A TAGORE CHRONICLE: 1861—1931

The following brief chronicle has been compiled to give some idea of important phases
of the Poet’s career, and his activities mainly in the literary sphere. Dates of works have
been selected with this purpose in view, without giving an exhaustive bibliography.
Excepting important publicati in English, no meation has been made of the large
number of translations of the Poet’s works into the other languages of the world.

The Poet took a leading part in all the dramatic performances mentioned here, but
no attempt bas been made to give a complete list of all performances in which he appeared
himself. No mention has been made of the performances in the Santiniketan School in
which he often takes an active part, nor of the numerous productions of his plays on the
public stage in India and abroad. The dates of composition of Songs—about 2000 in.
number—have also been omitted.

It has not been found feasible to imclude references to Rabindranath’s contact with
personalities in India and abroad. Neither has it been possible to indicate his active
participation in the educational and cultural, social and religious, and economic and political
life of his country, and his untiring efforts to promote international good will and peace.
In the case of Lectures and Sermons only a few of outstanding importance have been
mentioned.

The date of Bengali publications in book form is given within brackets ; the approximate
date of writing outside brackets. In the case of English translations, the dates refer to
publication either.in journals or in book-form. Most of the publications in Bengali give
the Bengali year which begins in April, Owing to this lack of correspondence with the
European year, a discrepancy of one year may have occurred in a few cases in which the
month of publication could not be traced.

PRASANTA CHANDRA MAHALANOBRBIS

The following abbreviations have been used :

B.E. =Bengali R L. =Letters V. =Verse

B.M. =Bengali Monthly N. =Novel V.D. =Verse Drama
B. =Egsays P.D. =Progse Drama vols, =volames
Eng. ir. =Buglish trenslation pub, =pablished

Eng.mVolume(s) partly or wholly written and published in English,
In the Bengali names in Ilalics, it may be noted that a is proponnced as in Eng. all; ¢ as Bug. ¢k.;
$, §, 3 all like Rng. sh; and v as b (after a consonant,=w),

The Poet’s family belongs to the Saudilya clan (gotra) of the RAdhlya branch of Brahmanas, and
his ancesters are believed to bave settled in REdha or West Bengal abont the 8th century After Chmt
In the 17th centary the Poet’s family acquired the distincti jon Thikur,

Lord® (Selgneur), which was Anglicised first as Tagoure, and then s Tagore.

The Poet’s name in Bengali is Ravindrandih Thidkur, the v in Bengali being proncnnced as d.
The liters] meaning of the personal name, Ravindrandth (Ravindra-ndtha in the origingl Senskrit form,
and asually written as Rabindranoth in Roglish) is 'Sun.Lord’.
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1861. Rabindrapath Tagore born on Monday, May 6, 1881. (Vaifdkha 25, Saka
Era 1783, Bengali Era 1268).

1867-74. Irregular attendance at various schools and studies at home with private
tutors. First experiments in vers:ﬁcntion about 1868.

1873-74. Upanayana (Initi y : first i with the Gdyatri
prayer. First visit to Sentiniketan, and the Hmulnyns, with his father, Mahargi
Debendranath.

Sarada Devi (mother} died March 8, 1874.

1875-76. First publication of writings: Poem composed on the occasion of the
Hindu Mcla pub. in the Amrita Bazar Patrika, Feb. 25, 1875, Also poems, literary essays,
and a long poem, Vana-phui (V., 1879. Wild Flower) in 8 cantos in'JAdndikur, a Bengali
Monthly (1282-83 B.E.).

1877-78. First appearance in dramatic performance as Alik Babu in a Bengali
Comedy by Jyotirindranath (elder brother). A mew B.M., Bhdrali, started in Srivapa,
1284 B.E. {July, 1877) under the editorship of Dwijendranath (eldest brother). In 9 months
the Poet contributed about 22 poems, {including some of the poems of Bhanusivitha Thakur,
1884), 2 cssays, 6 articles of literary criticism, a long story (Bhikhérini, the Beggar Maid),
an unfinished serial novel (Karund), and a long poem, Kavi-Kihini (V., 1878, A Poet’s
Story). Sojourn in Ahmedabad, Bombay Presidency, April—Scptember, 1878, First
musical compositions.

1878-80. First visit to Europe: left Bombay, September 20, 1878. Joined school
in Brighton, then University College, London. Studied European music. Returned to
India early in 1880.

