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Score AND MeTioD oF COMPILATION.

The general cost of living of the null hand compnses his expenditure under various
heads and different articles of S of ion ond nature of
srticles differ with region, religion, caste and income. Fluctuations in prices differ
with the pature, quality and variety of articles and it is hardly possible to ascertain,
at a glance, the genera) rise or fall in prices. A change in the general level of prices
does not pecessarily mean, and in practice never does mean, that all prices change at
the same rate ; and even when the general level remains unchanged, some commodities
move up and some move down. In order to obtain a measure of the general movement
of prices of those commodities which enter into the cost of living of the workers the
method of index numbers was adopted. A\ series of commodities were selected and their
prices for the base period taken and equated to 100. Variations in prices in subsequent
years were expressed in the form of indices which showed the per cent. rise or fall in
prices. In the present enquiry the quinquenniwmn immediately preceding the Great War
was laken as the base period. This period was fairly normal from the point of view of
price fluctuations ; and five years' average will mitigate the cffect of abnormalities, in
any year during this period, if any. The enquiry covers a period of two decades, f.e.,
from 1914 to 1934, and includes the years of boom, depression and the period of transition
between the two. From 1914 to 1921 was the war boom period ; from 1929 to 1934 was
the period of depression and the years 1922 to 1928 mark the transition period which shows
2 gradual disappearance of the war boom and the in-coming of the world depression.

A chonge in the cost of living may be due to (1) a change in the purchasing power
of money, (2) a change in the commodities consumed, and {3) to a combination of the
above two factors. A cost of living index deals with the variations caused by the prices
alone. In other words, it measures the change in the purchasmg power of money.
The particular dities and the itics of those 1 were
assumed to be the same in the subsequent years as in the base period. A change in
the commodities consumed may be due to a change in tastes and fashion, or it may be
due to a rising price level for the commodity which makes the use of the article
prohibitive for the poorer classes. A lowering of the standard of living of a community
may be explained more by the second factor than by the first. This is true to a large
extent in the cose of Indian masses. The labouring classes have to live on an inferior
diet duc to purely ecomomic reasons.

For the present enquiry, only the variations in the purchasing power of money
were taken into sccount. It was assumed that the qualily and the quantity of the
articles consumed remained the same. Articles selected for calculating the index numbers
were those that are generally used by the labourers.
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At Cawnpure out of 729 family budgets collected by a process of random sampling
there were £0.2°% Ilindus, 18.2% Mohammadans and 1.6% Christians. But for minor
differences, due to customs and habits, budgets of the workers in the same economic
grade from all the communitivs were more or less of the same type and showed same
peculiorities. In the same way, among the Hindus, differences in the diet of the workers
bulenging to different sub-costes of the Iindus were at limes noliceable ; but in the
present ennuiry, to avoid minute classification and sub-classification, snch differences
were ignored.

Disparity in the budgets of the workers was studied purcly on the basis of income
grades, ond on attempt was made to give due weight to the various economic grades
among the industrial workers in the city.

Most of the Ilindn workers were living on vegetarian diet, and hence a vegetarian
diet was taken to be the basis for cnquiry. Due to the absence of any published price
statistics for articles like meat, fish, swecimeats, milk, vegetables, fruits and the like,
it was not possible to calculate the variations in the price indices of these commodities,
and in this enquiry these articles were left ont from the budget of a labourer.

Fool was subdivided into three distinct heads: (a) cereals, (b) pulses, and
(¢) articles of food other than cereals and pulses. As far as available, retail prices have
been collected because the workers rarely make wholesale purchases. In the case of
(¢) articles of food other than cereals and pulses such as butter, sugar, salt, linsced,
oil, spices, etc., retail prices for these commoditics are mot quoted in any reliable
publication. Moreover, in an enquiry where the movement of prices for various articles
is reckoned in terms of indices, retail or wholesale prices are not likely to make much
difference provided that for a commodity the same prices, retail or wholesale, are taken
for the whole period.

