STATISTICAL NOTES

AGE DISTRIBUTION IN SECONDARY SCUGOLS IN THE
UNITED I'ROVINCES
By KIIAGENDRA NATIL CIIAKRAVARTL, M. Sc., Statistical Laboratory, Calcutls.

In the Decetiber, 1933 issue of the Bulletin of the All-India Federation of Teachers’
Association, Ral Sahib Debmarayan Mukherjee, Vice-Principal, Teachers' Training
College, Agra, contributes an interesting article on the problemn of age-listribution of
students in the Eoglish Schools of the United Provinces. His study is based upon the
sges of students in different classes for the three years 1932, 1933 and 1934, the number
of students in the last named year being 18,208, suu:r:d over 46 English Schiools, of
which 19 are Gov and 18 non-G:

Mr. Mukherjee makes a statistical analysis of the figures and proceeds to show that
inspite of the absence of any departmental rules prescribing a maximum age-range for
every class of an English School, there can be noticed the exi: of a fairly well-defived
sge-range of abont 4 years in the case of about 70% of the students of that class, as
would be evident from the following table ; —

Class | m Iv v VI vit Vi IX X

708 B0y 888 1014 na 1202 "W 1548

Agc-Range to [0y to o to lo to to
L ws we2 1262 1408 1361 16'86 1800 190

He also finds that there are in every class *‘a few grown-up boys who ars
progressively over-nge for that class when compared with those who are underage.”

He argues that it is not desirable to have in any school especially in the lower
forms “’small children of nine and ten sitting side by side with growing and grown-up
adolescents of fourteen and above, for the unstable mental and physical characteristics
of the latter require a different course of treatment from the commrauvely simple ueeds
of the former.” DBesides, this obviously creates * lex of organi:
teaching and discipline” in each class. He theref i the introduction of a
well-defined age-range for each class as shown in the following table:—

Class m v v VI vit vt IX X

Age-Range 7-10 &1 912 10-13 11-13 1216 137 119

This arrangemenut allows for a variation of .the range in years of age in different
stages of the school course. The maximum of 10 years seems to be satisfactory in this
sense that os this is the legal oge for attaining majority, it is only right that students
above this nge should shoulder ndult responsibilities in life instead of wasting their time
and energy, as well as those of others in school.
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This measure, however, is not without some practical diﬂ'lcullies, as the writer Nimseli
admits’; because it is only the physical age of the pupil that has been considered here,
but the mental age slso is an important factor which cannot bLe ignored. Further,
the proposed measure, if carried out, will naturally lead to the segregation of 1wo
groups of students—over-age ond under-age—for each class which will obviously
necessitate different kiods of treatment, Mr. Mukherjee invites the Covernment Schools
to take up this task and show how to manage and educate such groups of students
instead of doing what other schools are also doing more or less efficiently.

Mr, Mukherjee’s paper is full of interest to the ed as well as to st.

He has brought out many interesting facts and touched many points which require
further investigations. For instance he has fonnd that an overage pupil finishes his
schonl course from class IIT to class X in about ten years instead of in eight, which
is assumed to be the normal period. It is, therefore, necessary to investigate how this
Joss of about 2 years is brought about, and to find ont ot what stage the average scholar
loses most time and why. We believe a fuller statistical analysis of Mr. Mukherjee’s
figures may be taken up with advantage. For example, taking these schools 1o be
fairly typical in the province, it should be possible to calculate the average age of the
school-going population, and if such a study is continued for a nmumber of years, an
indication may be obtained from a comparison of these mean ages as to the relayjve
efficiency of the educational system in the secondary schools. A comparison of the
GCovernment and non-Covernment schools on these poinis may also be interesting.
Further, the nature of the distribution of ages in different classes can be studied with
advantage, and may be expected to throw a good deal of light en the educational situatiou.

(March, 1934.)
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