Contributed to Bharali numerous poems and ballads, some of which were collected in
Saifav Saiigit (V. 1884, Songs of Childhood) ; literary essays (including articles on Anglo-
Saxon Literature, Dante, Petrarch, Goethe, Anglo-Norman Literature, Chatterton, etc.),

lati from Shak , Burns, Moore, Shelley, Tennyson,

Yurop-pravisir Pafra (1881, Letters of a Visitor to Europe). Bhagna-hrday (V.D. 1881,
The Broken Heart) begunr in England. On return composed two musical dramas, Valmiki-
praiibha (1881, The Inspiration of Valmiki) and Kal-mrgaya (1882, The Fateful Hunt)
and took leading part in dramatic performances of both.

1881-83. Pocms of Sandhyd Sasigit (1881, Evening Songs). Active participation in
attempts to start a Beogali Literary Academy. Vividha-p: iga (1883, Miscell
Essays) and Bau-thakuranir Ha} (1884, The Bride-Queen’s Market), first completed novel,
started Bhdrati in 1881, First public lecture in Calcutta on ‘Music’. Left for England to
join the Bar, but returned from Madras, 1881. Rudra-canda (V.D. 1881) Poems of Prabhal
Saigil, 1892-83 (V, 1883, Morning Songs). Sojourn in Karwar. Prakrlir Pratifodh
(V.D. 1884, Eng. tr. ‘Sanyasi,’ 1917). Poems of Chavi O Gdin (1884, Pictures and Songs).

Married Mrinalini Devi, December 0, 1883 (Agrahdyana 24, 1200 B.E.).

1884-90. Poems of Kadi O Komal (V. 1887. Sharps and Flats, includes translations
from Shelley, Mrs, Browning, Ernest Myers, Aubrey De Vere, Augusta Webster, P. B.
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Marston, Victor Hugo etc.). Prose sketches of Alocana, 1884-85 (Discussions). Literary
studies ‘coll d in Samal d (1887, Criticism). First 2 short stories. Nalini (P.D.
1884), Started pew B.M., Balak, from Vaifdkha, 1202 B.E. (April, 1885, amalgamated
with the Bhdrati after 1 year) to which he contributed about 12 poems, 20 articles on various
topics, B letters on social questions (Cithi-patra, 1887), 8 humerous sketches in dramatic
form, one prose drama, Mukut (1808, The Crown), and a serial novel, Rdjarsi (1887, The
Saint-King). Joint-editor, Pada-raindvali (1885, anthology of Vaishnava lyrics). Lecture
on Salya (Truth) 1885. Ravi-chaya (1885, 1st collection of Songs). Secretary, Adi Brahmo
Samaj (The Theistic Church of Raja Ram Mohun Roy and Maharshi Debendranath)
1887-1911. Poems of Manasi 1887-90 (V. 1890, The Heart’s Desire). Lecture on ‘Hindu
Marriage,” 1887. Mayar Kheld (Musical Drama, 1888. Play of Illusion), Appeared as
King Vikram in performance of Rdja O Rani (V.D. 1889, Eng. fr. ‘The King and the
Queen,’ 1917). Appeared as Raghupati in Visarjan (V.D. 1890, Eng. tr. ‘Sacrifice,’ 1817).
Took charge of the management of the Tagore Estates.

1890. Second visit to Europe, August-November, 1890: Italy, France, England.

1891-95. Started new B.M., Sidhani, from Agrahdyana, 1298 B.E. (November,
1891) to which he contributed for 4 years numerous poems, stories (collected in Chota
Galpa ; Vicitra Galpa 2 vols. ; Kalhd-catustaya, 1894 ; Galpa-dasak, 1895) ; literary essays,
reviews, political articles and topical notes. Foundation Vice-President, Vangiya Sahitya
Parishad (Bengal Academy of Letters), 1894

Yurop-yatrir Dayari (1891-93, Diary of a Traveller to Europe). Cilrdigada 1891
(V.D. Eng. tr. 'Chitra,’ 1914). Poems of Sonar Tari (The Golden Barge) 1892-93.
Lecture on Siksdr Her-pher {The Tortuosities of Education) 1892. Pasica-bhiiler Ddyari
from 1893 (E. 1897, Diary of the Five Elements). Poems of Cifra 1893-95 (V. 1896).
Viday-abhisip 1893 (V.D. 1894, Eng. {r. “The Curse at Farcwell,” 1924). Lecture on
‘Eoglishmen and Indians,’ 1893. Essay om ‘Folklore,’ 1894. Malini, 1895 (V.D. Eng. tr.
1817}, and poems of Caitali (The Last Harvest) 1895-96, published together with the Ist
collected Poctical Works (Quarto, ! vol.) in 1898. Nadi (V. 1896, The River).

