated guiding principles used by DC
Editors in arriving at the appropriate Basic Subjects. The choice
of a Basic Subject for a Compound Subject should be on the
basis of three factors:—

|  Growth in the universe of subjects;

2 Readers’ approach to the subject; and

3 Maximum satisfaction to the Canon of Helpful Sequence
and to the Five Laws of Library Science.
While fixing the Basic Subject for a Compound Subject, CC takes
the help of these criteria, whenever difficult situation arises. It
will be a great help to the Editors of DC and to the users of DC
if some objective guiding principles are explicitly stated in order
to oblain consistency in the changes made in Basic Subjects of
Compound Subjects and in understanding why these changes
are made.

8 Bibliographical References

1 Sec 2 Custer (B A), Ed. Decimal classification. Ed 17.
1965. Sec 5.133.
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