CoLLECTION OF PRICE STATISTICS.

lnformation as to the predominant retail price, in vorious years, of cercals, pulses
and some of the articles of food other than cereals and pulses, as far as available was
collected from the Goveroment Gazeltes published every week. Other prices were taken
from the declared value of exports and imports of India as published annually
in the Sea-Borne Tvade of British India, and the Indian Trade Jourmal issued by the
Director of Commercial Intelligence, Calcutta. Price variations in cloth were gathered
from prices quoted in the Revicw of the Trade of India and the Sea-Borne Trade of
British India. Reliable records of house rent in the city were not available ; the hand
workers were also not in a posilion to narrate the changes in house rent during the
whole period of the enquiry. Most of them change their residences with a chznge‘ in
their factory or mill. There was hardly any case where the labourer had been occupying
the same house for a period of twenty ycars. In many cases, a rise in rent was preceded
by an increase in accommiodation or the comforts in the Louse. This incrense, therefore,
was not a pure rise in rent but it included a 7 jon for the additional (acilili?s.
In some cases, an addition for water charge in the house rent was taken to be a rise
in rent. Figures for rent were collected from private bustis or hilas (small compou!lds
belonging to private landlords) and the quarters in sctilements provided by the factories.

Charges paid for the various services like the sweeping of the latrines, shaving
charges, washing charges, medical fees, education expenses, conveynnce charges, mailway
fares and the like do affect the budget of the worker but a study of the variations under
these beads is not possible due to the absence of data and these itemis had to be ignored.
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Tables 1 to 4 show the movement of prices and indices of cereals and pulses
and articles of food other than cereals anid pulses consumed by the workers at Cawnpore : &~

Tasee 1, Revain Prices Curnext op Cenrats anb Purses rer Mausn i Rupces.

|
Year [ Common | \vheat | Gram | Arhardal Gram | Athardal
|
1000 ; +7 LX) 36 88 75 61 8é
010 ¥4 a's 30 ki 7 53 68
mn 4 82 6 66 81 9 30
wn 8 84 81 (1] 51 72 50
1913 51 88 9 4 &8 40 84
78 Lx) 123 68
87 txd 78 58 +3 78
70 86 +3 73
+3 Lxd 57 L] 8
81 (X} 7 Ly [ 3}
48 &5 27 "3 +5
3 7 LX} g1
7 4s L.z 3 0
72 40 0 "8 e
65 +6 81 £ 3o

Taarz 2. DPrices or AuticLes of Foop OTHER TiraY CEREALS AND DPurses 1% Rueees,

| r ;
. efined Simple
Year LI:::“‘ ?‘:re Sugar A',"?‘“
u ! Ier Other | olall
sund| Cwt Ton spi;" Spices
1009 6o 10

1910 82 . g 1.0 - o

1011 It }w! }HGD 1o 688 }MO
1912 76 10

108 7 as0 1560 10 s 896
Avernge 8 5Tl 151 10 50 '3
1913 7 oa's 1o 10 074 20
1913 +8 a3p 1617 118 1088 438
1916 54 (65 21°6 4 1042 | 448
1017 372 | o 1052 7 78 | w7
108 37 350 N4y 3 089 w7
1910 ns 00°2 08 Pad o7 528
1020 e | 18 77 1 1218 | 604
1021 90 | 030 a0 4 7 | s
122 01 0 48 30 B&'S e
1023 84 | 018 s 88 180 | 307
1M 88 106°4 316 30 178 870
1023 w6 | 1038 230°0 26 1002 | 789
1936 ™ | oD a1y 5 218’0 | VS
027 71 | 2 B0 3 a1 | oset
1028 70 | 081 3 1756 | 1877
1w (X '3 3 1188 819
1030 7t G 26 ik 864
19001 +4 | 130 23 1290 | 838
1092 40 | 828 23 1518 | ars
1033 ae | 28 18 1259 | 17
1084 a9 | A58 7 1820 | s10

1083 +3 (23] *7 - -
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Tastz 3. INpex Numserg or Rerai Prices ror CEreaLs AND Puvses,