1897-1902. Appearced as Kedar in dramatic performance of Vaikunfher Khata (Prose
Comedy, 1897, Vaikuntha’s Manuscript). Essays on Ancient India and ideals of civilization.
Kapikd (V. November, 1890, Sparks), Kalhd (V. January, 1900, Stories), Kahini (V.
March, 1900, Tales), Kalpani (V. May, 1900, Dreams). Editor, Bharali (1898-99),
contributed in 1 year about 15 poems, 7 stories, 6 social and political essays, 4 religious
and educational studies, 12 literary essays, and 1 verse drama, Laksmir Pariksa (The Trial
of Lakshmi). Poems of Kgsapika (The Fleeting One), 1899-1900. Cira-kumar Sabhd,
prose comedy, 1800-01 (The Bachelors’ Club) Poems of Naivedya (V. 1901, Offerings).
Essays on the Upsnishads (Brah , Aupanisad Brahma, etc.).

Founded the Brahma-Vidyilaya (Santinil School), Dx ber 22, 1901 (Pauga 7,
1308 B.E.).

Editor, Vaiiga-daréan (B.M., new series) for about 5 years from Vaifakha, 1308 B.E.
(April, 1901). Cokher Bali, novel, 1901-02 (N. 1903, Eng. tr. ‘Eycsore,’ 1914). Poems
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of Ulsarga, 1901-03 (V. 1914, Dedications). Lecture on Aiyukli (Exaggerations, with
reference to the Delsi Durbar), 1802,

Mrinalini Devi (wife) died November 23, 1802 {Agrahdyora 7, 1309 B.E.).

1902-05. Poems of Smarap (In Memoriam), 1802-03. Naukd-dubi, novel, 1903-04
(Eng. tr. “The Wreck,’ 1021). Poems of Sifu 190203 (The Child, partly in Eng. tr.
‘Cregcent Moon,’ 1913). Collected Poetical Works in 13 parts, 1003-04. Swadeshi and
anti-Partition (of Bengsl) movement. Lecture on Svadedl Samdj, 1004, Stvaji Ulsav,
1004, Jeshi jotic) Songs (collected in Baul, 1905). Political essays {collected in
Atma-Sakti and Bharata-varsa, 1905).

Maharshi Debendranath (father) died Jaouary 19, 1905 (Magha 6, 1311 B.B.).

1905-10. Editor, Bhandér (B.M., political and economic) for 2 years from Vaifakha,
1312 B.E. (April, 1905). Active participation in the National Council of Education,
1905-06. Rakhi-bandhan ceremony, October 16, 1005. Lecture on Vijays-sammilan,
1905. Poems of Kheya, 1904-06 (V. 1906, Crossing). Prose Works (cxclusive of novels
and short stories) in 16 vols. (comprising literary studics, 5 vols. ; social and pelitical,
4 vols. ; ed 1 1 vol.; linguistic 1 vol.; and religious 1 vol), 1907-08. Gora,
novel, 1907-10 (N, 1910, Eng. {r. 1924). President, First Bengali Literary Conference,
1807. Presid Provincial Conf: e, Pabna, 1908. Lecture on ‘East and West,” 1908.
Siradoisav (P.D. 1908, Eng. {r. ‘Autumn Festival,” 1919). Priyalcitta (P.D. 1909,
A ). S {1608-14) coll, d in Santi-rikelan (17

) and relig
parts, 1909-18). Most of the poems of Gitafijali written 1909-10. Raja (P.D. 1910, Eng.
tr. “T'he King of the Dark Chamber,” 1914).
1911. Fiftieth Birthday Celebrations ; Poet as Thakur-didd in performance . of
Raja at Santiniketan, May, 1911 ; Celebration in Calcutta 1911-12: Address presented by
the Vangiya Saehitya Parishad.

