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SUMMARY. larriages in Tndin aro neasly univeraal particulatly far women and most marriagos
ocour at ages close to the start of tho reprodustivo period.  Formal marriago docs not, howover, necemarily
coinnido with the start of reproductive lifo because of & common custom which deleyw cohsbitation. when
1ho marvisge takes placo bolow the ago of puborty

‘Tho trend in roarringo ages alter for di ial survival ilitics of couplos marcied
at difforont age1 shows only & slight increnso sinco the start of this coptury though the rise is a little higher
in tho urbaa arces. Though tho Averago marriago ogee aro Jow thero is considorahle variation in the ages
by rosidenco and soci io ch inli i by wifo's ional fovel,

The labour force participation rate among women at highor ages varies socording Lo marital nlatus
in the urban arcas, tho rato being much lowsr for tho masried though the overstl urban rato for women is.
murh smallor than tho rurel.

The numbeor of childron evor born doclinos systematically with & riso in the wifa's age at marriage
though tho reduction in total fortilily is not largo when tho latter advancee by only & fow years from the
current low averags. The difforcnene are, morcovor, consiilerably narrowed whon the children surviving
in place of thow over born are taken into account.

Marriages start tho reproductive lifs cyclo in human society; and though
births outside marringe havo risen to levels as high as 25 per cent in a few cultures,
in most cases it is enough to considor married fertility alone in studying population
trends. In India, in particular, births outsido marriagoe are insignificant.in number
and marringes though mostly not registored are moro stablo than registered marringes
clsewhere.  Study of married fertility termed couplo fortility by us? is therefore very
appropriate for India.

The importance of the study of fertility of couples is not generally appreciated
even now and fertility is studicd by ago and other characteristics of women only,
though couplo characteristica are readily available. Couples are formed by marriage
and changes in ago at marriago will bo reflected in the rates of formation of couples,
They are marriago cohorts and the duration sinco mnrringo is known to bo a most
efficicnt determinant of the interval to first fow child births to the couple. Study
of couplo fertility will, therefore, nssumo greater importance for the controlled
fertility conditions which wo aro striving: to attain quickly.

*Murnri Majumdar worka with tho Indisn Statistical Instituto and Ajit Daa Gupta as an indvpon.
dunt consultant ; tho viows sxproaod hors aro thoma of the authars in thoir individual capacitiss.

* Ajit Dea Gupia, Ranjaa Kumar Bom, Murarl Majumdar and Samarondre Nath Mitra (1956):
Coupls Pertility, Nationsl 8anplo Survey, 7, Govemment of Indis,
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In couplo fertility studies, not only duration since marriagoe receives pnmacy.
but characteristics of the husband also como in. Consid
of the husband is cssontial when genotio factors come under oxamination,

tion of ch 1,

Tho age of tho husband is relevant to fertility performance, and his education
and hological backg d to practice of family planning. In malo domi-
nant aoclcucs, the attitude of tho husband may again bo tho most important determi-
nant of emerging fertility performance. Projections of births are often based on ago-
cohort fertility of women; if the age differenco bet husband and wifo ch in
future, the wife will have altered risk of widowheod and only a projection based on
couple fertility allowing for the changes in age difference will correctly indicate the
pcrspccnve From tho staudpoint of sociology too, the couple approach to family

ilding, whore the husband’s ck teristics‘could be correlated with other variables,
is essential.

Marriages in India are characterised not only by their near univcranlity,—nenrly
07 per cent of men and over 99 per cent of women boing returned as ever married
among older cohorts in tho 1901 census,? but the bulk of them take place at ages quite
closo to the start of the reproductive ago apan of women. The agoe at marriage is an
important element in determining the level of fertility performance though formal
ingoe docs not ily coincido with the start of the reproductive life because
of & common custom whereby the bride does not como to live with her husband until
after another ceremony (retwn marriago) sometimo after formal marringo. The
interval to effective marriage, that is, to actual consummation, will naturally bo longee
and is related to wifo’s age at marriage, being extended even to years for marriages
below the age of puberty. Tho following figures from tho cleventh round (1956-57)
of the National Sample Survey (NSS) show the intervals in months to return marriage
of 1030-19 marriages.®