Year  COMTON \Wheat | Gram [Arhardal | Year | RO | Wheat | Gram | Arhardal
Averager 1924 130 138 L3 136
1909091 1™ 100 100 A 1083 | 161 170 167 169
1014 us 1 163 164 1926 170 170 183 ny
03 120 138 146 172 1927 170 1 188 "
1916 128 ne 123 M7 1928 1m (L1} 188 4
07 o 122 123 119 1929 178 134 33 k4]
1918 187 134 168 Wr 1030 139 100 163 101
1919 173 193 83 808 1031 04 7 06 14
1920 207 176 n 20 1082 102 23 o8 4l
02 | 180 v03 54 268 | 1ses | g8 80 108 128
o2 | le7 197 21 w7 | deas | 87 8 9% i
1928 143 It 121 136 1033 100 £ 13 100 156

Tasur b. INDEX NUMSIRS OF PRices ror ArttcLes oF Foob otigr TAAN CEREALS

AND Purses
Simple
A
. Raw Hefined ot . Other
Year Linseed | Ghee Sugar | Sugar Salt | Pepper [Chillies | Ginger Spices :51
Spices
1909—13 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 1o

1014 8 120 0 (] 100 m 80 8s 130 101
1915 115 122 107 180 104 108 krd 140 108
1016 3 s ns W7 240 109 us n 189 109
1917 n 120 ns 182 270 138 120 n 103 ns
1918 % 138 96 330 167 123 99 192 131
1810 161 138 131 267 m 1 204 106 124 151
1920 140 107 182 n7 awe m 206 1168 162 164
1921 23 166 °m 200 136 132 U 128
1922 123 168 178 ns 300 2 167 03 s e
1923 s 188 122 174 860 08 182 1”7 14 138
1924 m 186 127 161 300 88 156 167 €37 165
105 118 181 156 168 260 109 162 203 66 186
1924 m n 162 181 230 281 157 106 308 F o]
1927 o7 "7 m 181 250 107 173 146 =33 00
1028 96 172 ns 172 230 250 142 157 23 191
1029 121 170 143 181 250 294 124 HS 233 201
nso m 124 244 200 279 160 148 233 20
1831 60 p2-] 9 168 230 163 118 119 173 b
1992 83 43 8 250 127 83 87 202
1033 41 127 55 164 150 " 76 bt} 181 113
1083 5 8 168 210 90 n L} 1n
1038 89 100 162 no - - - - -

A glance at these tables shows that nll commodities do not have a uniform variation :
some have risen too much while others actually show a fall in prices. In order to find
out the average effect of the rise or fall in the value of these commodities, the simplest
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wethod would have been to total up all the indices snd to divide them by the number
of commodities. This is koown os a simple srithmetic average. Such on average moy
record the rise or fall in the value of money but it would not be on nccurate measure
of the prosperity or adversity of amy particular class or commuonity. It may give us
a wrong reading of the nctua] change in the cost of living of the indusirial labourers.
The importance of individual commodities differs from a point of view of consumplion.
A more adequale plcture will be obtafied by allolting different weights to the commodities
according to their relative importance to the consumers.

FauiLy Bupoers

Allotment of weights can be made on various principles and in this euquiry weights
were calculated on the hasis of actual family budgets. Even within the labouring masses
there were wide differences in the standards of living. A minimum wage legislation
does not exist in this country, and there is no standardisation of wages within an industry
or a province. 1lowever, it can safely be said that a vast majority of the industrial
labourers in this province gets below Rs, 50/- per mensem. Within this income group

TasLe 8. Averack Expespirune ox Foon 1v Eacnt Incowe Grour.

