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Abstract

We study the erpodic behavior of systems of particles performing independent random

alks, binary splitting, coalescence and deaths. Such particle systems are dual to systems
of linearly interacting Wright-Fisher diffusions, vwsed to model a population with resampling,
selection and mutations. We use this duality to prove that the upper mvariant measure of
the particle system is the only homogeneows nontrivial invariant law and the limit started
from any homogeneous nontrivial initial law. An interesting tool in our proofs is an ergodic

theorem for countable proups that need not be amenable.
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1 Introduction and Main Results

1.1 Introduction

This paper studies systems of particles subject to a stochastic dynamics with the following
description. 1° Each particle moves independently of the others according to a continuous time
Markov process on a lattice A, which jumps from site i to site j with rate a(i, j). 2° Each
particle splits with rate b = 0 into two new particles, created on the position of the old one.
37 Each pair of particles, present on the same site, coalesces with rate 2e (with ¢ = 0} to one
particle. 4° Each particle dies with rate = (. Throughout this paper, we make the following

assumptions.

(i) Ais a finite or countably infinite set.

(ii) The transition rates a(i, j) are irreducible, i.e., if A C A is neither A nor ),

then there exist i € A and j € A\A such that a(i, j) > 0 or a(j,i) = 0.
(iii) sup; 3. ali,j) < oc.
(iv) X al(i,5) = 3, alé, §), where a' (4, §) := a(j, ).
(v) b, e, and d are nonnegative constants.

Here and elsewhere sums and suprema over i, j always run over A, unless stated otherwise.
Assumption (iv) says that the counting measure is an invariant o-finite measure for the Markov
process with jump rates a. With respect to this invariant measure, the time-reversed process
jumps from i to j with rate af{-i,j}.

Let X:(i) denote the number of particles present at site i € A and time + = . Then

X = (Xi)ez0, with Xy = (Xi(d) Jica, is a Markov process with formal generator
Gf(z):=2 ali 2l f(z + ;= &) = f(2)} + 0D e@){ f(z +8) - f(2)}

o - 1.1
+e Y alia(i) - D{f(z - &) - f@)} +d Y 2 ()@ - 8) - ()} e

where §;(j) :=1if i = j and §;(j) := 0 otherwise. The process X can be defined for finite
initial states and also for some infinite initial states in an appropriate Liggett-Spitzer space (see
Section 1.3). We call (X¢)izp a branching coalescing particle system with underlying motion
(A, a), branching rate b, coalescence rate ¢ and death rate d, or shortly the (a, b, ¢, d)-braco-

process.

Some typical examples of underlying motions we have in mind are nearest neighbour random
walk on A = Z9 and on A = TY, the homogeneous tree of degree d + 1. We will not restrict
ourselves to symmetric underlying motions (i.e.,a = a,f} but also allow a(i, j} = 1yj—iy1y on Z,
for example. The reason why we do not restrict ourselves to graphs, is that we also want to

include the case A = {13, the hierarchical group with freedom d, i.e.,

Qq:={i=(i,i,...) 11, € {0,...,d =1} Ya = 1, i, # 0 finitely often }, (1.2)



equipped with componentwise addition modulo n. On 0, one typically chooses transition rates
a(i, j) that depend only on the hierarchical distance | — j| := min{a = 0:ig = jz V3 > a}.
The hierarchical group has found widespread applications in population biology and is therefore

a natural choice for the underlying space.

1.2 DMotivation

Our motivation for studying branching-coalescing particle systems comes from three directions.

Reaction diffusion models, Schligl’s first model. Branching-coalescing particle systems are
known in the physics literature as a reaction diffusion models. More precisely, our model is a
special case of Schlégl's first model [Sch72], where in the latter there is an additional rate with
which particles are spontaneously created. For d = 0, our model is known as the autocatalytic
reaction. Reaction diffusion models have been studied extensively by physicists and more
recently also by probabilists [DDL90, Mou92, Neu90). However, all work that we are aware of
is restricted to the case A = 29,

Population dynamics, the contact process. Branching-coalescing particle systems may be
thought of as a more or less realistic model for the spread and growth of a population of organ-
isms. Here, the underlying motion models the migration of organisms, births and deaths have
their obvious interpretations, while coalescence of particles should be thought of as additional
deaths, caused by local overpopulation. In this respect, our model is similar to the contact
process. The latter is often referred to as a model for the spread of an infection, but in fact it
is a reasonable model for the population dynamics of many organisms, from trees in a forest
to killer bees. There are two striking differences between the contact process and branching-
coalescing particle systems. First, whereas the total population at one site is subject to a rigid
bound in the contact process (namely one), it may reach arbitrarily high values in a branching-
coalescing system. However, when the local population is high, the coalescence (which grows
quadratically in the number of organisms) dominates the branching (which grows linearly}, and
in this way the population is reduced. A second difference is that in the contact process, if
one site infects its neighbor, the original site is still infected. As opposed to this, even when
the death rate is zero, it is possible that a branching coalescing particle system goes to local
extinction due to migration only. Thus, we can say that the gain from infection is puaranteed
in the contact process, whereas the reward for migration is uncertain in a branching-coalescing
particle system.

Resampling with selection and negative mutations. Our third motivation also comes from
population dynamics, but from a different perspective. Assume that at each site i € A there
lives a large, fixed number of organisms, and that each of these organisms carries a gene that
comes in two types: a healthy and a defective one. Let us model the evolution of the population
as follows. 1° with rate a(i,j), we let an organism at site ¢ migrate to site j. 2° to model the
effect of natural selection, we let each organism with rate b choose another organism, living on

the same site. If the first organism carries a healthy gene and the second organism a defective



gene, then the latter is replaced by an organism with a healthy gene. 3° to model the effect of
random mating, we resample each pair of organisms living at the same site with rate 2e, ie.,
we choose one of the two at random and replace it by an organism with the type of the other
one. 47 with rate o, we let a healthy gene mutate into a defective gene. In the limit that the
number of organisms at each site is large, the frequencies Ai(i) of healthy organisms at site i
and time ¢ are described by the unique pathwise solution to the infinite dimensional stochastic
differential equation (SDE):

dy (i) = Z"l{i i) (X (5) — Ald)) dt + bAG(i) (1 — A4(i)) dt — A&y (i) dt 13)

-}f\fszt’t{-i}{l — Xi(1)) dBy(i) (t=0, ic A).

We call the [0, l]"‘—valued process A = (A} )i =0 the resampling-selection process with underlying
motion (A, a), selection rate b, resampling rate ¢ and mutation rate d, or shortly the {a.b, ¢, d}-
resem-process (the letters in ‘resem’ standing for resampling, selection and mutation).

It is known that branching-coalescing particle systems are dual to resampling-selection
processes. To be precise, for any ¢ € [0, 1]% and = € MY, write

el | OB (14)

where 0" := 1. Let X be the (a2, b, ¢, d}-resem-process and let X be the {a,f._ b, e, d)-braco-process.

Then (see Theorem 1 (a) below)
E*[(1 - X)) = E*[(1 - ¢)%]. (15)

Formula (1.5) has the following interpretation: E®[(1—A;)*]is the probability that r organisms,
sampled from the population at time ¢, all have defective genes. If we want to calculate
this probability, we must follow back in time those organisms that could possibly be healthy
ancestors of these x organisms. In this way we end up with a system of branching coalescing
al-random walks, which die when a mutation occurs, coalesce when two potential ancestors
descend from the same ancestor, and branch when a selection event takes place. If we end
up with at least one healthy potential ancestor at time zero, then we know that not all the =
particles have defective genes. As far as we know, the idea of modeling selection in this way by
introducing branching into the usual coalescent was developed first (in a non-spatial setting)
in [KN97]. The idea was later applied in [DK99, DG99, BES02]. A SPDE version of (1.3)
(with d = 0) has been derived as the rescaled limit of long-range biased voter models in [MT95,
Theorem 2].

Note that for ¢ = 0, the process &' is deterministic. In this case, the semigroup (U}
defined by Uwp := A (t = 0), where & is the deterministic solution of (1.3) with initial state
Q.‘}t =g € [0,1] A is called the generating semigroup of the branching particle system X. {For
this terminology, see for example [FS03b].) Thus, the duality relation (1.5) says that, loosely
speaking, branching coalescing particle svstems have a random generating semigroup. The

SDE (1.3} will be our main tool for studying branching coalescing particle systems.
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1.3 Preliminaries

In this section we introduce the notation and definitions that we will use throughout the paper.

A

(Inner product and norm notation) For ¢, 1" € [—oc, oc|t, we write

(¢ 90) 1= Z;&(é}w{é} and  |¢]:= Z (i), (1.6)

whenever the infinite sums are defined.

(Poisson measures) If ¢ is a [l), :sc}ﬁ—valued random variable, then by definition a Poisson
measure with random intensity ¢ is an N*-valued random variable Pois{¢) whose law is uniguely

determined by _
E[(1— )P = Ele= %) (e, ). (L.7)

In particular, when ¢ is nonrandom, then the components (Pois(¢)(i));cs are independent

Poisson distributed random variables with intensity ¢(i).

(Thinned point measures) If = and ¢ are random variables taking values in MY and [0, 1]%,
respectively, then by definition a ¢-thinning of x is an M*-valued random variable Thin,(x)

whose law is uniguely determined by
E[(1—9)™"@ = Bl(1-¢p)"] @ €[0,1]"). (1.8)

In particular, when x and ¢ are nonrandom, and = = 3", §;,, then a ¢-thinning of x can be

n=1

constructed as Thing(x) := 3" | xaf;, where the y, are independent random variables with
Plxn =1] = 1— Plxn = 0] = ¢(in).

