CONTENTS PAGE OF A CURRENT {SSUE
OF A PERIODICAL

Dear Sir,

I may be allowed to comment on the
issues and suggestions contained in the paper
"Contents page of a periodical: What it con-
taine and what it should contain" by B Guba and
J S Ghosh (Ann Lib Sc 1971, 18, 66-67).

The paper gives a comprehensive treat-
ment about the pros and conas of the various
items of Information to be Included In the con-
tents page of a current lasue of a periodical.

1 FUNCTIONS OF CONTENTS PAGE

The paper has correctly identified that
the primary function of the contents page is
"to satisfy the Initial curiosity of the reader”
about the contents of the text of an issue of a
periodical. In short, its function is analogous
to that of menu-list of a restaurant,

The paper has also brought into focus a
"derivative function" of the contents page of
an issue of a perlodical -- that ls, the use of
the items of information given in the contents
page, for the quick production of current
awareness documentation lists, These are
denoted by the term 'Contents-page-Derivative
Periodicals'. Examples of this type of second-
ary periodicals are Current contents and
Insdoc list. Besides these, several Insatitu-
tional documentation centres use contents page
for current awareness services. This useof
items of informatlon given on a contents page
is gaining popularity among documentalists
and scientists In recent times,

However, it must be noted that the deno-
tation of an item of information given in a
contents page can be helpfully understood only
when we take it along with the contents of the
{ssue of the periodical concerned. But ina
‘Contents Page Derivative Periodical', these
items of information are separated from the
lmmediate context of the contents they des-
cribe, Therefore, mere reproduction of these
items of information may sometimes give
incomplete and inadequate informatlon,
Therefore, in order to facilitate the needs of
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the "derivative function” of the contents page,
the items of information provided in the
contents page are to be made more detalled
and expressive of the contributions published
in an lesue of the periodical.

2 STANDARD FOR ITEMS OF INFORMATION
ON A CONTENTS PAGE

The authors have almad at providing a
standard for the items of information that are
to be included in a contents page of an issue of
a perlodical, which not only meet the primary
function of the contents page, but also ite
derlvatlve function,

3 ADVANTAGE OF BREVITY IN EXPRESSION

As I look at the suggested ltems of infor-
mation for a standard contents page and also
the illustrative example (ln P 78), 1 am of the
opinion that the efficiency of the primary
function of the contents page Is hampered by
too many details, The contents page becomes
lengthy and unwieldy. The reader may not be
inclined to scar through it fully, However, the
items of information suggested for atandard
contents page meet the requirement of the
derivative function satisfactorily, It must be
noted that the reproduction of a long contents
page would have a telling effect on the cost of
production of "Contents page-Derlvative
Periodicals”,

As such [ am of the opinion that the two
functions should not be put into one basket --
namely, the contents page. The contents page
should be left to do its primary function affi-
ciently -- namely, to cater to the intial curio-
sity of the reader satisfactorily.

4 PRE-NATAL DOCUMENTATION LIST

In order to meet the requirements of the
current awareness service perlodical, it ls
helpful to persuade the editor/sponsor/pub-
isher of the primary periodical to insert In
each of the periodical a separate list of entries
giving detalls about the contributions published
in that issue of the perlodical,

In fact, there are several periodicalp
which provide this type ot service. Examples
are:
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1 Aktualne problemy (nformacjl | doku-
mentacjl (sponsored by Centralny Inatitut
Informacjl Naukowo- Technlczuy { Ekono-
miczny (CIINTE) Warszawa),

2 Informatlk (Sponsored by Information
and Dokumentation Wirtachaft, Wissenacha(t
und Technik, Berlin {DDR)).

3 Nachriften fur Dokumentation: Zelst-
schrift fur Information und Dokumentation
(Sponsored by Deutsche Gessellschaft fur
Dokumentation, Frankfurt).

Each of thess periodicals provides for a
contenta page (in more than one language), In
addition, lists {n the form of entries for a
documentation llst glving information about
each article and Included in the iasue of the
perlodicals. The entry contains the UDC
Number, name(s) of author(s), title, name of
host perlodical, and the locus of the article in
it, abstract and aleo key worda and descrip-
tors, These entries are also provided sepa-
rately ln more than one language. Such "pre-
natal documentation 1lsts™ can affectively meet
the requirements of current awareness ser-
vice periodicals,

5 TWO SEPARATE STANDARDS FOR THE
CONTENTS

This helps in developling standards for
contents page to do its primary function effec-
tively, and also helps to lay down standarda
for pre-natal documentation lists (perforated
strips of entries for each article contained in
the Issue) to meet the requirements of current
awareness services, Thus, the suggestions
made in P 71 to 74 of the paper may be re-
organised into following two standards.

6 PROPOSED STANDARD FOR ITEMS FOR
INFORMATION IN A CONTENTS PAGE
OF AN ISSUE OF A PERIODICAL

A Information About Periodical and the Issue

a) The full title of the periodical

b) The standard abbreviation of the title
c) The vol ber, lssue ber,
date or month, and year

d) Coden mumber

o) Date of actusl publication in case it is

different from (c)
8 Information About Individual Contributions

a) Full title of the contribution
b) Namae(s) of author(a)
¢) Inclusive gagination

Note: The modern trend towarda making the

T title of a concribution expressive of the
spacific subject of a contributlon obvl.
ates the need for the provision of annota-
tlon or keywords for the cootents of the
contributlon,

A short well designed contaats page is an
effective tool In satlsfying the curiosity of the
readar and in leading him to the text of the
contributlon instanteneously.

1t s helpful and very useful to the reader,
if the contents page, or a shorter version of
{t ts published elther on the front cover-pasa
or on the last cover page. This avolds the
1oes of time in searching for the location of
the contents page itself,

7 PROPOSED STANDARD FOR PRE-NATAL
DOCUMENTATION LIST FOR CONTRIBU-
TION OF AN ISSUE OF A PERIODICAL
PUBLISHED ALONG WITH CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF THE PERIODICAL

1 Items of Information
The standard itema of information that
are to be provided in a pre-natal documenta-
tion llst for each contribution may be the
following:
1, Class Nunber
2, Subject {eading (Name of the Specific
Subject in Facet Terma (or Key-
words)
3. Name(a) of author(s)
4. Full title
5. Name of the Host perlodical and
information about locus of contri-
bution in the perlodical
6. Abstract
7. Address of the author(s)
8. Cost of reprints or reprography copy

Format

It {s preferable to print these [tems of
information In the formof an entry., These
entries may be in the form of detachable
standard slip/card. Thia facilitates re-
arrangement of the entries for each contrlbu-
tion [n a helpful manner for the preparation of
current awareness periodicals,

M.A. Gopinath
Documentation Rasearch and Training
Ceontre, Bangalore -3
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