WIFE'S AGE AT MARRIAGE

undor 15 15acdabove  all ages
rural 27.6 3.2 10.0
urban 19.2 1.8 8.7

Since India is one of tho countries with lowcst marringe ages of the wife, it is
pertinent to speculate how the practice of early female marringes may come to prevail.
VWhen the sexcs nre eveoly matched in number at martiageablo ages, marriages will
conceivably tako place between partners of nearly the same nge. If tho proportion of
females in the young adult ago groups becomes smaller whether from higher female
mortality or fomle infanticide, marringeable man will have to seck their partners at
younger ages. Taboo on remarriage of widows or polygamy will have similar effects.
This Is a cumulative process which increascs tho range of disparity between the nges

* Based on Census of India, 1961, Vo, I, Part I1.C(i), Social and Oultural Tablos, p, 19,
* Murari Majumdar (1902) 1 Vital Rates, National Sample Survey, 54, Govornmont of India, p. 24.
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of husbands and wives until stability is reached; with sustained rapid population growth,
as the ago pyramid widens, tho demand for younger femalo partners is met from tho
noxt fow ages. Under slow growth conditions, the demand will reach down to very
young ages and result in early fomalo marriages. If the population starts growing
faster at this stage, the number of early fomalo marriages will diminish and the average
ogoe at marriago of females move up, as might bo actually happening in India recently.
Tho dependence of tho ago at marriage on tho sex-age structurc of the population
and the population growth rate, aside from cultural-social factors, is thus clearly
indicated.

Divorce was not legally permissiblo among o major scgment of the population
until the mid-1950's though, in practi P ion and inge wero not wholly
uncommon even before this dato and whilo according to the 1051 census, the propor-
tions of the divorced in the genoral population were 0.30 and 0.64 per cent respectively
for males and females,* these wero respectively 0.39 and 0.51 per cent in the 1901
consus {Table 1). Also, the proportion was considerably larger in the rural areas parti-
cularly for males, the respective porcontage for males and femalea being 0.43 and
0.53 in the rural compared to 0.22 and 0.43 in the urban areas.® Theso figurcs do not,
of courso, take account of thoso romarried by tho timo of tho censua. The proportion
di d is also paratively larger for cortain age groups as Tablo 1 shows.

TABLE 1. PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION BY MARITAL BTATUS
FOR S8ELECTED AGE OROUPS BY S8EX

malo fornalo
a
(yo‘l‘;') nover  married widoworl diverced  nover married  widowed  divorced
married and married and
separatod soparated
18] 2) ) ) {8) (0) (Y] (8) (%)
1. l0—=14 93.18 6.680 0.07 0.08 80.45 19.22 0.13 0.12
2. 15—19 76.14 3.2 0.30 0.22 20.10 09.57 0.53 0.04
3. 2024 4388 5400 0.90 0.60 897 0L 1.30 0.89
4. 26—20 17 nn 1.88 0.85 1.9 047 2.89 0.07
5. 20—34 76 8874 2.02 0.84 Lot 0143 6.42 1.04
e 385—2 450 90.03 3.07 0.77 074 87.01 1115 1.08
T 40—44 301 80.32 5.09 0.74 0.62  77.08  20.60 0.99
8, allagm 52.02  42.90 3.60 0.30 4234 ¢6.28 1082 0.51

Sourcs :  Ceneus of India, 1981, Vol. I, Part I11.C(i), Social and Cultural Tables, p. 10.

Polygamy was until 1966 permissible among Hindus and is still legally valid
among Musliras but in practice the custom has not been widely followed, In tho NSS
sixteonth round (1960-61), tho proportion of currently married men having more than
one wifo camo to bo only 0.8 per cent. Polyandry, though confined only to a very

small section of the population, has beon reported to be prevalent in certain tribal
areas.

¢ Bosod on Census of India, 1061, Vol, T, Part IT-A, Domographio Tablcs, pp. 104, 166 and 230,
* Basod on Cenews of India, 1081, loc. cit.
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Religious morcs have not generally been favourablo to remu-ringe_of widows
and data concerning such marriages are also rather scanty. But the findings from a
survey in six rural communities of Western India in 1054-55 indicato that the practice
of widow remarringe may not bo infrequent at least among cortain scotions of the
population, Of 11,716 woren aged 13 ycars and ovor covered in the survey and 3,131
ever widowed among them, the proportion evor remarried among the ever widowed
came to 25.6 per cent.! While the proportion was found to depend largely on the age
at widowhood, somo other factors were also important, it being, for examplo, larger
among younger cohorts and smaller among upper caste Hindus.