It & and = are both random, then it will always be understood that they are indepen-
dent. Thus, £{Thing(x)) depends on the laws £(¢) and L{x) alone, and it is only the map
(L(e), L{x)) = L(Thing(x)) that is of interest to us. We have chosen the present notation in
terms of random variables instead of their laws to keep things simple if ¢ and x are nonrandom.

We leave it to the reader to check the elementary relations
Thin, (Thing(z)) = Thing(z) and Thing(Pois(¢)) = Pois(ye), (1.9)

where = denote equality in distribution.

(Weak convergence) We let B = N U {oc} denote the one-point compactification of M,
and equip " with the product topology. We say that probability measures 14, on N COnverge
weakly to a limit v, denoted as v, = v, when [w,(dz)f(x) — [wv(dzx)f(x) for every f €C (ﬁﬁ )s
the space of continuous real functions on N". One has vn = v if and only if 1, ({z : z(i) =
y(i) ¥i € A}) — v({z : z(i) = y(i) ¥i € A}) for all finite A C A and y € N®.

We equip the space [0, 1]* with the product topology, and we say that probability mea-
sures ft, on [, l]“‘L converge weakly to a limit g, denoted as p, = g, when [ p,(d¢)f(¢) —
[ 1(d6)£(9) for every f € C((0, 1]%).

g |



(Monotone convergence) If vy, 15 are probability measures on ﬁn, then we say that 1 and
1y are stochastically ordered, denoted as 14 < 1y, if N"-valued random variables ¥1. Y5 with
laws L£(Y;} = 14 (i = 1,2) can be coupled such that ¥; < Y5. We say that a sequence of
probability measures v, on M decreases (increases) stochastically to a limit v, denoted as
vy | v (v T v), if random variables Y5,,Y with laws £(Y,,) = 14, and £(Y) = v can be coupled
suchthat ¥, | ¥ (¥, T Y). It is not hard to see that 1, | v (14, T /) implies v, = v. Stochastic
ordering and monotone convergence of probability measures on [0, 1] are defined in the same

WAY.
(Finite systems) We denote the set of finite particle configurations by N(A) := {r € NY :
|z| < oo} and let

SN(A)) == {f: N S R: |f(x)| € K|z|* + M for some K, M, k > 0} (1.10)

denote the space of real functions on A(A) satisfying a polynomial growth condition. For finite
initial conditions, the (a, b, ¢, d)-braco-process X is well-defined as a Markov process in N(A)
(in particular, X does not explode), f{X;) is absolutely integrable for each f € S(N(A)) and

t = 0, and the semigroup
Suf(@) = E*f(X)] (£ 0, 2 € N(A), f€SN(A)) (L11)

maps S{N(A)) into itself (see Proposition 8 below).

(Liggett-Spitzer space) Set as(i,j) := a(i, j) + af(i,j). 1t follows from our assumptions on

a that there exist (strictly) positive constants (7, )ica such that
Y vi<oo and Y a(ijh; <Ku (i€A) (1.12)
i ]

for some K < oc. We fix such (v;);c5 throughout the paper and define the Liggett-Spitzer
space (after [LS81])
E,(A):={z eN*: ||z, < oo}, (1.13)

where for x € Z% we put

el = > wla(i)l (L.14)

We let Crip(£4(A)) denote the class of Lipschitz functions on &,(A), ie., f: &(A) — R such
that |f(z) — f(y)| < L|lx — y||, for some L < oc.

(Infinite systems) It is known (|Che87], see also Proposition 11 below) that for each f £
Crip(&5(A)) and t = 0, the function S; f defined in (1.11) can be extended to a unique Lipschitz
function on &£,(A), also denoted by S;f. Moreover, there exists a time-homogeneous Markov

process X in £ (A} (also called (a, b, ¢, d)-braco-process) with transition laws given by

E*(f(X0)] = S:f(z)  (F € Cupl&(A), 2 € &(A), £ 0). (1.15)



We will show (in Propaosition 11 below) that X has a version with componentwise cadlag sample

paths, a fact that may seem obvious but to our knowledge has not been proved before.

(Survival and extinction) We say that the (a, b, ¢, d)-braco-process survives if
P X 20%t>0]>0 forsome xeN(A) (1.16)

If X does not survive we say that X dies out. Note that the process with death rate d = 0
survives, since the number of particles can no longer decrease once only one particle is left.
It A is finite then the (a,b, ¢, d)-braco-process survives if and only if 4 = 0, but for infinite A
survival often holds also for some d = 0. We plan to discuss sufficient conditions for survival

in a forthcoming paper.

(Nontrivial measures) We say that a probability measure v on N" is nontrivial if v({0}) =0,
where ) N" denotes the zero configuration. Likewise, we say that a probability measure p
on [0, 1" is nontrivial if p({0}) = 0.

(Homogeneous lattices) For some of our results, we will have to assume that the underlying
motion (A,a) has some sort of translation invariant structure. For our purposes, the easiest
way to do this is to assume that A can be equipped with a group structure in such a way that
a(ki, kj) = a(i,j) for all i, j,k € A. In this case we will say that (A,a) is homogeneous. This
is the case, for example, for nearest neighbor random walk on Z9 and T9 and for the random
walks on the hierarchical group 3 mentioned at (1.2). (There are, in fact, several ways to
equip the tree T¢ with a group structure that is consistent with its graph structure.)
Define shift operators T; : NY — N* by
Tz(j) == z(ij) (i, € A, z € NY). (1.17)

We say that a probability measure » on M* is homogeneons if v o T '=pforalie A

1.4 DMain results

Theorem 1 (Dualities and Poissonization) Lef X and X' be the (a.b, o, d)-braco-process
and the (a, b, c,d)-resem-process, respectively, and let XT denote the (af, b, e,d)-resem-process.
Then the following holds:

(a) (Duality)
FP*[Thing(X;) =0] = P‘?’[’l‘hinxrf (x) = 0] (t=0, ¢€0,1Y, e &(A)). (1.18)
(b) (Self-duality) Assume ¢ >0, then
PP[Pois( ) = 0] = PY[Pois(2oxf) =0 (=0, ¢,9 € [0,1]4). (1.19)
(c) (Poissonization) Assume ¢ =0, then
PLPos(zO)( X, ¢ .| = P#Pois(BX,) €] (20, 60, 1), (1.20)
i.e., if X is started in the initial law L(Pois(2¢)) and X is started in ¢, then Xy and Pois(22;)

are equal in law.

|



Note that P[Thing(z) = 0] = (1— ¢)* (¢ € [0,1]", = € N}). Therefore, Theorem 1 (a) is
just a reformulation of the duality relation (1.5). Theorem 1 (b} says that resampling-selection
processes are in addition dual with respect to each other. In particular, if the underlying motion
is symmetric, ie., a = af, then this is a self-duality. Since P[Pois(¢) = 0] = ¢ 1%/, formula

(1.19) can be rewritten as
. b 5 N YRPY |
E*le e = g e 23>0, g0 e 0,1)Y). (1.21)
To convinece the reader that the notation in (1.18) and (1.19), which may feel a little uneasy in

the beginning, is convenient, we give here the proof of the Poissonization formula (1.20).

Proof of Theorem 1 (c) By (1.9) and the duality relations (1.18) and (1.19),

PEL(PAs(#) [Thin,, (X,;) = 0] = W[frhinx:(Pois(gqa}} =]

1.22
= PY[Pois(2x,9) = 0] = PP[Pois(2p) = 0] = P?[Thing(Pois(2X;)) = 0]. .

Since this is true for all ¢» € [0, l]""._ the random variables X; and Pﬂis{gxt} are equal in
distribution. ]

Our next result shows that it is possible to start the (a, b, ¢, d)-braco-process with infinitely
many particles at each site. This result (except for parts (b} and (f)) has been proved for
branching-coalescing particle systems on 29, but with more general branching and coalescing
mechanisms, in [DDLY0]. Their methods are not restricted to the case A = Z9, but we will give
an independent proof using duality, which has the additional appeal of yvielding the explicit
bound in part (b).

Theorem 2 (The maximal branching-coalescing process) Assume that ¢ = 0. Then
there exists an E(A)-valued process X' = {X}m}}t}” with the following properties:

{=a}
g

(a) For each = =0, {XEE}}EE is the (a, b, ¢, d)-braco-process starting in X

(b) Set r:=b—d+c. Then

1= ifr #0,
: ifr =10

ot

E[X ) < { (i € A). (1.23)

(c) If X' are (a.b,c, d)-braco-processes starting in initial states 2™ € £ (A) such that
i) Too asnloc (ie A), (1.24)

then
cx™1ox™) asntoc  (t>0). (1.25)

(d) There erists an invariant measure ¥ of the (a, b, e, d)-brco-process such that

LXN |7 ast] o (1.26)

8



(e) If v is another invariant measure for the (a, b, e,d)-braco-process, then v < 7.

(f) The measure ¥ is uniquely characterised by
fi_f{d;r}{l — ¢)* = P®[3t > 0 such that X} =0) (¢ € [0,1]Y), (1.27)

where X1 denotes the {af,h,c, d)-resem-process.

We call X'* the maximal {a,b, ¢, d}-braco process and we call ¥ the upper invariant measure.