1911-12. Acaliyaian (P.D. 1911, The Immovable Monastery). Lecture op ‘Hindu
VUniversity,’ 1911. First publication of translations into English by the Poet, 19i1-12.
Attempts at reconstruction of Adi Brahmo Samaj. Editor, Tatfvabodhint Painika, 4 years,
(1011-15). Lecture on Dharmer Adhikdr (The Right to Religion, 1012). Jivan-smyii
1910-12 (1912, Eng. ir. ‘My Reminiscences,” 1917). Chinna-patra (1912, Letters written
1885-1895. Eng. ir. 'Climpses of Bengal, 1921). Lecture on ‘Bhiralavarser Itihaser
Dhara (Main Currents of Indian History), 1912. Dak-ghar (P.D. 1912. Eng, ir. “The
Post Office,” 1914). Projected visit to Europe postponed owing to iliness, March, 1913.
Tragslations of Giladjali poems into English during convalescence.

1912, Third Foreign Tour (May, 1912—September, 1913). English ‘Gitanjali’
published in England, 1912. Lecture tour in U.S.A., winter, 1012-13.

1913. Lecture on “The Realization of Life’, London (published in Eng. ‘Sadbana’),
Returned to India, September, 1913. Eng. ‘Gardener’ and ‘Crescent Moon.’

Nobel Prize in Li Public at ini D. Litt. (Homoris
Causa), Calcutta University.
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1914-16. Started village welfare work at Surul. Chief contributor to new B.M.,
Sabuj-patra (mainly literary) from Vaifdkha, 1321 B.E. (April, 1914) for about 3 years.
Giti-mélya (V. 1914, Garland of Songs) poems written mainly 1912-14. Gitali (V. 1014)
poems written in 1914. Recepient of Knighthood. Poems of Balakd, 1914-18 (V. 1918.
French tr. ‘Cygne’ 1024). Short stories (collected in Galpa-Saptak, 1915). Caturaiiga,
novel, 1014-15 (N, 1818, Eng. tr, ‘Broken Ties,” 1925). Mahatma Gandhi and the inmates
of his Asram resided ily at Santipik 1915. Phalguni, prose drama, 1915
(Eng. tr, ‘Cycle of Spring,’ 1917). Started Viciird, a literary club, in Calcutta, 1915-20.
Ghare-biirs, novel, 1915-16 (N. 1816, Eng. tr. '‘The Home and the World,” 1919).
Lecture on Siksar Vahan (Vehicle of Instruction) 1915. Performance of Philguni, January,
1916. Paricay and Saficay (2 vols. of collected essays, 1916). Collected Poetical Works
in 10 vols. (1915-16). Eng. ‘Fruit-gathering’ and 'Hungry Stones,’ 1916,

1916-17. Fourth Foreign Tour (May, 1816—March, 1817). Lectures in Japan
(Eng. ‘Nationalism’ 1917). Lectures in U.S.A., 1916-17 (Eng. ‘Personality,” 1917).

1917-20. Japan-yitri (L. 1919, Traveller to Japan). Eng. ‘Stray-birds,’ 1917.
Performance of Dak-ghar in the Vicitra. Lecture on Karldr Icchiy Karma (As the Master
Wills), 1917. Chairman, Reception C i Indiap National Congress, Calcutta (for
a few days only). Gurs (P.D. 1918). Poems of Palalakd 1917-18 (V. 1918, Fugitive)-
Gila-paiicadikd and other collections of songs, 1918-20. Lecture on “The Centre of Indian
Culture,” 1018, Eng. ‘Laver’s Gift and Crossing,” ‘Mashi and Other Stories,’ (918.
Renounced Knighthood in protest against the Jalianwalla Bagh incident at Amritsar,
1919. Lecture on “The Message of the Forest,' 1919. Prose sketches of Lipika (1922)
written mostly in 1919. Chief contributor to new B.M., ‘Sanli-niketan (Palrikd),’ school

published from Santini} from April, 1919. Arap-ralan (P.D. 1920).

1920-21. Fifth Foreign Tour (May, 1920—July, 1921). England, France, Holland,
U. S. A, Switzerland, Germany, Denmark, Sweden, Austria, Czecho-slovakia. Lectures
on ‘East and West,’ ‘An International University,' ete.

1921, Returned to India, July, 1921. Lecture on Siksdr Milan (Meeting of Cultures)
and Salyer Ahvan (The Call of Truth). Eng. ‘The Fugitive.’ Varsd-manigal (Music
Festival of the Rainy Season).

Sixtieth Birthday Celebrations: Address presented by the Vangiya Sahitya Parishad.