Though marringes occur at an early ago, because of & young age structuro,
the crude marriagoe rate, that is, the number of marriages pee 1000 population, is rather
low,—it came to 7.1 in the rural and 6.6 in the urban areas in tho seventh round (1933-
&4) of the NSS.” -The age-specifio marringo rate for men in the rural arens reached
the highest valuo in the age group 17-21 while for women the poak was reached even
earlier in the age group 12-186, being cut down to less than half at 17-21 years. It is
also evident from Tablo 2 that the decline at higher ages was much elower for men.
If only first marriages and tho corresponding oxposed to risk, tho population never
married are taken into account, the change in the rates is much more pronounced for
women. Tho exclusion of the ever-married from the base population results in an
appreciable rise in tho female rato even at ages 1216 whilo it rises precipitously at
ages 17-21,

TADLE £ NUMBER OF MARRIAGES PER 1000 PERSONS AXD FIRST
MARRIAGES PER 1000 NEVER MARRIED PERSONS IN A
YEAR BY SEX AND AGE, ALL-INDIA RURAL:

NSS SEVENTH ROUND, 1853-54

malo fomalo

ago

{years) oll first macri all mri firet marriag,

n ] » 4 (5)
1. 0o—11 5.1 4.7 12.0 11.8
2 12—18 2.7 7.3 08.5 109.1
A n-21 54.8 9.6 28.8 310.2
4. 2220 274 2.8

} 1.4 129.9

8. 27 and shove 4.8 2.0
6. all ages 4.1 22.4 4.4 an.e

(no. of porsons) ({20,004) (10.654) {20,484) (8,081)

Source : Murari Majumdar (1962) + Vital Rates, National Samplo Survoy, 54,
Government of India, pp, 40-1.

¢ Kumulini Dundekar s 1f'idow iage in Six Rurel itica in Western India, Tntomational
Population Union Conforonce, Now York {1061), Procsedings of Sosions, Vol, I, pp. 191.208.
? Vital Rates, oo, cil., p. 38.
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Tho NSS survey and reports aro the only dircct source of information on
all-India ages at marriago and difforentials, particularly by socio-cconomic charac-
toristics and tho relevant data classified by marringe cohort, regions and socio-
economio classes wero first analysed and presented for Fndia in Couple Fertility (1055).
The averago ages at marriage for different marriago periods as presented in Table
3 show that these have been higher in the urban than in the rural areas, tho difference
being Inrger for tho husband. The data in the first part of the tablo are based on the
record of tho extant couples, a couplo, in this context, referring not only to husband
and wifo but also to either of the partners when aurviving alono; but for all tho mar-
riago cohorts, couples married younger had a greater probability of survival upto the
survey period. The ages were therefore adjusted for varying survival probabilitics
of different age groups at marriago by tho formula shown below, the independence of
survival of husband and wife being assumed :

Chiren= Eﬂ-‘ n-(m'?;: r+-+/;": “"—m}‘-' "'-/X,'. Yiay

whero EI,' ¥+4 ig the number of couples formed of husbands and wives married in the

age groups § and j respectively in tho calendar years Y, Y+n and CfjT#* the corres-
ponding number of couples surviving in 1952 estimated from the survey, m{l-' T+ and

j{; T+% being respectively tho probability of survival of husband and wife. The ages
at iage data so adjusted and d are p 1 in the sccond part of Table 3.

TABLE 3. AVERAGE AGCES AT MARRIAGE OF HUSBAND AND WIFE FOR
DIFFERENT 3MARRIAGE COHORT GROUFS, ALL-INDIA
RURAL AND URBAN: NSS FOURTH ROUND, 1832

marrisge period

partnor soctor

b;'r?? 1010.19 102020 193039  1940.45  1946.51

(D)) 2) (] “) {6) ©) &) L]

1. husband rural 18.0 19.8 19.4 20.4 2.3 2.3
%, urban 208 2.4 2.7 21.9 22.8 2.0
2 wife rural 1.9 n.o 1.3 I8 ] Hu.e .8
[ urban  12.8 2.9 . u.s 15.4 16.2

adjusiod®

8, husband Turl 0.4 2.4 0.8 20.5 0.3 2.2
L, wban 21,8 22,0 22.0 2.0 2.5 3.0
1. wife rural 120 13.5 n.e M1 1.0 1.6
L urban  14.0 n.s 14.7 .7 15.6 10.4
9. no. of couplos ruad 1,029 1887 2013 3210 232 242
10. - urban 070 78 1,105 1451 1,087 1,027