Grour 1 Guour I1 Grour 11T Grovr 1V
Income v |Re.50to Rs. 40 | Re.40to 1ta.80 | Hs. 8010 Re. 15 | Hs. 15 & helow
Number of Families ... 16 s 880 128
Weight
E 3 Expendi Expend e N
Anticlea of Food %o i %o 1
Actus) lotsl Actus) Glnl Actual | O 0| Actual l‘;"'
Rs. As. P. Rs. Ax. P, Rs. As. P. Ry, As. P}
Rice 2 4 8(mo| 13500280 | 2 3 6 286) 013 6] W) uys
Whest 6 2 2|6uo| 18 8| 577 | S & B 563 2 0 R en2| 877
Gram . 63 4|/ 20031, 1'9) 027 28| 01 6 16| ¥7
Arhardal & Pulses .. Y 5160 1 7 2[134 | 005 9 64| 001 B 171 168
Total <. |70 410100 8 & 91000 [ 312 11000 | 4 O 11 1600 | 1000
Gur o 8l gg| 01 7| xa|l 0o 2| a2 &2
Sugar 0511 | ¢35 030108 01 6| 68 2'6
lice 1 &10 | 42h | DIV S6B) 0 4 &) 50| 373
Salt 01 9| 47|01 6| 53/ 01 8| 62| 82
Spices 08 2|18 | 03 8| 158| 0 8 8| 148] 139
ol 012 V(238 | 0 0 2| 263 0 6 6| 8T'B| %66
Totsl 3 3 3o | 2 0 7haoo | 1 2 71000 | 200°0
|
Sweetn o400l —|ozsel— o1 s —joae — —
Mest & Fiab 01s 7 o) 2 053 — 030 — -
M e | V10 2 [ BIK] 044 — |01 —
Vegetables & Fruits v20[ ~|o0tw| —|ooel —|06a —
Miscellancous " 014 6| - 110 2| — 1 71| — o1 4| — -
Total 41883 — | 428 — |26l —|1356 — -
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there are smaller sub-groups which are no less important. In the memorandum sulb-
mitted by the Government of the United Provinces to the Royal Commission on Labour
(1929) all workers at Cawnpore were divided into four income groups, namely, Rs. 15/-
and below, above Rs. 15/- and upto Rs. 30/-, above Rs. 30/- and upto Rs, 4o/-, and
above Rs. 40/- and upto Rs. sof-. Family bud were collected for the different
groups separately and it was on the busis of actual expenditure in each group that
weighits were allotted, Fomilies were taken for this purpose on a random sampling basis.

Tour indices were calculated for the Inbouring classes, one for each group. A general
jadex for the labourers as a whole was then obtained by taking the weighted average
index of these four groups, weights to the groups being allotted on the basis of their
respective size in the sample.

EXPENDITURE ON FoOD.

Table 5 shows average expenditure on various items of food in each income group
and their percentages to total expenses under food with the number of men in each grade.

In order to find out the weights for the items of food for Cawnpore labourers as
a whole we have Itiplied the pendil under each head in different
grades by the number of men in the grade. These sums have been totalled up and
divided by the number of labourers whose budgets were studied. This method gave
due representation to every class of labourer in these weights. The final weight for
Rice for example was calculated as follows:—

Rice: [(76 x 22) + (145 x 25) + (380 x 23'6) + (128 x 21'l)] + 720 = 23:3

TasLe 6. \Wetcntep InpicES OF CEREALE AND PuLSEs.