To see why Theorem 2 (f) holds, note that by Theorem 1 (a) and Theorem 2 (c),

P[Thing(X{*)) = 0] = lim P#[Thiny (™) =0] = PP[Xf =0] (€ [0,1]*, t > 0).
(1.28)
Now 0 is an absorbing state for the (a.b, ¢, d)-resem-process, and therefore PP[X] = 0] =
P?[3s < t such that xl= 0]. Therefore, taking the limit ¢ T oc in (1.28) we arrive at (1.27).
The (a, b, e, d)-resem process has an upper invariant measure too. Of our next theorem,

parts (a)-(c) are simple, but part (d} lies somewhat deeper.

Theorem 3 (The maximal resampling-selection process) Let X' denote the (a, b, c.d)-
resem-process started in X (i) = 1 (i € A). Then the following holds.

(a) There erists an invariant measure i of the (a, b, . d)-resem process such that
LX) E ast?oo (1.29)

(b) If i is another invariant measure, then p < Jji.

(¢) Let XT denote the (af, b, e, d)-braco-process. Then
f}z{d;&}{l — ¢)® = P*[3t = 0 such that X| = 0] (x € N(A)), (1.30)

and the measure i is nontrivial if and only if the (af, b, ¢, d)-braco-process survives.

(d) Assume that ¢ > 0 and that A is infinite. If Y is a random variable such that i = L(Y).
and 7 is the upper invariant measure of the (a, b, ¢,d)-braco-process, then 7 = L(Pois(2))). If

it is nontrivial then so is v

Note that [Ji(dg¢)(1 — ¢)* is the probability that  individuals, sampled from a population
with resampling and selection in the equilibrium measure fi, all have defective genes.

The following is our main result.

Theorem 4 (Convergence to the upper invariant measure) Assume that (A, a) is in-
finite and homogeneous and that ¢ > 0. Let X be the (a,b, e,d)-bmco process started in a
homogeneous nontrivial initial law £{Xy). Then L(X:) = ¥ ast — oc, where ¥ is the upper

invariant mensure,



1.5 Methods

A key ingredient in the proofs of Theorem 3 (d} and Theorem 4 is the following property of

resampling-selection processes, which is of some interest on its own.

Lemma 5 (Extinction versus unbounded growth) Assume that ¢ = 0. Lef X be the

(a, b, e, d)-resem-process starting in an initial state ¢ € [0, 1]Y with |¢| < cc. Then e el g g

submartingale, and a martingale if d = 0. If moreover A is infinite, then
Ar=0 forsomet>=0 or ti_i.lil‘:m =no  AS. (1.31)
Note that by Theorem 1 (b},
E‘?[f:—%':‘l’h D] =g [f:—f".-':ﬁﬁ‘- ‘*’rf?] >e 2l (e 0,1, (1.32)

with equality if d = (), since 1 is a stationary state for the {a,f, b, e, 0)-resem-process. This shows
that e~ =% is a submartingale, and a martingale if d = (0. By submartingale convergence, |}
converges a.s. to a limit in [0, oc]. All the hard work of Lemma 5 consists of proving that this
limit is a.s. either 0 or oo, and that X' gets extinct in finite time if the limit is zero.

Once Lemma 5 is established the proof of Theorem 3 (d) is simple.

Proof of Theorem 3 (d) Let ) be a random variable such that i = £()) and let Y be a
random variable such that 7 = £(Y'). By (1.9), Theorem 1 (b), and Theorem 2 (f)
P[Thing(Pois(2Y) = 0] = Jim P![Pois(2¢;) = 0] = lim P#[Pois(2 ) = 0]

: e : =208 : (1.33)

< P®[3t > 0 such that X = 0] = P[Thin,(Y) = 0),

where we have used Lemma 5 in the equality marked with ‘. Since (1.33) holds for all
¢ € [0,1]*, the random variables I—‘ois(%}?} and Y are equal in distribution. By Lemma 5,

V| € {0,0c} a.s. and therefore if i is nontrivial then £(Pois(2Y)) is nontrivial. "

In view of Theorem 3 (d), it is natural to ask if for infinite lattices, every invariant law of the
(a, b, ¢, d}-braco-process is the Poissonization of an invariant law of the (a, b, ¢, d)-resem-process.
We do not know the answer to this question.

In order to give a very short proof of Theorem 4, we need one more lemma.

Lemma 6 (Systems with particles everywhere) Assume that (A, a) is infinite and homo-
geneous. Let X be the (a, b, o, d)-braco process started in a homogeneous nontrivial initial law
L(Xg). Then

nﬁ’i P[Thing, (X;} =0] =0, (1.34)

for all ¢, € [0, 1] satisfying |¢,| — oc.

Proof of Theorem 4 Let AT denote the (af, b, ¢, d)-resem-process. By Theorem 1 (a), Lem-

mas 5 and 6, and Theorem 2 (f),

Jim P[Thing(X:) =0] = Jim P|[Thin ¢ A X )= 0]
—+20 —+ 00 = (l‘ 35}
= P[3t > 0 such that X =0] = fi_f{d.-r}{l — ¢)*.

10



Since this holds for all ¢ € [0, 1]Y, it follows that £{X;) = 7. ]

Of course, all the hard work is in proving Lemmas 5 and 6, as well as the more basic Theorems 1
and 2. The heart of the proof of Theorem 2 is the bound in part (b). We derive this bound
using a ‘duality’ relation with a nonnegative error term, between the (a,b,e, d)-braco-process
and a super random walk (Proposition 24). We call this relation a subduality. Theorem 2 (b)
yields a lower bound on the finite time extinction probabilities of the {a, b, ¢, d)-resem-process
started with small initial mass (Lemma 25, in particular formula (5.1)), which plays a key role

in the proof of Lemma 5.

1.6 A spatial ergodic theorem

An essential ingredient in the proof of Lemma 6 is a spatial ergodic theorem for countable
groups that need not be amenable. Roughly speaking, a lattice is amenable if the surface of
large blocks is small compared to their volume. More precisely, a countable group A is called
amenable if for every finite nonempty B C A and = = 0, there exists a finite 4 C A such that
|BA A Al < 2|A|l. Here BA :={ba:bec B, a € A} and A denotes the symmetric difference.
(See [Pat88, Theorem 4.13].) For example, Z9 is amenable but the regular tree T¢ is not.

It is a common misconception that ergodic theorems hold on amenable groups only. For
example, one could get this impression from Krengel's book on ergodic theorems [Kreg5),
which devotes a section (Section 6.4) to ergodic theorems on amenable groups but doesn't
consider nonamenable gproups. Indeed, block averages on nonamenable lattices do in general
not converge to their ergodic mean, but it turns out that averages with respect to sufficiently
smooth probability distributions always converge. Since this fact seems not to have been noticed
before, we formulate here a spatial L2-ergodic theorem for general countable groups.

Let (E, B) be a measurable space and let A be a countable group with unit element (0. Define
shift-operators as in (1.17) and let 7 := {4 € BY : 7' (A) = A ¥i € A} denote the o-field of
shift-invariant events. Denote by L?(t) the L?-space of with respect to p square integrable real
functions, equipped with the L%norm || f|[u2 == ([ |f |?d;1,}';. Assume that P: A x A — [0,1]
satisfies . P(0,i) = L and P(i, j) = P(ki,kj) forall k € A, and that {i : P(0,4) > 0} generates
A. For any bounded real function ¢ on A, write Pe(i) := 3, P(i, j)o(j).

Theorem 7 (L*-ergodic theorem) Assume that o is a homogeneous probability measure on
Eh fE Lg{;j}: and that w, are probability distributions on A such that

lim |r, — Pr,|=0. {1.36)
Then
Y wa(i) foTi — E[f|T] in L*(y) asn— oo, (1.37)

where E[f|T]| denotes the conditional expectation (with respect to p) of f given T.

11



Probability distributions satistying (1.36) always exist. For example, one can take:
] 5l s
Tn = — EP M, (1.38)

where 7 is any probability distribution on A. (If the 7, are chosen as in (1.38), then the left-
hand side of (1.37) is the expected average of f as seen during the first n steps of a random

walk that steps from i to j with probability P(j,¢).) However, if the lattice is not amenable,
ol
e
subsets of A. Thus, block averages may not always be the right object to look at for the ergodic

it may not always be possible to take «,, of the form i, 1a, . where the A, are finite

ITeal.

1.7 Discussion

Generalizing our model, let X be a process in a Liggett-Spitzer subspace of MY, with local
jump rates
z=zT+bi=§ with rate a(i, j)

T =T+ 0; with rate 3°%_, bz, (1.39)
T+ T —38; with rate E:‘?:: cpri®

where " := 1 and 2™ := z(z — 1)--- (z—n+1) (n > 1). In particular, the (a, b, ¢, d)-braco-
process corresponds to the case k=1, by =0, by = b, ¢1 = d, and 2 = £. Processes with jump
rates as in (1.39) are known as reaction-diffusion systems. It has been known for a long time

that if the coefficients satisfy
a=al and b, =Ac, forsome AZ=10, (1.40)

then L£{Pois(A)) is a reversible equilibrium for the corresponding reaction-diffusion system.
Note that the (a, b, ¢, d)-braco-process satisfies (1.40) if and only if @ = af and d = 0.