Sourta : Ajit Das Gupla f ol. (1035) t Couple Fertility, National Samplo Burvoy, 7, Government of
India, pp. 2324,
© The ages are adjusted for differontial survival of couplos married st difforent sgo groups,
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The data show that in tho period covered by the survey, thero has beon only
a slight advanco in tho averago age at marringo, o littlo moro in tho urban sector,
purticularly for womon, the ago of the husband going up from 21.6 to 23.0 and of the
wifo from 14.0 to 16.4. The ago diffcrence betweon tho partners had also narrowed
a littlo and was 0.6 in the urban scctor for tho most recont marringe period. More
recent data, relating howevor to clfectivo mazringe, availublo from tho NSS soventzenth
round (1961-62) suggest o further viso in tho age at marriago in the urban though
not in tho rural areas.

Whilo the averago ago at marringo for tho whelo country remains low, there
is considerable variation not only betweon the rural and tho urban areas but also
betwoen dilferent regions and botweon size classes of towns. Tho south zono and of
tho states thercin, Kerala has the highest ages at marriage and there is & systomatic
riso in the age with progressivoly largor size class towns. The averago ages at marriage
wore also found to be highest smong tho Christians.and also o little highor among the
non-agricultural class, particularly for the husband, than among tho agricultucal,
The differentials by size clasa of towns and roligion are presented in Table 4,

TABLE 4. AVERAGE AGES AT MARRIAGE OF IIUSBAND AND WIFE
MARRIED 1930 AND AFTER BY SIZE CLASS OF TOWNS,
ALL-INDIA URBAN HINDU COUPLES AND BY RELIGION,

ALL-INDIA RURAL COUPLES: N§S FOURTH ROUND,
URBAN, 1052 AND S8ECOND ROUND, RURAL, 1051

class husbond wifo no. of covples
) (2) 3) [0}

#ize clase of towne

1. cities 2.3 15.9 sle
2. 50,000 and above 22.4 15.8 1,008
3. . 15,000—00,000 22.3 1.5 685
4. below 15,000 21.0 13.6 863
religion
8. Christian 24.2 18.6 171
8. Bikh 21.0 16.9 300
7. Mustim 21.2 18.1 765
8. Hinda .8 M.2 10,339

Source : Ajit Das Gupta, of al. (1055) 1 Couple Fertility, National Samplo
Burvoy, 7, Govornmont of India, pp. 28.20,

Tho data on wife’s ago ot elfective marriago by educational lovel relating to
tho years 1941 and after, available from NSS soventeenth round are shown in Tablo 5..
In both tho rural and the urban areas thero is an appreciable rise in tho ago with higher
educational standard, though tho riso is more marked from the middlo stage onwards,
it being also progressively groater at dingly highor oducational lovols. The
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data from the seventcenth round also show that the effcctive marriage ages though
having no definite trend at lower lovels of per capits expenditure rise appreciably
higher at upper levels of expenditure.

TABLE 5. AVERAGE AGES AT EFFECTIVE MARRIAGE OF WIFE MARRIED 941

AND AFTER BY EDUCATIONAL STANDARD, ALL-INDIA RURAL AND URBAN ;
NS3 SEVENTEENTH ROUND 1961-82

educational standard
soctor Dliternte  literate  primary  middle wchool  graduate all
but below final  snd sbove standards
primary
m ) 3 ) ) ) (v {8
1. romd 159 18.9 16.8 17.4 18.8 . 180
{no. of wives) (29,2200 (1,722) (840) {182) (48)
2, wben 15.8 18.1 18.8 11.8 19.4 21.8 16.2
{no. of wives) {13,336)  (3.434)  (263) (1488 (879) (208)

Sourca ; Tables with Notes on Couple Feriility, Nationsl S8amplo Survey, 175, (Draft), p. 10,
© The pumbor In Lhe sampls is oo small.