Articles . Rice Wheat Gram Arhardal .
é
Weight 233 517 27 108 Total [Tz
g of Cols, | 2w
—_ [2,4,6, &8 .25
Yea Index Weighted (IndexWeighted |Index [Weighted Index [Weighted =2
ear. No. | Product | No, Product | No. | Preduct | No. | Peoduct
()] (2 @ W (3) © () (8) ) (10)
1014 ns| 2c3ze | 12| 70394 168 160 128082 | 128
1018 20 | 2000 | x| 7ue2s | 146 112 13,0567 | 140
1916 128 | 28828 | 116 cob3R | 128 NY 12,4002 | 128
1017 120 (27000 (12| 70398 | 128 1o 12 0es | 121
1918 187 81921 | 133 | 68858 | 163 147 19181 | 149
1919 174 | 40342 | 105 nz2es| 283 306 11,057°6 | 210
1020 207 | 482471 | 176 | 101382 | 221 291 20,3183 | 208
1921 wo | $1ov0 | 208 unsil oess 263 #0,879'8 | v09
1922 nz| asorr | 17| 13660 | 72 w7 10.065'8 | 191
1023 3| 33310 18| 7esze | 12 136 14,1640 | 182
1824 150 | S50 | 13| w66 | o2 150 14,4188 [ 143
1923 161 3508 | 170 ovAeyn | 1e7 160 16,7050 [ 168
1926 170 | w0610 | 10| osopo | 188 213 17,7387 | 177
1927 170 | 89610 | 119 | wiors | 188 248 1| 170
1928 12 0T | MSL) RTEZT | IMS 234 1
1029 178 | 44774 | 154 8488 2383 24 el
1930 10| w20 | 00 57700 | 163 191 126
1091 04 | rms nl e | e 1] 01
jre w2 | znee vz|  Swade Mt w2
1043 283 83| 51338 | tos 128 o7
1034 A7 | ) 78| as000 1n 8K
1035 00| 23500 B | 4R | 100 136 100
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101 R.LLL'8 -— - o041 oz P E331) 91 .ot oM 0.09L8 ong 801
ot L.A15'01 PRI} 1113 VUt L ur 9.5L8L wil 9.401 8L £.L008 10 1e61
t01 RG14°01 2.9621 R0 0.082 o051 1.4:61 191 0.95% 11 §.500r Fd] I~-514
fll L7781 s.2861 1zt v.00cl o5z 671 gy 9.40¢ $L 0.001% "t =01
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o5t g.x09'cl 6.ufuE @t 0.0us1 (1% St (333 U.E19 811 0.0419 EIAN 8201
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Weights calculated in this way are shown in the last column of Table 5. The
index number for cereals and pulses, and for srticles of food other than cereals and
pulses were then calculated with these weights. Certain articles like bajra, sweets, meat
and fish, milk, bl miu lnd iscell orticles of food have been omitted.
Most of these are ily or lly and hence an inclusion
of these articles may depict a state ol nﬂnirs which may be true only at a particular
part of the year. Milk and meat were fairly permanent in consumption but no reliable
statistics of prices were available for them.

Liaur anp Fuge.

Let us now pass on to another important head in the cost of living index namely
‘Light and Fuel'. For the purpose of lighting the workers generally used kerosene oil,
but a few used mustard or castor oil re well. As for fuel, coal was not found in use
anywhere, Dry cowdung and firewood were the chief things used as fuel, the former
being used chiefly to light a fire. The prices of kerosene oil and firewood are given in
Table 8.

Tasez: 8. Paices axp [ oF K O1L axp Fi
Kerosene wood Keros ne
Ol Index Fire Index oit Index Firewood Index
Year No No. Year No. 9
Per gallonl " | Price per ‘ Per ullnn‘ *7¢% | Price per o
n Rupees maund n Rupees maund
1912 ‘40 1923 7 17 | =18 200
1918 il 100 | &—&—6| 100 1924 & 164 " 200
1014 41 108 » 100 1928 ‘68 168 * 200
1918 41 105 " 100 1028 ‘o5 167 " 200
1914 ‘9 no ” 100 1077 67 112 " 00
1917 54 158 ”» 100 1928 57 146 » 200
ms 60 154 » 100 1029 53 10 » 700
1910 86 2 | 6180/ 200 1090 55 11 —a—} | 123
1620 70 179 " 200 160 k-1 "
1921 ‘13 102 ” 200 1092 ‘31 181 N 123
1922 4 100 » 200 193 43 1no "
1938 29 100 " 123

The cost of firewood has also gone up. No accurate figures for the various years
were available but oral inquiry showed that Babul-woed (gemerally used as fuel) was
sold at the rate of 20 panseries (2)4 maunds) for a rupee in pre-war days. The
post-war rate for the same kind of wood was 10 pamseries (1% maund) for a rupee.
‘Thus we find the rate doubled and hence the Index No. for the post-war period was
taken to be 200. In rg3s, the rate for the same quality of wood was 16 panseries
(2 maunds) with an Index number of ras.

An analysis of all the budgets showed that the total expenditure under light and
fucl in the different income grades varied from s.12 to 6.82 per cent. of their total
income.