The ergodic behavior of reaction-diffusion systems on A = Z7 satisfying the reversibility
condition (1.40) was studied by Ding, Durrett and Liggett in [DDL90]. For our model with
a = al and d = 0 on 2% they show that all homogeneous invariant measures are convex
combinations of 4y and I:(l"’nis{g}}. Their proof uses the fact that for a large block in Z4,
surface terms are small compared to volume terms, i.e., Z9 is amenable. Such arguments
typically fail on nonamenable lattices such as trees, and therefore it is at least not immediately
obvious if their methods can be generalized to such lattices. Owur Theorem 4 shows that all
homogeneons invariant measures of the (a, b, ¢, d)-braco-process are convex combinations of
Ay and 7, also in the non-reversible case o > 0 and for nonamenable lattices. Thus, neither
reversibility nor amenability are essential here.

On the other hand, we believe that amenability is essential for more subtle ergodic properties
of reaction-diffusion processes. In analogy with the contact process, let us say that a reaction-

diffusion process with by = 0 exhibits complete convergence, if

PrXie-|=plz)+(1—p(z))dy as t—oc (x € N(A)), (1.41)

12



where p(x) := P*|X; # 0 ¥t = 0] denotes the survival probability. It has been shown by
Mountford [Mou92] that complete convergence holds for reversible reaction-diffusion systems
on A = 24 satisfying (1.40), by = 0, and a first moment condition on a. We conjecture that
complete convergence holds more generally if @ = af and A is amenable, but not in general on
nonamenable lattices. As a motivation for this conjecture, we note that complete convergence
holds for the contact process on Z9 but not in general on T9; see Liggett [Ligd9)].

The self-duality of resampling-selection processes (Theorem 1 (b)) is reminiscent of the
self-duality of the contact process. It is an interesting question whether our methods can be
adapted to the contact process, to show that the upper invariant measure of the contact process
on a countable group is the limit started from any homogeneous nontrivial initial law.

Other interesting processes that some of our technigues might be applied to are multitype
branching-coalescing particle systems. For example, it seems natural to color the particles in a
branching-coalescing particle system in two (or more) colors, with the rule that in coalescence
of differently colored particles, the newly created particle chooses the color of one of its parents
with equal probabilities (neutral selection} or with a prejudice towards one color (positive
selection). More difficult questions refer to what happens when the two colors have different
parameters b, o, d or even different underlying motions a.

Another interesting question is whether the technigques in this paper can be generalized
to reaction-diffusion processes with higher-order branching and coalescence as in (1.39). It
seems plausible that these systems have some sort of resampling-selection dual too, now with

‘resampling” and ‘selection’ events involving three and more particles.

1.8 Outline

In Section 2 we construct (a, b, e, d)-braco-processes and (a, b, ¢, d)-resem-processes and prove
some of their elementary properties, such as comparison, approximation with finite systems,
moment estimates and martingale problems. Section 3 contains the proof of Theorem 1 and
of the subduality between branching-coalescing particle systems and super random walks. In
Section 4 we prove Theorems 2 and 3. In Section 5, finally, we prove Lemma 5, Theorem T,

and Lemma 6, thereby completing the proof of Theorem 4.
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2 Construction and Comparison

2.1 Finite branching-coalescing particle systems

For finite initial conditions, the (a, b, ¢, d)-braco-process X can be constructed explicitly using
exponentially distributed random variables. The only thing one needs to check is that X does
not explode. This is part of the next proposition. Recall the definitions of A(A) and S{A(A))
from (1.10) and of & from (1.1).

Proposition 8 (Finite braco-processes) Left X be the (a,b, e, d)-braco-process started in a
finite state z. Then X does not explode. Moreover, with 2%} := 2(z4+1)--- (2 + k —1), one has

E[|X|] < o™ et (k=1,2,..., t>0). (2.1)

For each f € S(N(A)), one has [} E[|Gf(X,)|ds < oc for all t = 0 and the process (M;)i=o
given by ,

M; = f(X:) — f G f(X.)ds {t=0) (2.2)
is a martingale with respect to the ﬁiﬂmﬁof.r; bgﬂﬂﬂ‘?"ﬂﬁf‘ﬂ' by X
Proof Introduce stopping times ry := inf{t > 0: |X,| = N}. Put fF(z) := |z|*le ¥ It is

easy to see that
{G + Z} ¥ (@) < kbla| Me™ ¥ — kblz|Me~+ = 0. 23)

The stopped process (Xiary }i=0 is a jump process in {x € N : |z| < N} with bounded jump

rates, and therefore standard theory tells us that the process (M;)i=g given by
My = fie (Xenes) - f“ e+ BHEas (20 (2.4)
is a martingale. By (2.3), it follows that £~ [|X AP L :'E—“UM-’V]'] < |z|"* and therefore
E*[| Xenry[®] < |z|®e ™ (k=1,2,..., t 2 0). (2.5)
In particular, setting & = 1, we see that
NPy <1 € E*[| Xenry |] < |2l (2 0), (2.6)

which shows that limy_, . P*[ry < t] = 0 for all t = 0, i.e., the process does not explode.
Taking the limit N T oc in (2.5), using Fatou, we arrive at (2.1).

If f € S(N(A)) then f is bounded on sets of the form {x € N : |z| < N}, and therefore
G f is well-defined. By standard theory, the processes (M;¥)i=p given by

AT

MY = f( Xenric) — : Gf(X.)ds  (t=0) (2.7)

are martingales. It is easy to see that f € S{N(A)) implies Gf € S(N(A)), and therefore
ﬁ: E[|Gf(X.)|ds < oc for allt = 0 by (2.1). Using (2.5), one can now check that for fixed t = 0,

the random variables {.-‘l-_ft""r},n,rgl are uniformly integrable. Therefore, taking the pointwise limit

in (2.7} we see that the process in (2.2) is a martingale. L
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2.2 Monotonicity and subadditivity

In this section we prove two simple comparison results for finite branching-coalescing particle

svstems.

Lemma 9 (Comparison of branching-coalescing particle systems) Lef X and X be the
(a. b, ¢, d}-braco-process and the (a, b.F. :i}— braco-process started in finite initial states ¥ and T,

respectively, Assume that
s<E bbb ozg dzd (2.8)

Then X and X can be coupled in such a way that
X <Xy (t=0). (2.9)

Proof We will construct a bivariate process (B, W), say of black and white particles, such that
X = B are the black particles and X = B + W are the black and white particles together.
To this aim, we let the particles evolve in such a way that black and white particles branch
with rates b and b, respectively, and additionally black particles give birth to white particles
with rate b — b. Moreover, all pairs of particles coalesce with rate 2¢, where the new particle
is black if at least one of its parents is black, and additionally each pair of black particles is
with rate 2 — 27 replaced by a pair consisting of one black and one white particle. Finally, all
particles die with rate d, and additionally, black particles change into white particles with rate
d—d. It is easy to see that with these mules, X and X are the (. b, ¢, d}-braco-process and the

{1, b, 7. :f}— braco-process, respectively. [ |

Lemma 10 (Subadditivity) Let X.Y., Z be (a, b, ¢, d)-braco-processes started in finite initial
states x,y, and x + y, respectively. Then XY, Z may be coupled in such o way that X and Y

are independent and
ZEX,HY, (EE0x (2.10)

Proof Consider a trivariate process (B, W, R), say of black, white and red particles, with initial
condition (x,y,0), such that each color evolves as an antonomonus (a,b, ¢, d)-braco-processes,
and additionally, pairs of black and white particles are with rate 2e replaced by a black and a
red particle, and pairs of white and red particles are with rate 2e replaced by one white particle.
It is not hard to see that X := B (black), ¥ := W + R (white + red) and Z := B + W (black
+ white) are (a, b, ¢,d)-braco-systems, and that X and Y are independent. [ ]

2.3 Infinite branching-coalescing particle systems

In this section we carry out the construction of branching-coalescing particle systems for infinite
initial conditions. We will also derive two results on the approximation of infinite systems with
finite systems, that are needed later on. Except for the statement about sample paths, the next

proposition has been proved in [Che87], but we give a proof here for the sake of completeness.



Proposition 11 (Construction of branching-coalescing particle systems) For each
[ € CLip(E5(A)) and t = 0, the function Sif defined in (1.11) can be ertended to a unique
Lipschitz function on £,(A). also denoted by S, f. There exists a unique (in distribution) time-

homogeneous Markov process in £,(A). with componentwise cadlag sample paths, such that
E*[f(X)] = Sef(x)  (f € Cuip(&5(A)), = € &(A), £ =0). (2.11)
We start with the following lemma.

Lemma 12 (Action of the semigroup on Lipschitz functions) If f : AN(A) — B s
Lipschitz continuous in the norm |- ||, from (1.14), with Lipschitz constant L, and K is the
constant from (1.12), then

1S:f(z) — Sef(y)] < LMz —y|l, (x4 e N(A), t >0). (2.12)

Proof It follows from Propaestion 8 that 2 E[f(X.)] = E[Gf(X;)] for all f € S(N(A)), t = 0.
Applying this to the function f(x) := ||z||, we see that
B (1Xelly) =~ ali, 5} (v — %) EXe(i)] + (b — d) E[|[ X}y
" e ) (2.13)
—e S HEXLYXe(i) = 1)] < (K +b—d)E[X]],],
and therefore
E™[|| Xell] < 5 W2l (z € A(A)). (2.14)

Let X* denote the (a,b, ¢, d)-braco-process started in x. By Lemma 9, we can couple X*, X'¥,
X=¥ and X*¥¥ such that X% < X7, X¥ < XY for all t > 0. It follows that

E(llxt — X¥ ] < B[ X — XL, (2.15)
By Lemma 10, we can couple X**¥ and X*"¥ to the process X*~¥ such that X7*¥ < X"V +
X 1r—y| for all £ = 0. Therefore, by (2.15) and (2.14),
E[|| X — X¥|l5) < E[IXE 5] < flo — gl S+, (2.16)
which implies that
[Sef(x) — Sef ()| < ENF(XF) — F(X)) < LE(|XF — XY||4] < Lilz — ylhel ™D, (2.17)

as required. |

Lipschitz functions on A(A) have a unique Lipschitz extension to £,(A). Thus, by Lemma 12,
St f can be uniquely extended to a function in Crip (£5(A)) for each f € CLip(&5(A)).

