Brief History

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE INSTITUTE
In the 1920’s, Prasanta Chandra Mahalanobis, then a Professor at Presidency College, Calcutta conducted several studies employing statistical methods with results that vindicated his ideas about the efficacy and possibilities of the emerging science of Statistics. In a meeting on 17th December, 1931 presided by Sir R. N. Mukherjee, the first President of the Institute, the Indian Statistical Institute (ISI) was formally established and Prasanta Chandra Mahalanobis was appointed the honorary Secretary. The Indian Statistical Institute was registered on 28th April, 1932, as a non-government and non-profit distributing learned society under the Societies’ Registration Act No. XXI of 1860. The Institute is now registered under the West Bengal Societies Registration Act XXVI of 1961, amended in 1964. It has the following objects:
(i)
to promote the study and dissemination of knowledge of Statistics, to develop statistical theory and methods, and their use in research and practical applications generally, with special reference to problems of planning for national development and social welfare;

(ii)
to undertake research in various fields of natural and social sciences with a view to the mutual development of Statistics and these sciences;  
(iii)
to provide for, and undertake, the collection of information, investigations, projects, and operational research for purposes of planning and the improvement of efficiency of management and production.
(iv)
To undertake any other ancillary activities in fulfillment of the objectives (i), (ii) and (iii)

The Institute started functioning, initially from a room of the Presidency College, with enduring support from a number of distinguished personalities and devoted scholars in Kolkata. Over the first two decades, which turned out to be a glorious chapter in the annals of Indian science and institution building, the ISI embarked on a series of pioneering programmes involving the application of Statistics in search of solution of the urgent and live problems of the country. Such programmes included innovative projects on sample surveys of yield and land utilisation of crops, socio-economic after-effects of Bengal famine and problems of flood research. These innovations and methodological research have since become classics in Statistics. At the same time, the training of scientific personnel began to grow, which also encouraged high level research and brought into focus the need for publication of the research results, for which Sankhya, the first international journal of the country in Statistics, was founded in 1933.

Apart from the impact made in the world of Statistics, earning for the Institute the patronage of Sir Ronald A. Fisher, the brilliant choice of the area of surveys, their social and national relevance secured for the Institute a pivotal place in the task of nation-building when India became independent.
Led by Professor Mahalanobis and a very able group of younger statisticians including R.C. Bose, S. N. Roy and C. R. Rao the Institute was poised to take on the larger role. 
The 1950s saw the Institute establishing  (i) a full fledged research and training school in Statistics and Probability, with its application in natural and social sciences, (ii) a planning wing entrusted with the formulation of the Second Five-Year Plan of India, (iii) Sankhya, (iv) the National Sample Survey wing engaging in comprehensive socio-economic data collection for the nation, (v) a string of Statistical Quality Control units promoting the quality movement at the industrial centres in the country, (vi) a collaboration with the International Statistical Institute to train Government statisticians from Asia  and  Africa, and (vii) an Electronic Computer Laboratory that was responsible for developing (a) the 1st mechanical hand computing machine, (b) the 1st Analog computer, (c) the 1st Punched Card storing machine and (d) the 1st Solid State Computer in India, to name  some of  the  principal activities. In 1954 Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, the then Prime Minister of India, entrusted Professor Mahalanobis and ISI with the responsibility of preparing the draft Second Five-Year Plan for the country. The draft submitted by Mahalanobis and the planning models formulated by him and his colleagues have since been regarded as major contributions to economic planning in India. In 1956 the Institute installed the first electronic computer in the country. In 1961, the ISI, in collaboration with Jadavpur University, undertook the design, development and fabrication of a fully transistorized digital computer, called ISI-JU-1, which was commissioned in 1966. The Institute, from its formative period till present times, received as guests eminent scientists, some of whom were Nobel Laureates.  Besides Ronald A. Fisher, J.B.S. Haldane and Walter A. Shewhart, the luminaries included Frederic and Irene Julio-Curie, Neils Bohr, A.N. Kolmogorov, P.M.S. Blackett, J.D. Bernal and Joan Robinson.  In recent times, the visit of Amartya K. Sen and Lotfi A. Zadah may be specially mentioned. 
The formal recognition came in December 1959, when Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru piloted in the Parliament the enactment of the Indian Statistical Institute Act of 1959, which designated ISI as an ‘Institution of national importance’. The activities steadily grew, existing interests became more broad-based and a number of science units were created in the interest of live interaction between Statistics and Natural and Social Sciences.  Empowered by the Act to award degrees, the Institute started the B.Stat. and M.Stat. courses.  An excellent library was founded at Kolkata and the Documentation Research and Training Centre began functioning in Bangalore. Other developments in infrastructure also began.
During 1971-72, two decisions of the Government of India produced serious repercussions on the functioning of the ISI. One was de-linking of the Institute from the Perspective Planning Division of the Planning Commission in 1971, while the other was the separation of National Sample Survey from the ISI and its take-over by the Central Government in 1972. Professor Mahalanobis passed away on 28th June, 1972. It was a critical period for the Institute. To overcome the problem, the ISI sought to strike a judicious balance between the individual academic work on truly fundamental problems and the work that called for a greater engagement with the social and economic problems of the country. The members of the Institute, under the Chairmanship of Shri P. N. Haksar, held a Special General Body Meeting on 26th July, 1974 and amended the Memorandum of Association and the Regulations of the Institute, encouraging more inter-disciplinary research and enhancing active participation of the scientists of the ISI in decision-making process of the Institute. The organisational amendments were implemented, with the concurrence of Government of India, in August, 1976. The various research units in natural, social and computer sciences were grouped under a number of scientific Divisions. The present structure of eight divisions has been arrived at through some further changes. Over the next two decades diversity in research thrusts began to grow manifold, with emphasis on Computer Science and application of Statistics in the new areas of research in natural and social sciences and the creation of the two centres at Delhi and Bangalore with full-fledged research and teaching programmes. The Indian Statistical Institute Act of 1959 was amended by the Parliament in 1995 to empower the Institute to award Degrees/Diplomas not only in Statistics, but also in Mathematics, Quantitative Economics, Computer Science and such other subjects related to Statistics as may be determined by the Institute from time to time. Several new courses have also been added since: M. Tech. in Computer Science, M.Tech. in Quality, Reliability and Operations Research, M.S. in Quantitative Economics, B. Math. and M. Math. 

