


 TABLE 1

 SELECTION INTENSITY AND ITS COMPONENTS

 DEMOGRAPHIC MEASURES

 POPULATION ALTITUDE X Vf If I SOURCE

 Sherpa
 Upper Khumbu ....... High 4.530 6.150 0.300 0.152 0.498 Present study

 Kalimpong ........... Low 7.440 9.560 0.173 0.206 0.415
 Aymara

 Huallatire ........,.High 7.30 9.89 0.185 1.178 1.581 Cruz-Coke et al. (1966)
 Bele'n .........,... Medium 5.82 6.95 0.205 0.360 0.638
 Arica ................ Low 4.34 8.53 0.453 0.146 0.665

 Quechua

 Nufioa ......,... High 6.7 9.0 0.200 0.522 0.827 Garruto and Hoff (1976)

 (Vf) is 6.15. The total number of live births to women of all
 ages and the total number of premature deaths are 333 and 44,

 respectively, so that the proportion of premature deaths (Pd) iS
 13.21%. In the Kalimpong subgroup, X is 7.44 and its variance
 is 9.56; the total number of live births to the women of all ages

 is 1,186, the total number of premature deaths is 203, and pd
 is 17.12%. The index of total selection intensity computed from
 these data is 0.498 in the Upper Khumbu subgroup and 0.415

 in the Kalimpong subgroup, Im and If being 0.152 and 0.300,
 respectively, in the former, and 0.206 and 0.173, respectively,
 in the latter group.

 It will be apparent from table 1 that the fertility component
 is higher and the mortality component lower in the Upper
 Khumbu than in the Kalimpong subgroup. This is unlike the
 situation in other high-altitude areas, for instance, in Latin
 America (Cruz-Coke et al. 1966, Garruto and Hoff 1976, Cruz-
 Coke 1977), where selection operates mainly through mortality

 (i.e., Im is higher than If).
 The index of total selection intensity in both Sherpa sub-

 groups is closer to the bottom of the range (0.6-3.7) reported
 by Spuhler (1962) among ten tribal populations. It seems, there-
 fore, that selection pressure is moderate among both Sherpa
 subgroups.

 Table 1 further shows that selection is operating with higher
 intensity in the Upper Khumba than in the Kalimpong sub-
 group, but the difference between the two is smaller than in the
 case of similar subgroups among the Aymara-speaking popula-

 tion in Chile studied by Cruz-Coke et al. (1966). Thus, inter-
 preting I in terms of Darwinian fitness, it may be suggested
 that the rigorous environment of high altitudes has not reduced
 the fitness of the Upper Khumbu Sherpas to the extent that it
 has reduced that of the Aymara in comparison with their

 low-altitude counterparts.
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 Wancho Fingerprints'

 by MOHENDRA NATH DUTTA

 c/o Department of Anthropology, Dibrugarh University, Di-
 brugarh 786004, India. 18 vi 79

 The Wanchos inhabit the southwestern part of Tirap district
 in Arunachal Pradesh, in the northeastern part of India. They
 are one of the four major Mongoloid tribes of the district, the
 others being the Noctes, the Tangsas, and the Simgphos. They
 are believed to have originated in Tangnu and Tsangnu, both
 in the Tuensang district of Nagaland. Fingerprints of 60
 unrelated Wancho males were collected from the various
 educational institutions of Longding subdivision during March
 1979.

 Table 1 shows the distribution of pattern types according to
 the scheme of Cummins and Midlo (1961). The greatest
 number of whorls is observed in the first digit of each hand.
 Radial loops are rare in both hands. The frequency of arches
 is greater in the left than in the right.

 Table 2 shows the comparative occurrence of whorls and

 loops in different digits; the occurrence of whorls is more
 frequent in the first, second, and fourth digits of the right hand
 and in the first and fourth digits of the left.

 Furuhata's index, Dankmeijer's index, and the mean index

 of pattern intensity are given in table 3. These three indices are
 compared for various Mongoloid populations of northeastern
 India in table 4, which shows that the Wanchos are closest to
 the Miri in Furuhata's index and to the Abor, Hajong, and
 Noctes in Dankmeijer's index. The mean indices of pattern
 intensity are generally similar for all these populations except
 the Mishmi.

 1 I am grateful to R. K. Kar, Reader, Department of Anthropology,
 Dibrugarh University, for providing the facilities for this study, and
 to J. L. Sharma for his kind cooperation in the work.
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