Lemma 13 (Construction of the process for fixed times) Let X" be (a,b, e, d)-braco-
processes started in initial states '™ € N(A) such that 2™ 1 = for some x € £, (A). Then the
X" may be coupled such that X'™ 1 X for some N -valued process X = (Xi)izo. The process
X satisfies X, € £.(\) a.s. ¥t = 0 and X is a Markov process with semigroup (S )=q-
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Proof It follows from Lemma 9 that the X'} can be coupled such that X}ﬂ} = X}nH} {t = 0),
and therefore X }”} I X¢ (t = 0) for some N".valued random variable X;. By (2.16),

E[1Xe~ X" y] = lim E[1X™ = X;"|] <l — 2S00 (218)

This shows in particular that E[||X:||,] < oc and therefore X; € £,(A) as. ¥t = 0. If f €
CLip(£4(A)) has Lipschitz constant L, then by (2.18),

|E[f(X,)] — E[f(X™)] < E[I£(X:) — F(X)]

. () e O (2.19)
< LE(|X, — X{||,] < Lljz — 2|, & -9,

and therefore

Ef(Xe)] = lim E[f(X")] = lim 8 (™) = Suf (2). (2.20)

This proves that for each x € £(A) and ¢ = 0 there exists a probability measure F(x,-) on
E,(A) such that [ Pi(x,dy)f(y) = Sef(x) for all f € Cpip(E,(A)). We need to show that X is
the Markov process with transition probabilities F(x, dy). Let Crip u(&5(A)) denote the class of
bounded Lipschitz functions on £ (A). Then Cpi, (£, (A)) is closed under multiplication and 5,
maps CLipb(£(A)) into itself. Therefore, forall 0 < #y < -+ <t and fi,..., fx € CLip.b(E(A)),

one has

E[fu(X{™) - fil X)) = S, f1Sta—tu f2 -+ Stumty_ (™). (2.21)

It follows from (2.18) that

k
|E[f1(X) - fi(Xn)] = E[AX) - flXEN]| < e — 2™y 3 LD TT |15 llo,
i=1 i
” (2.22)

where L; is the Lipschitz constant of f;. Taking the limit n | oc in (2.21), using (2.22), we see
that

E[fl{xfl} R fk(xfk}] = Sfl flsfz—h f? ol ka—fk- 1 f-‘f(IL {2'23}
i.e., X is the Markov process with semigroup (5;)¢g- n

Proof of Proposition 11 We need to show that the process X from Lemma 13 satisfies
Xt € £&(A) ¥t = 0 as. (and not just for fixed times) and that (X;(i))¢>0 has cadlag sample
paths a.s. for each i € A. It suffices to prove these facts on the time interval [0, 1]. We will
do this by constructing an £, (A)-valued process & such that 2 makes only upward jumps, and

the mumber of upward jumps of 2 dominates the number of upward jumps of X.
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Couple the process X from Lemma 13 to a process Y("! such that the joint process
(X" Y is the Markov process in N(A) x N(A) with generator

GX_.Yf{mi ?)’} =
Za{f N flz + 85— Siy+ 8) — fla,p)} + Z ali, j)y@){f(z.y +5;) — f(z.y)}
%Zﬁ"{t}{f{r +68;,y) — flz,y)} + hZu{ }{f(:r y+6)— flz,9)}

er{ N (i) — D{f(z — G,y + 8i) — f{r y)} +er{f W@ = &,y +68) — fz,9)}-

(2.24)
and initial state {Xﬁ”}, Y“Lﬂ}} = ('™, 0). Indeed, it is not hard to see that the first component
of the process with generator Gx v is the (a,b, ¢, d)-braco-process, and that 2 (n).= x(nlpyin

is the Markov process in A'(A) with generator

Gzf(z) = ali, ))2(iHf(z+8;) = f(2)} + b3 2 f(= +8) - £()} (2.25)

]
and initial state Z‘&ﬂ} = '™ In analogy with (2.14) it is easy to check that
E*(|1Z{ ) < [zl 5 (z € M(A), t20). (2.26)

Z'") makes only upward jumps and Z™(i) makes at least as many upward jumps as X(™(i).

Since X'™ (i) cannot become negative, it follows that
Ht e [0,1] : X7 # X)) < 2™6) + 227 ). (2.27)
Summing with respect to the «;, taking expectations, using (2.26), we see that

Z’n (It € [0,1) : XM (5) # XD H] < =z || (1 + 265+, (2.28)

Let Z be the increasing limit of the processes Z(™). It follows from (2.26) that Z; € £ (A) as.
Now
Xy <24 <2 Yt e [ﬂ, l] Aa.5., {22’;}

and therefore X, € &,(A) ¥t € [0, 1] as. Since a.s. all jumps oceur at different times,

[{t € 0,1] : X&) # X @ T I{E € [0,1] - Xom (6) # Xe(i)}] asm T oo, (2.30)

Thus, taking the limit n T oc in (2.28) we see that
Zm [[{t € [0,1] : Xe—(3) # Xe(@)H] < [|zlo(1 +25F0). (2.31)

This proves that X has a.s. componentwise cadlag sample paths. |

The proof of Proposition 11 yields a useful corollary.
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Corollary 14 (Locally finite number of jumps) The (a.b, ¢, d)-braco-process X satisfies
Y % E*[|{t € [0,1] : X (3) # Xe(@i)}] < llzllo(1 + 25+). (2.32)

We can now prove two approximation lemmas.

Lemma 15 (Convergence of finite dimensional distributions) Let X, X be the (a.b, . d)-

braco-process started in initial states x,, x € £,(\), respectively. such that
ﬂlil.g; |zn — x|l = 0. (2.33)

Then, forall 0 <t; < - < ., one has

XM, XYy = (X Xa) asn— o0, (2.34)
Proof Use (2.23) for x, and then let n — oc. "

Lemma 16 (Monotonicities for infinite systems) Lemmas 9 and 10 also hold for infinite
initial states. If X* X* are (a,b, ¢, d)-braco-process started in initial states .o, € £,(A),
such that =, T x. then X*, X™ may be coupled such that

Xin(i) T X5(i) asnfoc YieA t>0 as. (2.35)

Proof The proof of Proposition 11 shows that (2.35) holds if the =, are finite. To generalize
Lemma 9 to infinite initial states a, 7, it therefore suffices to note that if = < 7, then there
exist finite =, < T, such that x, T r and &, T Z, and then take the limit n T oc in (2.9)
using (2.35). Lemma 10 can be generalized to infinite x, y by approximation with finite x,,yn
in the same way. Finally, to see that (2.35) remains valid if the x, are infinite, note that by
Lemma 9 (which has now been proved in the infinite case), the processes X can be coupled
such that X7 (i) < X;""'(i) for all i € A and ¢ > 0. Denote the increasing limit of the X*» by
X*. Lemma 15 shows that X has the same finite dimensional distributions as the (a.b, e, d)-
braco-process started in x and it follows from Corollary 14 that X* has componentwise cadlag

sample paths. |

2.4 Construction and comparison of resampling-selection processes

We equip the space [0, 1] with the product topology and let C([0, 1]%) denote the space of
continuous real functions on [0, 1]*, equipped with the supremum norm. By €2 ([0, 1]4) we de-
note the space of 2 functions on 0, l]“‘L depending on finitely many coordinates. By definition,
€2, ([0, 1]4) is the space of continuous functions f on [0, 1]* such that the partial derivatives

% f(¢) and WE':%;?_UT f(@) exist for each z € (0,1)* and such that the functions

0 (305 F(9))en md 6 (5 f(@)ien (2.36)
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can be extended to continuous functions from [0, 1]* into the spaces £1(A) and £1(A?) of abso-

lutely summable sequences on A and A?, respectively, equipped with the £!-norm. Define an
operator G : C2, ([0, J*) — C([0, 1]) by

GF(9):=_ali ))(¢(J) — 6(1)) 5 £ (@) +6D_ ()1 - 6(0)) i £ ()

g _ * (2.37)
+e) o)1 - ¢ig5pf(0) —d 3 _eli)gmie) (@ el01Y).

One can check that for f ﬂfl.[n{[{1, l]“"‘]l1 the infinite sums converge in the supremumnorm
and the result does not depend on the summation order [Swa%9, Lemma 3.4.4]. We say that
a [0, l]““—vaiued process A solves the martingale problem for G, it A has cadlag sample paths
and for each f e C2,,([0,1]*), the process (M,);~y defined by

M, = f(xt}_f”tgf(xa}ds (t>0) (2.38)

is a martingale with respect to the filtration generated by X'. It suffices to check this condition
for all f € Cg,([0,1]Y) (see [Swa99, Lemma 3.4.5]).