Inaugural Ceremony of the Visva-bharati at Santiniketan, December 22, 1921 (Pauga
8,1328 B. E.).

1922-24. Foundation of Sriniketan (Department of Rural Reconstruction, Visve-
bharati) February, 1922. Mukla-dhara 1922 (P. D, 1922. Eng. tr. “The Waterfall’ 1922).
Sisu Bholanath V. 1022, Child Poems). Eng. ‘Creative Unity’ 1022, Visva-bharati
Sammilani, literary club, started in Calcutta, 1922. Presided over Shelley Centenary, 1922.
Varsi-maigal (Rain-Pestival), and Sdrodotssv (Autumn Festival) 1822, Vasania-utsar
(Spring Festivat), 1023. Started new Euglish Journal, ‘Visva-bharati Quarterly’ (Editor,
Ist quarter, April, 1923). Appeared as Jay Sithha in performance of Visarjan 1023.
Ratha-yiird, 1923, (P. D., Eng. tr. “The Car of Time," 1924).
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1924-25. Sixth Foreign Tour (March—July, 1924): Burma, Malaya, China, Japan.
Eng, “Talks in China', 1025. Rakia-Karavi, 1924 (P. D. Eng. ir. ‘Red Oleanders’, 1924),

Seventh Foreign Tour (September, 1024—February, 1025): invited to attend Peru
Centenary, but returned from Beunos Aires (Argentine Republic) owing to illness ; visited
Italy in January.

1925-26. Most of the poems of Piirabi (V. 1025) written during the South Americen
tour. Performance of Ses-varsap (Last Rains, musical drama) 1925. Pravdhini (V. 1025,
Collection of Songs). Grha-praves (P. D, 1925. The House-Entry). Sodh-bodh (P. D.
1925. The Reckoning). First President, Indian Phil hical Congress, December, 1925.
Nafir Pajé (P. D. 1926, Eng. tr. ‘The Worship of the Dancing Girl,’ 1927). Riu-ulsav
(P. D. Collection of 5 Season Festivals).

1926. Eighth Foreign Tour (May—December, 1026) : Italy, Switzerland, Austris,
France, England, Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Germany, Czecho-slovakia, Hungary, Jugo-
slavia, Bulgaria, Rumania, Turkey, Greece and Egypt.

1927. Nioth Foreign Tour (July—October, 1827) : Malaya, Java, Bali, and Siam.

1927-29. Performance of Najir Piaj in January, and Riu-raiiga (Cycle of Seasons) in
December, 1927. Nafa-rdj, verse drama, 1827. Yogdyog (Cross Currents), novel, 1927-28,
(N. 1929). Sescr Kavita (The Last Poem) 1928. (N, 1929). Poems of Mahua (V. 1929}
mostly written in 1928, Sermon on "The Message of Ram Mohun Roy," Bhidra 6, 1335
B.E. (August 22, 1928) in commemoration of the Centenary of the Bralimo Samaj (Theistic
Church of India). Eng. ‘Fireflies,’ and ‘Letters to a Friend,' 1928. Lekhan (Writing),
composed at various times, published in 1928,

1929. Tenth Foreign Tour (February—July, 1929) : Malaya, China, Japan ; attended
the Triennial Confe e of the Natiomal Council of Education, Camada; U. §. A.;
Indo-China.

1929-30. Message to the Parliament of Religions, Calcutta, 1920. Yatri (Letters,
1929, Traveller). Paritrdn (P, D. 1929, Redemption). Tapali (P. D. 1920). Performance
of Tapati, 1929. Bhanusimkgr Patravali (Letters, 1930). Various Educational Primers.

1930-31. Eleventh Foreign Tour (February, 1930—January, 1631): France,
England, Denmark, Cermany, Russia, U, S. A. Hibbert Lectures in England in 1930 on
“The Religion of Man' (1931). Exhibition of Drawings in Europe and U. S. A.

1931. Rafiyar Cighi (Letters from Russia, 1931). Performance of Navin (musical
drams) in March, Gila-ulsav (Music Festival) in August, Najir Piji and Sap-mocan
(Dance ; iration) in D ber. Ve gni (V. 1931. Forest-message). Gile-vilin
(Collection of Songs, 1931).

Birthday Celebration at ik May, 183[. Civic, National and
International Celebrations in Caleutta, 25th—31st December, 1931,

Presentation of THE GOLDEN BOOK OF TAGORE, on the 27th December, 1031,
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