In India, the female participation rate in the labour force happens to be much
smaller in tho urban than in the rural areas and it is, moreover, only the former which
shows consistently appreciable variation in the rate for fomales by marital etatus,
The data from NSS sixteenth round presented in Table 6 show that the participation
rate of the unmarricd, as contrasted with that of the married, rises steeply at ages
20-29. The higher participation rate of ied women may be due to a grester
urgo being felt to engage in gainful activities as might be true also of the widowed,
divorced and separated but it may also indicate a higher age at marriage of women in
the labour force.

TABLE 6. LABOUR FORCE PARTICTPATION RATES FOR FEMALES BY MARITAL
STATUS AND SELECTED AGE ORQUPS, ALL-INDLA URBAN:
X3S SIXTEENTH ROUND, 196061

. sge (yoars)
marital status
1519 20.24 2520 30.39 4049
(4] @) 3) 9 {8) {8}

1. mevor married 1.3 28.9 41.7 . .
2, married 17.0 16.7 19.2 22.8 219
3, widowed, divorced and separsted . 58.3 47.7 54.1 4.2
4 sllclamos 4.6 10.8 21 20.0 21.8

{ne. of persona) 4404) (4,518) {3.844) (4940} .678)

Bourcs : Tobles with Notea on Labour Force, National Samplo Survey, 103, Govornmont of
India (1008), p. 18.
*The pumber in the sampls is oo small.

4957



SANKHYA ! THE INDIAN'JOURNAL OF STATISTICS : Series B

Tho importanco of marrisgo in the migration of womon particularly in the ruval
arcas is brought out by tho following data from NSS fourteonth round {1938-59)
which show the percentages of migrants who had moved in consequent on matriago,
the areal unit of referenco being a villago or a town.

male fornale total no. of peracns
rurs] 5.2 85.3 8.8 15,244
urban 0.8 86.1 20.7 14,178

Tho proportion of jn-migrants to all residents camo to bo 12 per cent and 48
per cent respectively for males and females in the rural arcas and 37 per cent and 47
per cent respectively in the urban areas.

As the age at martingo is related to residonco as also to certain socio-cconomic
characteristics which in thoir turn affect fertility performance, a proper assessment of
the impact of the age at marringo on fertility would require a study of the relationship
with tho other factors kept under control. Tho data on tho number of children ne-
cording to ago at matriage from tho NSS sixteenth round (1960-61) presented here
relate, however, to the urban areas as a wholo. Theso show that the number of children
bora alive decline sy tically with progressively higher ago at marriago of the wife.
The average number of children born to women aged 42 and over for different ago
groups ab effectivo marriogo are shown below, tho figures in parcnthesis indicating
the number of women in tho sample.

undor 17 13.21 22-20 27 and sbovo all agos

6.6 8.1 5.1 4.0 6.3
(1,758) (976) {191) (85) (3.007)

While the differcnco in respect of women married under 17 and thoso married at 17-21
years is quito small, —the distribution within the age group 17-21 Leing, of course,
uncven, the averago ago at marriage being nearer the initial ngo, —thero are progressive-
ly larger reductions in total fertility as the ago at marriago rises still higher.

Recently there have been claims that tho birth rate can bo substantially lowered
by raising the age at marringe of the wifo.® Thoe claims and their robuttals rely mainly

¥ Taldes with Notes on Internal Migration, National Semplo Survay, 183 (Draft), p. 20 and Idem, 134
(Draft} p. 16,