Let Cig qn [0, oc) denote the space of continuous functions from [0, oc) into [0, 14, equipped
with the topology of uniform convergence on compacta. If XY™ X are Clo.aja 0, oc)-valued
random variables, then we say that X' converges in distribution to X, denoted as X = &,
when LA Lﬂ}} converges weakly to £(A"). Convergence in distribution implies convergence of
the finite-dimensional distributions (see [EK86, Theorem 3.7.8]). The fact that a Cy 54 [0, oc)-
valued random variable A solves the martingale problem for G is a property of the law of A only.
Standard results from [EK86] yield the following (for the details, see for example Lemma 4.1

in [Swal0)):

Lemma 17 (Existence and compactness of solutions to the martingale problem)
For each ¢ € |0, l]"",. there exists o solution X fo the martingale problem for G with initial
state Ay = &, and each solution to the martingale problem for G has combtinuous sample paths.

Moreover, the space {L(X) : X' solves the martingale problem for G} is compact in the topology
af weak convergence.

If & solves the SDE (1.3), then A" solves the martingale problem for §. Conversely, each
solution to the martingale problem for G is equal in distribution to some {weak) solution of the
SDE (1.3). Thus, existence of (weak) solutions to (1.3) follows from Lemma 17. Distribution
unigqueness of solutions to (1.3) follows from pathwise uniqueness, which is in turn implied by

the following comparison result.

Lemma 18 (Monotone coupling of linearly interacting diffusions) Let I < & be a
closed interval, let o : [ — R be Hﬁﬁdﬂr—%—mnﬁmmm,. and let by by 1 I — B Lipschitz continu-
ous functions such that by < bo. Let A" (o = 1,2) be solutions, relative to the same system of
Brounian motions, of the SDE

dX2(0) = 3 al, i) (A2 () — A2 ()t + ba(X2(0))dt + o (X () Be(i). (2.39)

¥
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(€A, t>0). Then
Xy < A3 implies X' <X ¥t>0 as. (2.40)

Proof We adapt a technique due to Yamada and Watanabe [YWT71] to the infinite dimensional

case, very much in the spirit of Theorem 3.2 in [SS80]. Set A, (i) := X} (i) — A2(i) and write

=z v0. We will show that Af(i} =0 (i € A) implies A} (i) =0forallt >0 and i € A.
Since f“ " % = o, it is not hard to see that we can choose continuous functions p, : E — R

such that

1
1 n
0< palz) =< —1, 1,(x) and fd-xﬂn:=l. 2.41
pnlz) e ﬂ"'-.ll}( ) j pn(x) ( )
Define twice continuously differentiable functions ¢, by
T U
Pnlx) :=f d-yf dz pn(z) (r e R). (2.42)
0 0
Then,
(i) 0< () 1at asn T oo,
(i) 0= an(z) T Lzsoy as n | oc, (2.43)
(iii) 0 < |z|¢h(z) < L.
Now

dA() =~ al(j, i) (Ae() — Ae(i))dt+ (ba( A7 (i) —ba (X2 (0)) dt + (o( X (3)) — o (X2 (i) dBe(i).

: (2.44)

Itd's formula gives

den(Aeli)) = Za(:h (A7) — Adi))d (Ae(i))dt + (ba (X[ (i) — ba( X7 (1)) S (De (i) )t

+% {5(‘1}1{"5}} - G(A"f(-i}}}gqﬁii(ﬁt(-é}}dt + martingale terms.

(2.45)
Since o is Holder-3-continuous, by (2.43) (iii)
(o161 4)) — o(X2()*$1(An) < KIAGISHAD) < (2.46)
Taking expectations in (2.45) and letting n | oc, using (2.43), we get
B 0))= [ E[30al.0(A:0) - Adi) 1,500
¥ / E[ (b1 (42 )) — b2(X2(0))) L, 505 (2.47)
g/ﬁ E[Y a(ji)A}(j)ds] + LA E[A}(i)ds],
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Here we have used that E[AT(i)] = 0, that (A,(j) — Ay (i) 1A, (ip>0p can only be positive
when A,(j) > As(i) > 0, and that (b (X(3)) —bo (X2 (i)))1{a,(i)=0} can only be positive when
Ai) = A2(i), in which case

b7 () — ba( X2 (0)) < bo(X)(0)) — ba(A2(0)) < LIXJ(6) - AZ(@) = LAS (i), (2.48)

where L is the Lipschitz-constant of by. Recall the norm || - ||, from (1.14) and let K be the
constant from (1.12). It is easy to see that (2.47) implies

E(|af 4] < (K+L}£ E[J|AZ [l ]ds. (2.49)

The result now follows from Gronwall’s lemmea. [ |

Corollary 19 (Comparison of resampling-selection processes) Assume that X, X are
solutions to the SDE (1.3), relative to the same collection of Brounian motions, with parameters

(. b, e, d) and {:1._5,{:._ d_} and starting in initial states ¢, ;5 respectively, Assume that

d<¢p, d—b>d—-b d=>d. (2.50)

Then
X <X YVt=0 as (2.51)

Proof Immediate from Lemma 18 and the fact that by (2.50), br(l —x) —dr < bx(l — x) —dx
for all = € [0, 1]. "
Our next lemma shows that resampling-selection processes with finite initial mass have finite
mass at all later times. The estimate (2.52) is not very good if b— d < 0, but it suffices for our
PUrposes.

Lemma 20 (Summable resampling-selection processes) Lef A" be the (a.b, e, d)-resem-
process started in = € [0,1]% with |z| < oc. Setr = (b—d)v0. Then, for all t =0,

EI[|X¢|] < |zle™, (2.52)
and || < oo ¥t =0 a.s

Proof Without loss of generality we may assume that b > d; otherwise, using Corollary 19,
we can bound X from above by a braco-process with a higher b, Set r := b — d and put
(i) == A {-i}ﬁ_”. By Itd's formula,
dVeli) = Za{j._ D(F) — Veli) ) dt — be " (i dt + e~ e (i) (1 — X)) dBe(i). (2.53)
3
Set y := inf{t = 0 : || = N}. Integrate (2.53) up to ¢t A 7y and sum over i. The motion

terms yield

/ Z aG, ))(Da() — V(i) ds
-/ M"Z 3 ol 9)24)ds - [ Z S el )30 ds =0

(2.54)
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where the infinite sums converge in a bounded pointwise way since |Y.| < N for s < 7. It

follows that
AT

inew| =l =53 f TR e + Y f VG = ) e dBu(i),  (255)

provided we can show that the infinite sum of stochastic integrals converges. Indeed, for any

finite A C A, by the 1td isometry,
tATN 3
SE[| [ VeAm-A@)edB)] |
e tATr ATy (2 E‘ﬁ}

=y J;M A= s(-s}}e-‘—‘”d.q] < cE[[ |x,,|d.q] < etN,

i 0

which shows that the stochastic integrals in (2.55) are absolutely summable in L?-norm. It
follows from (2.55) that

E*||Xenrylle™™ < E*(|Xenrnle™™ ™) = E*[|Vinry |] < l2l. (2.57)

Now NP [ry < t] < lz|e™ for all + = 0, which shows that 7y | oc as N | oc a.s. Letting
N 1 oo in (2.57) we arrive at (2.52). n

We conclude this section with two results on the continmity of X' in its initial state.

Lemma 21 (Convergence inlaw) Assume that XY™ X are (a.b, e, d)-resem-processes, started
in 2™, x € (0,17, respectively. Then ") — z implies X" = X

Proof By Lemma 17, the laws £{X™)) are tight and each cluster point of the £{AX'™)) solves
the martingale problem for G with initial state x. Therefore, by unigueness of solutions to the

martingale problem, X" = x. |

Lemma 22 (Monotone convergence) Let X'™ X be (a,b, e, d)-resem-processes started in
z® x € [0,1]}, respectively, such that
™ 1z as n | oc. (2.58)
Then X', X may be defined on the same probablity space such that
™) T X)) VieA t20 as nloc as (2.59)

Proof Let X" X be solutions of the SDE (1.3) relative to the same system of Brownian
motions. By Corollary 19, X () < P+ gnd ¥ < ¥ for all n. Write ﬁgﬂ} et e X}ﬂ} and
set 71" :=inf{t > 0: A" > £}. A caleulation as in (2.47) shows that

d|A™|, < (K + L)|A™||dt  + martingale terms. (2.60)
It follows that
E[”&E:TEH] ”’:r] < Iz = z™ ”’:rfgi W, (2.61)

Now cP[ri™ < 4] < ||z — 2™ ||, e!5+5)t from which we conclude that i | oc as n T oc for

every £ > (. n

23



3 Duality

3.1 Duality with error term

Before we prove the two duality formulas in Theorem 1 (a) and (b), as well as the subduality
between branching-coalescing particle systems and super random walks, we formulate a general
theorem giving sufficient conditions for two martingale problems to be dual to each other
possible error term. Although the techniques for proving Theorem 23 below are well-known
(see, for example, [EK86, Section 4.4]), we don't know a good reference for it.

It E be a metrizable space, we denote by M({E), B(E) the spaces of real Borel measurable
and bounded real Borel measurable functions on E, respectively. If 4 is a linear operator from
a domain D(A) C B(E) into M(E) and X is an E-valued process with cadlag sample paths,
then we say that X solves the martingale problem for A if for each f € D(A),

L E[|Af(X,)|[ds<oc  (t=0), (3.1)

and the process (M;)s=o defined by

t
M, = f(X;) — f Af(X,)ds (t=0) (3.2)
0
is a martingale with respect to the filtration generated by X.