The following table shows percentage of expenditure under light aend fuel for
each grode:—

Grade I: s.12; Grade II: 5.63 ; Grade IIT: 6.42 ; Grade IV: 6.82.

The weight for light and fuel for all grades would be:—

[(76 x 5:12) + (145 x 5:63) + (330 x 642) + (128 x €:82)] + 720 = 6:2
Of this abont 75% is spent on fuel and the remaining 25% on light.
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Table g gives the weighted indices for light (kerosine oil) and fuel (firewood) duriag
the whole period.

Tasre 0, Welonteo Ixpices yor Liont (Kerosexe OiL) ano Futt (Firzwoon),

Atlicles Kerasene Ol Firewood
Weight a8 rss Total of cols. | Weighted
2&4 Index No.
Year J Index No. | Welghted | ppjex N, | Veixhted

(1Y) (2 [6)) 4) 3 [())
1913 108 4828 100 13300 64328 104
1013 s 48828 100 183 00 64328 104
1918 1o 31180 100 133°00 666'50 108
1917 138 641°70 100 13500 10670 129
1914 154 7610 100 13500 871110 i
1019 ™m 102768 200 21000 1337°68 216
1920 179 833°38 200 81000 114288 154
192t 2 802°80 200 81000 1202'80 104
1922 190 £33°'30 200 81000 119330 193
1923 " 19080 %00 21000 1100'60 170
1024 164 76260 200 81000 107260 173
1923 169 78588 200 810'00 1005°85 m
1926 167 T76'38 200 81000 1086°38 178
1927 172 19980 200 210°00 1109'80 17
1928 146 678°00 0 81000 985°00 160
1829 141 635°68 200 21000 96365 136
1930 1 635°63 125 15378 81940 13
1931 138 611'70 128 10373 3345 138
1052 13 39918 128 10873 10000 148

no a1'sn 15 10375 703°23 m
1934 100 46300 128 10375 65878 106

- - 125 10573 - -

Hovse Reat,
G is a d city hopey bed with buslis and slums. The indus-
trialisation of the city has added much 1o its population. ‘The mill authorities have
put up a number of settlements for workers. DBut the dation in these seitl

is not adequate, and the majority of the workers reside in the city. The rise or fall
in rent has been dealt with under two heads: the rent in settlements, and the rent in
the city.

Regular records of the rent paid by the workers to the mill authorities are maig-
tained, and a comparison of the figures in different periods is possible. Rents in seltle-
ments differ with the nature and quality of quarters offered, snd slso on the amenities
provided.

In Lalimli Woollen Mills Scttlement known es MacRobertganj, the rent charged
for a single room quarter in 1914 was anmas ten per month. Inm 1920 the rent for the
same quarters rose to Rs. 1/4/- per month, and in 1927 to Rs. 1/14/- per month at
which figure. it is still continuing. Thus taking the year 1913 or 1914 as the basc the
index mumber for rent in 1920 was 200, and in 1927 and 1929 rose to 300. Again, in
Allenganj settlement, the rent in 1913 or 1914 for a single room quarter was annas elght
per month ; in 1920 it was Rs. 1/2/- per monlh, and since 1927 it has Leen Rs. 1/10/-
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per month, With the same base year, the index number was 225 in 1920, and rose to
<25 In 1927. There wns no change iu house rent ju the settlements in recent years.
To sum up, the index number for house rent hi the seitlements from 1320 to 1927 was
200, and since then has Leen maintained at about the level of 300,

In the city the rates have gome higher. For a small room for which annas eight
per month were paid in pre-war days, the rent now charged is Rs, 2/- per month ; the
index pumber is thus of the order of 400. An inquiry into the number of labourers
living in mill settlements, busfis and hatas reveals that in 1935 the percentage of settles
ment dwellers at Cawnpore was only 19, and the remaining 8t per cent. lived in the
crowded bustis in the city. Working with these percuntages, the weighted index number
of house-rent at Cawnpore would be 381. It con be safely said that in the past the
number of settlement dwellers was much less as the mill owners have only recently
realised the need and importance of providing decent houses for their workers. Thus
after 1627 the index number of house rent can be justifiably taken to be 38r. It is
difficult to find out the yearly variations in house rent and therefore for the period prior
to 1927 the index number of the scttlement f.e. 200 las been used as the index for the
whole city. The family budgeis showed the following percentage of expenditure on
liouse rent in the different grades :—

Crade I: 7.22; Crade I1: 8.64; CGrade III: 943 ; Grade IV: g.04.
The weightedd weight for house rent for all groups will be:—

[473 x 7:22) + (145 x 8:54) + (38) x 9-43) + (128 x 9-04)] + 720 = 897

Croriting.