# Mucari Mojumdar ¢ Family Planning in Urban India {undor publication).

108, N. Agarwals in Yojana of April 12, 1064 claimed thet “if fomaloe. age 6t marriago riss to 19
YOOrs. .. ..., the birth rate might decline from prossnt 40 to 20 in about 20 yoars” ; R. P. Goyal main-
tained in Yojana of Auguat 30, 1004 that tho birth rato ¢an bo reduced & third by late marriage. Q. U.
Khan robutiod Agarwala's claime in Yojana of Juno 21, 1084 and held that the birthrate could bo reduped
by only one-sixth by raising tho marriage sgo from 15-18 yoare to 19. C. Boso and A. C. Dusin On Fertility
Differentiale in Weas Bengal in the Sominar on Probloms Rolating to Domography in Wost Bongal (Caleutla,
1967), using data from 1081 Wost Bongnl Fertility Survoy, claimod that ultimato redustion of about 30
per cont in tho birth ralo will bo offuctod if minimum ago st marriage of rural womon bo raiscd to over
18 yours,
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on data from a section of the population or a small arca (a fow selected villagos). Tho
National Samplo Survey have relovant all-India data though theso still lie untabulated.
Even with representativo national data it will not bo easy to estimato the quantum of
reduction in fortility performance that will take placo subsequent to a rise in the age
at marriago. Tho groups that currontly marry at higher ages bave naturally different
socio-cultural pattorns from those that marry earlior and merely a riso in the ago at
marriago by & certain number of years without changes in the pertinent cultural pat-
terns will presumably provent the births that wero previously occurring at tho inter-
vening ages but may also lead to a highor fertility performance at later ages. The
effect of delayed marringes on population growth may also bo further offset by im-
proved survival of births deferred in this way. It is to be noted in this conncction
that the number of children surviving to women aged 42 and above for different age
groups at marriage as estimated from tho NSS sixteenth round came to bo considerably
closer to each other than the numbers born considered in & previous scction, In parti-
cular, tho dilferenco in respect of womon married under 17 and those marsied at 17-21
years practically disappeared, as tho following figures show.

under 17 17.21 22.26 27 and above all agos
4.2 4.1 3.5 2.1 a1

A move to raise tho age at marriago in India is, howevor, socially desirable and
may itself usher changes in cultural pattern. But this can hardly bo effected through
legislation. The Sarda Act fixed the minimum ago for marringo of girls at 14 in 1929
and the Hindu Codo Bill raised it to 10 in 1956, As is well-known these pieces of
legislation made very little impact on the prevailing marringe nges. Wider cultural
changes have to bo brought about to cffect the desired rise in marriago ages and conco-
mitant reduction in fertility performanco.

Apart from shortening of the more fertilo period of the reproductive age span
which reduces total fertility of womon married at comparatively advanced ages,
Qifferentin] practice of family limitation may inft tho fertility pattern of women
married at different ages. The data availablo, from tho NSS sixteenth round,!! relate,
howover, only to husband’s ago at marringe and though the proportion of couples who
had ever taken steps to limit tho size of their families increascs progressively with o
rise in the husband’s age at effective marringe, the diffcrential is not subatantially
large as tho following figures show,

under 17 72 22.20 27 and abovo all agon
30 4.2 5.8 7.4 5.8

Morcover, as the proportion of husbands who had ever resorted to family limitation
methods risea also with present ago until the early fortics, the differential may bo even
smaller as a particular ngo at inge group ically excludes people 1

Y

" Tables with Notes on Family Planning, Notional Sample Survey, 116, Govornment of
India {1007), p. 90.

490



SANKIYX : THE INDIAN JOURNAL OF STATISTICS : Serres B

of younger ages. It is to be noted in this eonncction that the rango of vu-intion in
the wifo’s averago ago at i g to changes in the husband’s ago is
comparatively limited. For 1940-61 mmlngeo in tho urban areas, as estimated from
the NSS fourth round, the avernge age at marriago of tho wife for tho specificd age at
marringo groups of the husband come to as follows,!*

1721 22.26 27 snd above

15.0 .18.8 20.2

While the factors determining the family planning status of a couplo are com-
plex, tho one of basio importanco is the desire concerning the number of children and
their sex composition. Ono half of the total number of respondents in the NSS
nuteenth round enquiry,’ who had knowledgs of but had nover resorted to family

ti hods, were not inclined to adopt them becauso they wanted moro children.
Similarly, nearly 40 per cent of respondents who wero i t of family li
methods were not inclined to learn them becauso of the same reason. The importance
of the male child in this context is apparent from the response to the query in regard
to reasons for desiring additional children. Of the respondonts who desired additional
children, 55 pcr cent did so in order to ensuro family survival, while another 23 per
cent i prefe for malo child pared to only 6 per ceat who cited
P for female child The ideal total number of children also camo to 3.2
on the average while the corresponding figure for male children was 2.2,1¢

18 Ajit Dua Gupts, ef ol., op, eil., p. 101,
Tobles with Noies on Family Planning, loc. cif., pp. 108, 74 and 33.

14A. K. Holder and N. Bh ya: Fertility and Sex-seq of CAildren of Indian Couples {ander
publication), found that of the couples with two childron thoss, with both fomale, had a higher fortility per-
formance in tho subsequent threo year intorval oven in Indis.

Paper received : March, 1969,
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