Theorem 23 (Duality with error term) Assume that E;, E5 are mefrizable spaces and that
fori=1,2, A; is a linear operator from a domain D(A;) C B(E;) into M(E;). Assume that
U £ B(E x Es) satisfies U(-, x2) € D A1) and V(x1,-) € D(As) for each &1 € Ey and 12 € Es,
and that

Dy (z1,22) = AV(-, m2)(1) and  Po(xy, x2) = AoW(xy,-)(x2) (z1 € E1, 2 € Eb)
(3.3)
are jointly measurable in 1 and 2. Assume that X' and X? are independent solutions to the

martingale problems for Ay and As, respectively, and that

T T
fdsfth“iIu{X,}._Xf}l] <oo  (TEN =12 (3.4)
1 1]
Then &
E[¥(X}, X§)] - E[¥(Xg, X)) =f“dt E[R(X{, X7 )] (T=0), (3.5)

where R(xy,x0) := O1(x1, 72) — Po(x1,22) (11 € E1, 72 € E3).

Proof Put
F(s,t):= E[W(X}, X3)] (s, t=0). (3.6)
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Then, for each T = 0,

T T
f dt {F(t,0) — F(0,t)} =/ dt {F(T —t,t) — F(0,t) — F(T —t,t)+ F(t,0)}
1] 0

T T
=f dt {F(T —t,t) — F(0,t)} — f dt {F(t, T —t) — F(t,0)},
0 0
(3.7)
where we have subsituted t — T — ¢ in the term —F(T" —t,¢). Since X! solves the martingale

problem for Ay,

T—t
E[U(X}_, 22)] — E[¥(X3, 22)] =£ ds E[d1(X},22)]  (w2€ E), (3.8)

and therefore, integrating the ra-variable with respect to the law of X7, using the independence
of X! and X? and (3.4), we find that

fdr‘{fr{j —t r}— F(0,1)} = fdr‘{}:‘ [W(X7_,, X7)] — E[¥(Xy, X;-’}]}

/dff qu X, x2)] = fdr‘quE X1, X))

Treating the second term in the right-hand side of (3.7) in the same way, we find that

(3.9)

f:it{f'(t,u}— F(0,t)} = /];ia‘f:iq E[&(X]_,, X2)] - /i:ifﬁiq E[®,(X} ., X7)]. (3.10)
1] o ) 0 1] L]

Differentiating with respect to T" we arrive at (3.5). |

3.2  Duality and self-duality

Proof of Theorem 1 (a) We first prove the statement for finite x. We apply Theorem 23.

Our duality function is
Uiz, ¢):=(1—-¢)" (xeNA), ¢<c[0,1]"). (3.11)
We need to check that the right-hand side in (3.5) is zero, ie., that
GU(¢)(x) = GMU(z, (@) (o€ 0,11%, z€ N(A)), (3.12)

where G be the generator of the (a, b, ¢, d)-braco-process, defined in (1.1), and Gt is the gen-

erator of the (af, b, ¢,d)-resem-process, defined in (2.37). Note that since x is finite, ¥(z,-) €



2 ([0,1]%). We check that
GU(-, ¢)(z)
- Za{f {1 —6(1)) — (1 - ¢(@) 1 — ¢y % + th(-'}{(l — 6(i)) — 11 - )
+er( i) (i) — {1 — (1 — 6(2)}(1 — 9"~ +er{ i1 — (1 — (i)} (1 — @)™
= - Za*(sx i)((F) — d(i))ax(E)(1 — ¢y~ bZ B (1 — BE)(i)(1 — 6y
+ez B(i)(1 — (i))(i)(x(i) — 1)(1 — g~ +dz B(i)a(i)(1 — ¢)*~"
— MUz, )(6) (b€ l0.1}, z e N(A)).

(3.13)
Set
B(a,6) = GU(- 9)(z) = §TW(z, )(¢) (€ [0.1), x € N(A)). (3.14)
It is not hard to see that there exists a constant K such that
Bz, 0) < K(1+ 1) (€01, zeN(A)). (3.15)

Therefore, condition (3.4) is satisfied by (2.1).
To generalize the statement from finite x to general x € &£,(A), we apply Lemma 16.
Choose finite '™ such that ™! | = and couple the (a,b, ¢, d)-braco-processes X'™, X with

initial conditions =™, x, respectively, such that X! 1 X. Then, foreacht = 0 and ¢ £ 0, l]"‘1
E°[(1- 2™ | E®[(1- X)*] asnT oo, (3.16)
and
5y lnl ]
E[(1-¢)"] L E[(1- )] asn o, (3.17)
where we used the continuity of the function x +— (1—¢)* with respect to increasing sequences.B

Proof of Theorem 1 (b) We first prove the statement under the additional assumption that
v and 1 are summable. Recall that by Lemma 20, if A}, is snmmable then A} is summable for
allt > 0 as. Let §:= {¢ € [0, l]"L : @] < oo} denote the space of summable states. We apply
Theorem 23. Our duality function is

W, 0) = e P (4,0¢89). (3.18)

Let G, Gt denote the generators of the {a, b, e, d}resem-process and the {a,f._ b, e, d)-resem-process,

as in (2.37), respectively. We need to show that the right-hand side in (3.5) is zero, ie., that
GU(-,¥) (o) = GT (¢, )(x0). It is not hard to see that (-, 1), ¥(¢,-) € Coum([0,1]*) for each



o v = . We caleulate
GU(,)(6) = { D ali.)(6() — SEN=2r() +bY 6(0)(1 - 60 (Do)

+e 3601 - )~ 1) —d 3 6 (-1 () fe el V)

2

=43 aG (e - (Y ali 1) > oli(i) (3.19)

#6001 — 6P (1 - 9(0) - d Y qs(-r:rw(r}}r:‘
=GM (s, ) ().

It is not hard to see that there exists a constant K such that
IGU(- ¥} o) < Kl|o||¥] (6.9 € 8). (3.20)

Therefore, condition (3.4} is implied by Lemma 20, and Theorem 23 is applicable. To generalize

the result to general ¢, € [0, l]"‘1 we apply Lemma 22, |

3.3 Subduality

Fix constants 3 € B, v > 0. Let M(A) := {¢ € [0,00)" : |¢| < oo} be the space of finite
measures on A, equipped with the topology of weak convergence, and let ) be the Markov

process in M(A) given by the unique pathwise solutions to the SDE

V(i) = 3 ali, HOAG) — (i) dt + BVe(i) dt + /33D(0) dBi(i) (3.21)

1

{t =0, i 2 A). Then Y is the well-known super random walk with underlying motion a, growth

parameter 1 and activity . One has
E‘?’[f:_':y*‘- t"')}] = ¢~ 0. UY) (3.22)

for any ¢ € M(A) and bounded nonnegative 1» : A — R, where u; = U1 solves the differential

equation

Sudd) =Y a(G ) (ue(d) — ueld)) + Bue(i) — yueli)® (i€ A, £>0) (3.23)
J
with initial condition ug = ¢». The semigroup (4 }¢>¢ acting on bounded nonnegative functions
1 on A is called the log-Laplace semigroup of Y.

We will show that (a, b, e, d}-braco-process and the super random walk with underlying
motion af, growth parameter b — d + ¢ and activity ¢ are related by a duality formula with a
nonnegative error term. In analogy with words such as subharmonic and submartingale, we
call this a subduality relation.
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Proposition 24 (Subduality with a branching process) Let X be the (a.b,e, d)-braco-
process and let Y be the super random walk with underlying motion af, growth parameter b—d+e
and activity c. Then

E*[e X)) > E[e= VT (ze£y(A), 6 € M(N)). (3.24)

Proof We first prove the statement for finite . We apply Theorem 23 to X and J considered
as processes in N(A) and M(A), respectively. The process ) solves the martingale problem

for the operator
HI ()= Za*u i)(6(7) — 6(i)) gy (0) + (b—d +¢) Z (i) gt f ()

3.25
+*‘Z¢'(}Wf(m} (¢ € [0,1%) (3.25)

defined for functions ¢ in the space C3_, [0, :!c-}"" of bounded C? functions on [0, :sc}"L depending
on finitely many coordinates. Our duality function is Wz, ¢) = e~ We observe that
U(x,-) € C3, 10, oc)™ for all £ € N'(A) and calculate

CU(-, $)(z) = { (i, j)2(6) (#0000 — 1) + bZr(é (-0 1)
§ - 3.26
+ ¢ (i) (i) — 1)(*? - +dzr( (e - 1)} ~(6:2), @)

and

H¥(z, )(0)={ T ' )a0)((i) — 6(3)) - (b — d+ A(i)é()
+e) x{i}*;ﬁ(:‘}}a—mfﬂ

(r e N(A), ¢ € M(A)). It is not hard to see that there exists a constant K such that

(3.27)

GU( ¢)@)| < K[zl and [HU(z,)(8)| < Klaf2|g]  (z € N(A), p€ M(A)). (3.28)

and therefore condition (3.4) is implied by (2.1) and the elementary estimate E[|J;]] < e®=d+)t| |

One has

GU(-,$)(z) ~ HU(z, )(8) = { 3 ali )z(@) ("~ 1~ (6() - 9(4)))

+D ol -1+ 600 +rzjr( )(z(i) = 1)(e* — 1 - 6()) (3.29)
+er{}r=¢“* 1 o(0) fe= (0. >

and therefore, for finite x, (3.24) is implied by Theorem 23. The general case follows by

approximation, using Lemma 16. |



4 The Maximal Processes

4.1 The maximal branching-coalescing process

Using Proposition 24 we can now prove Theorem 2.

