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 FIG. 4. Distribution of marriage distances among the Khatik Dhan-
 gars of west-central Maharashtra (redrawn after Majumder and
 Malhotra 1979).

 centers the concentration is high, but in villages they are few
 or absent. The Jains, a religious isolate, also engage in business
 and white-collar work and are unevenly distributed over a
 wide territory-numerous in towns and certain temple places

 and scarce in villages. The Brahmins also have a rather uneven
 distribution; they are chiefly found in towns, big villages, and
 temple towns/villages. Thus these three groups have two things
 in common: relative to the total population of an area, their
 number is rather small, and because of constraints imposed by
 their professions their distribution is uneven. It is, therefore,
 safe to conclude that the multimodal distribution observed for
 these populations is largely due to their heterogeneous dis-
 tribution.

 In the case of Khatik Dhangars, found chiefly in west-central
 Maharashtra, we have fairly accurate knowledge of their
 distribution. They are present in large numbers in big cities
 like Bombay, Poona, and Nasik and considerably less numerous
 in small towns and market villages. In small villages, there may
 occasionally be one or two families, but mostly they are absent.
 This distribution is the result of their traditional occupation
 of meat selling. The observed bimodal distribution reflects the
 fact that in big cities, where their number is fairly large, it is
 often possible for them to select mates locally, but should they
 fail to find mates locally they have to travel long distances
 because Khatik Dhangars are scarce or absent in the inter-
 vening villages.

 In conclusion, we are tempted to predict that in India,
 because of its unique social structure, we are likely to encounter
 more departures from the rule of leptokurtosis and that among
 the Brahmin castes and trading communities we will almost
 certainly observe multimodality in gene dispersion.
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 Selection Intensity in the Sherpas
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 A bio-anthropological survey of fertility, mortality, physique,
 and certain clinical-haematological and blood-polymorphic
 traits was undertaken on the Sherpas of Upper Khumbu
 (10,000-14,000 ft.), Nepal, and of Kalimpong subdivision
 (3,000-7,000 ft.), Darjeeling district, West Bengal, to study
 the nature of altitudinal differences, if any, in this Himalayan
 population. The Sherpas are generally considered to have mi-
 grated from the high-altitude areas of central and eastern Tibet
 to the high altitudes of northeastern Nepal about 500 years ago
 (Oppitz 1974) and thence to the lower altitude of Darjeeling
 district about 200 years ago. Demographic data were collected
 by retrospective methods from 110 households in Upper Khum-
 bu and 250 households in the Kalimpong subdivision. A de-
 tailed description of the population and of the methodology of
 the present study has been presented elsewhere (Gupta 1979).

 Altitudinal variations in fertility and mortality patterns have
 been reported by, among others, Grahn and Kratchman (1963),
 Baker and Dutt (1972), Mazess (1975), and Abelson (1976).
 Such variations with respect to Crow's (1958) selection inten-
 sity, a composite index involving fertility and mortality param-
 eters, have been reported for an Aymara-speaking population
 of Chile and for the Quechua of Peru (Cruz-Coke et al. 1966,
 Garruto and Hoff 1976, Cruz-Coke 1977). Data on selection
 intensity on the two altitudinal subgroups of the Sherpas are
 presented here.

 The index of total selection intensity (I), which measures the
 maximum potential rate of change, assuming that variations in
 mortality and fertility are genetically determined and fitness is
 completely heritable, was computed for the two subgroups
 following Crow's (1958) formula. No test of significance of the
 difference between the two with respect to I was possible. The
 data are presented in table 1. It appears that in the Upper
 Khumbu subgroup, average number of live births per married
 woman aged 45 years and above (X) is 4.53 and its variance

 136 CURRENT ANTHROPOLOGY


	Contents
	p. 135
	p. 136

	Issue Table of Contents
	Current Anthropology, Vol. 21, No. 1 (Feb., 1980) pp. 1-140
	Front Matter [pp. ]
	Pre-Columbian Old World Coins in America: An Examination of the Evidence [and Comments and Reply] [pp. 1-20]
	Social Responses During Severe Food Shortages and Famine [and Comments and Reply] [pp. 21-44]
	Errata [pp. 44]
	The Female Lingam: Interchangeable Symbols and Paradoxical Associations of Hindu Gods and Goddesses [and Comments and Reply] [pp. 45-68]
	Asymmetrical Reciprocity: A Contribution to the Theory of Political Legitimacy [and Comments and Reply] [pp. 69-91]
	Institutions [pp. 91]
	The Icon in Semiotic Theory [pp. 93-95]
	Research Conclusions
	The Socioeconomic System of European Neolithic Populations [pp. 97-100]
	Archaeological Survey of Yemen: The First Season [pp. 101-102]
	Bantu-Cushitic Relations in Northeastern Kenya [pp. 102-103]
	The Shaping of the Exchange Space [pp. 103-105]

	Discussion and Criticism
	On the Anthropology of Symbolic Healing [pp. 107-108]
	On Coca Chewing and the Polycythemia Hypothesis [pp. 108-109]
	On Canine Socket Breadth and Canine Crown Breadth [pp. 109-111]

	Recent Publications [pp. 113-121]
	Current Anthropology Newsletter
	Calendar [pp. 127-128]
	Subsistence Systems as a Measure of Cultural Complexity [pp. 128-129]
	Another Debate on African History? [pp. 129-130]
	More on the Central Asian Paleolithic [pp. 130-131]
	On the Geneticness of Traits: Beyond [pp. 131-132]
	Wanted [pp. 132]
	International Union of Anthropological and Ethnological Sciences [pp. 132-135]
	Gene Dispersion in Man: The Indian Case [pp. 135-136]
	Selection Intensity in the Sherpas [pp. 136-137]
	Wancho Fingerprints [pp. 137-138]
	On the Consolidation of Mud [pp. 138-139]
	Archaeological Evidence for Muscovy Duck in Ecuador [pp. 139-140]
	Our Readers Write [pp. 140]

	Back Matter [pp. ]