No reliable price statistics are available for all the different qualities of cloths con-
sunted by the large mass of labourers. The price moveruents for imported cloths are
given in Table 10,

The following table gives the percentage of expenditure on cloth in the various
grades :—

Crade I: 7.07; Crade II: 7.20; Grade III: 7.6t ; Grade IV: $.07.
The weighted weight for clothing will be:—
(78 x 0°07) + (145 x 7°20) + (383 x 7'61) + (128 x 8'07)] + 729 = 7°0

MISCELLANEQUS.

There are o number of miscell i d by the lat every
month. Items included uader this head are:—Darber, dhobl, sweeper, medicines,
education, railway fares, tobacco, liquor toddy, pdn supdri (betel nut), amusements,
festivals, remittances abroad, interest on delt, repay of debt, subscription etc. The
most common and more of Jess p iscetl: pendi is on king and
on the use of finely cut betel nuts for chewing. Tobacco leaf mixed with lime and betel
nut chips is the commonest form of the use of tobacco, though indigenous smoking pipe
known ss hugqa (on Indinn apparatus for smoking) and biris (inferior type of country
made cigarettes; the tobacco leaf chips are wrapped up in & piece of dried leaf instead
of paper) ore fairly used. Cigoreltes are less popular due to high costs. The prices
and Index numbers of tobacco leaf and betel puts are given in rupees in Table 11,
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The percentage expenditure and weighted weights for tobaceo and supéri are given
below : —

"Tobacco :—((76 x 1-1) + (145 » 12) + (380x 1'2) + (128 x 20)] + 720 = 1-33
Pin-Supdri:—[(76 x 1'4) + (145 x 13) 4+ (330x00) + {128 x 0-0)] + 720 = 1-03

GeNerat Cost ov Living Inpex.

We have given the weighted index mumbers for the various heads for all the years.
Weights were allotted 10 each of these heads according to their importance in a worker’s
budget. The weighted indices for different heads were multiplied by the weights for
each head and a general weighted index number for the cost of living for all the labourers
was oblained by totalling up the products of weights and weighled index nombers for
each licad and dividing the total by the sum of all weights.

Table 12 and the Chart show the net result of the movement of prices of various
commoditics consumed by the working classes. Compared to the average for five years
immediately preceding the Great War, the cost of living index in 1914 went up by
25 per cent. It continued to rise slowly upto 1918. From 1gtg it shot up very high and
reached the maximum of zos in t921. It, however, fell down to 163 in 1924 alter which
for a period of five years ending with 1929 the rise was slow but steady. In rgzg9 the
index number was 197. The period of depression began from this year and the cost of
living index fell year ofter ycar upto 1934 when the record low figure of 130 during the
last two decades was reached. In 1935, slight recovery of prices was noticed and the
cost of living index rose again by 11 points.

The important years for comparison are 1914, 1921, 1929 and 1935. “The rise in the
cost of living index began in 1914 and reached its maximutn in 1921, the total rise being
105 from the base period. From 1921 to 1929 the index number recorded s tendency to
fall though the actual decrease was only 8 points, f.e., from 205 to 197. During the
depression period there was a record fall of 67 points from 1929 to 1934. The year 1935
showed a slight rise again by 11 points, the index figure being 141,

‘Though there have been two periods of fall in the cost of living indices—the one
from 1921 to 1929 being a period of slight rise and slight fall, and the second fron 1929
to 1034 being a period of steep fall—but the index was never lower than the average
for the base period.

(Paper rcceived on 23 May, 1936.]
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