The Institute in its 76th year is proud of its past and present, of the high level of research and applications, of the distinguished alumni spread over many countries. The platinum jubilee of the Institute was observed during December 2006 – December 2007 in a befitting manner, with international conferences, seminars, and lecture series in all relevant disciplines. Work has been initiated to bolster the infrastructure of the Institute. Above all, the occasion marked renewal of the pledge of excellence, with the motto of ‘unity in diversity’, enabling the role of Statistics as a ‘key technology’ to reach new heights.  
In conclusion, a list of the distinguished scientists and statesmen who have served the Institute during the 75 years of its existence in the capacities of President, Chairman or Director is presented. A list of recipients of the honorary D.Sc. degree given by the Institute is also provided. 
Presidents of the Institute
	1
	Shri Rajendra Nath Mookerjee
	1932-35

	2
	Shri E. C. Benthall
	1936-37

	3
	Shri James Reid-Kay
	1938

	4
	Shri Badridas Goenka
	1939-41

	5
	Dr. Nalini Ranjan Sarkar
	1942-43

	6
	Dr. Chintaman D. Deshmukh
	1944-1963

	7
	Shri Y. B. Chavan
	1964-66

	8
	Prof. Satyendra Nath Bose
	1967-75

	9
	Shri Subimal Dutt
	1976-89

	10
	Prof. M.G.K. Menon
	1990-till date 


Chairmen of the Institute
	1
	Shri B. Rama Rao
	1954

	2
	Shri D. N. Mitra
	1955-63

	3
	Shri K. P. S. Menon
	1964-70

	4
	Shri S. C. Roy
	1971

	5
	Dr. Atma Ram
	1972

	6
	Shri. P. N. Haksar
	1973-97

	7
	Dr. Bimal Jalan
	1998-2001

	8
	Dr. N. R. Madhava Menon
	2002-03

	9
	Shri Pranab Mukherjee
	2004-till date


Directors of the Institute
	1
	Prof. P. C. Mahalanobis   
	Dec
	1931 
	-
	June  
	1972

	2
	Prof. C. R. Rao
	July 
	1972
	-
	June  
	1976

	3
	Prof. G. Kallianpur
	July 
	1976
	-
	Sept  
	1978

	4
	Prof. B. P. Adhikari
	Aug 
	1979
	-
	Oct    
	1983

	5
	Prof. Ashok Maitra
	April
	1984
	-
	Jan    
	1987

	6
	Prof. J. K. Ghosh
	Jan 
	1987
	-
	Jan   
	1992

	7
	Prof. B. L. S. Prakasa Rao
	Jun
	1992
	-
	Feb    
	1995

	8
	Prof. S. B. Rao
	July
	1995
	-
	July    
	2000

	9
	Prof. K. B. Sinha
	Aug
	2000
	-
	July   
	2005

	10
	Prof. S. K. Pal
	Aug
	2005
	-
	Till date
	


      List of persons awarded the D.Sc. (Honoris Causa) by the Institute
	February 1962
	Prof. Satyendra Nath Bose, Prof. Ronald A. Fisher, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, Dr. Walter A. Shewhart

	April 1962
	Prof. A. N. Kolmogorov

	May 1965
	Dr. Chintaman Dwarkanath Deshmukh

	December 1974
	Prof. Raj Chandra Bose, Dr. M. V. Keldysh, Prof. Jerzy Neyman

	February 1977
	Prof. Harald Cramer

	February 1978
	Shri Morarji Desai, Prof. L. V. Kantorovich

	December 1989
	Prof. C. R. Rao

	January 2001
	Prof. Gopinath Kallianpur

	February 2004
	Prof. S. R. Srinivasa Varadhan

	March 2006
	Prof. L. A. Zadeh

	December 2006
	Dr. Manmohan Singh
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