Proof of Theorem 2 Choose z'™ € &,(A) such that /™/(i) | oc for all i € A. By Lemma 16,
the (a, b, ¢, d)-braco processes X () started in =™, respectively, can be coupled such that X }ﬂ} <
X }n-“} for each t = 0. Define X>) = (X EE}}tgﬂ as the N -valued process that is the pointwise
increasing limit of the X", By Proposition 24 and (3.22),

) s
B[l e X™)] <1 e~ (€8 US™) (o0, icA). (4.1)

where (U4 )¢=q¢ is the log-Laplace semigroup of the super random walk with underlying motion
al, growth parameter r := b — d + ¢ and activity c. It follows that

L) ]
E[X™(i) = lil}blE_lE[l - fi_':E'E"‘XE >] <lime (1 - e~ (0, Us! }}] = U™ (i) (4.2)
el

=10

(t =0, i € A). Using the explicit solution of (3.23) for constant initial conditions, it is easy to
see that 2,z T U,0c, where

(4.3)

(See, for example, [F503a, formula (32)].) Letting n T oc in (4.2) we arrive at Theorem 2 (b).

Moreover, we see that

E[IX{ @)h] sthood Svi<oo  (£>0), (4.4)

and therefore X}m} € £,(A) as. for each t = 0. Part (a) of the theorem now follows from
Lemma 16. Using Theorem 1 (a) and the continuity of the function x — (1 — ¢)* with respect

to increasing sequences, reasoning as in (1.28), we see that
P[Thing( X"y =0 = PPlaf =0] (s €[0,1]*, t>0), (4.5)

where X' denotes the (af, b, ¢, d)-resem-process. Since formula (4.5) determines the distribution
of X}m} uniquely, the law of X }m} does not depend on the choice of the 2™ | oc (t = 0). This
completes the proof of part (c) of the theorem.

To prove part (d), fix 0 < s < t. Choose yn € £(A), ya(i) T oo ¥i € A and let X™) be the
(a, b, ¢, d}-braco-process started in )_(‘En} s X}i} W Yp. Then Xﬁﬂ} i § }i} and therefore, by
Lemma 9, J_C,En} and Xt(m} may be coupled such that J_C,En} > Xt(ﬂc}. By part (c) of the theorem,
¥ ,Eﬂ} and X ,E"“} may be coupled such that J_C,En} I X,EE} and therefore Xéx} and X}m} may he

coupled such that Xém} > X }E}.



It follows that E{X}m}} | 7 for some probability measure 7 on £,(A). Set p := E{X&m}}

and let (5;)i=¢ denote the semigroup of the (a, b, e, d)-braco-process. Recall the definition of
Cripk(€,(A)) above (2.21). One has

7@ = fim [ plansis(@) (4.6)

for every f € Cripb(E4(A)). Therefore, since S; maps Crip (&4 (A)) into itself,

[rans.s@ = fm [ sdnsis.t@ = [oani@ @z, @.7)

for every f € Crip b(€(A)), which shows that ¥ is an invariant measure. If v is another invariant
measure, then E{XEE}} = vforall t = 0. Letting { — oc, we see that 7 = v, proving part (e)

of the theorem. Part (f} has already been proved in the introduction. |

4.2 The maximal resampling-selection process

The proof of Theorem 3 (a)-(c} is similar to the proof of Theorem 2, but easier. Recall that

Theorem 3 (d) is proved in Section 1.5.

Proof of Theorem 3 (a)—(c) Part (a) can be proved in the same way as Theorem 2 (d),
using Lemma 22. The proof of part (b) goes analogue to the proof of Theorem 2 (e). To see
why (1.30) holds, note that for any ¢ [0, 1], by Theorem 1 (a),

f i(de)(l — )" = Jim P![Thiny,(x) = 0] = Jim P*[Thiny(X]) = 0]. (4.8)

To complete the proof of part (¢) we must show that jf is nontrivial if and only if the {a,f, b. e, d)-
process survives. Using subadditivity (Lemma 10) it is easy to see that the (af, b, ¢, d)-process
survives if and only if I’*';*[X:r # 0%t = 0] > 0 for some i € A. Formula (1.30) implies that
[ 7(de)o(i) = P%[X] # 0¥t > 0], which shows that i = & if and only if the (af, b, e, d)-process
survives. If § # &y then the measure 7 conditioned on {¢ : ¢ # 0} is an invariant measure of
the (a, b, ¢, d)-resem-process that is stochastically larger than . By part (b), this conditioned

measure is 7T itself, thus @({0}) =0, i.e., { is nontrivial. [ |

5 Convergence to the Upper Invariant Measure

5.1 Extinction versus unbounded growth

In this section we prove Lemma 5. It has already been proved in Section 1.5 that e~ el ig g
submartingale. Therefore, if b = 0, then |X}| converges a.s. to a limit in [0, oc]. If b = 0 then
it is easy to see that |X}| is a nonnegative supermartingale and therefore also in this case |
converges a.s. Thus, all we have to do is to show that limy . | 4| takes values in {0, oc} as.
(Proposition 26 below), and that A gets extinct in finite time if the limit is zero (Lemma 25).
Throughout this section, ¢ > 0 and A" is the (a, b, ¢, d}-resem- process starting in an initial state
¢ € [0, 1]* with |¢| < oc.



Lemma 25 (Finite time extinction) One has &; = 0 for some t = 0 a.s. on the event

lim; .~ | A = 0.

Proof Choose '™ € £, (A) such that ™ (i) T oc for all i € A. Let X™ denote the (af, b, e, d)-
braco-process started in ™ and let X'™T denote the maximal {af, b, e, d)-braco-process. By
Theorem 1 (a) and Theorem 2 (b),

POLX, # 0] = lim P[Thiny, (") # 0] = lim P[Thin(X{™") # 0] -

5.1
- p[lllil1¢{x(’-‘°}*} £0] < E‘[ll‘hm,;,{X("“H}l] (6, (X)) < |pfthroc,

where U;oc is the function on the right-hand side in (1.23). Choose £ > 0 and ¢ > 0 such that
ldy, 00 *i 5- Let (Fi)y=g denote the filtration generated by X'. By (5.1),

%1“‘1” <e} < FlX 1, = 01F] < P[3s 2 0st. X, = 0|F) (5.2)

Now
Ylim, o0 &, = 0) Slminfloa < o, Lick

while
P[H.‘? E 0 s.t. c:t.,g = ﬂl.?'-t] = 1{33 >0 s.t. ‘_'t’a g ﬂ} as t — oC Ay {551}

by a general property of strong Markov processes (see, for example, [F503a, Lemma A.1]).
Letting t — oo in (5.2), using (5.3) and (5.4), we find that §1{,, . v,-gy < L350 s.t. Xa=0}
EES [ |

To finish this section, we need to prove:

Proposition 26 (Convergence to zero or infinity) Assume that A is infinite.  Then
lim; . || € {0, 0¢} a.s

Since the proof of Proposition 26 is rather long we will skip some of the boring details. Our

first step is:

Lemma 27 (Integrable fluctuations) One has
f 3 (i) (1 - (i) dt < oo (5.5)
0 5

a.s. on the event lime . || € [0, o).

Proof For any 1 € [0, 0o} with |1| < oc one has e~} € C2,,([0,1]*) and (compare (3.19))

Ge+¥)(g)={ - Zﬁu[}mnum—un
3 5.6
+Z P(i)(1 — Gﬂ(*}}{frr,-z( i) — bap(i)) +dZ qﬁ{t’}t-b(-i}}f:_':‘?“' ¥), 56)

Since X solves the martingale problem for G,
fﬁf A (@,)ds] = E[e= (W] — =00 (2> 0). (5.7)
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Choose A > 0 such that ¢A2 —bA =: p > 0 and v, & 0, :x:}'ﬂ" with || < oo such that ¢+, T A
Then the bounded pointwise limit of the function i — 3, al (7,i)(tn(§) — Wn(i)) is zero and
therefore, taking the limit in (5.7), using Lemma 20, we find that

EM:Z{;M#&}U = x,;{:'}}+Ad;t;(e'}}ﬁ—,h|xgld5] = E[ﬁ—hlk‘q] _e= (0%, (58)
Letting ¢ T oo, using the fact that the right-hand side of (5.8) is bounded by one, we see that
f: Z {M’:(i}(l — X (i) + ,hdét’t{é}} e~ Al dt < o0 as, (5.9)

which implies (5.5). .

Lemma 28 (Process not started with only zeros and ones) For every 0 < = < | there

erists a §,r = 0 such that
PolX(i)e(e,1—e)Vte [0,r]] =8  (icA ¢e0,1]Y, ¢(i) (251 -2¢)). (5.10)

Proof Since sup; Y jali,j) < oc and all the components of the (a, b, ¢, d)-resem-process take
values in [0, 1], the maximal drift that the i-th component X;(i) can experience (both in the
positive and negative direction) can be uniformly bounded. Now the proof of (5.10} is just a

boring caleulation, which we skip. |

Lemma 29 (Convergence to zero or one) Almost surely on the event lim,_ _ |X;| € [0, o<},
there erists a set A C A such that limy_.o Ay(i) =1 for all i € A and limy_.« Xi(i) = 0 for all
i€ A\A.

Proof Imagine that the statement does not hold. Then, by the continnity of sample paths,
with positive probability lim; . |X¢| € [0,0¢) while there exists 0 < = < ll such that for every
T > 0 there exists t > T and i € A with A3(i) € (25,1 — 2¢). Using Lemma 28 and the strong
Markov property, it is then not hard to check that with positive probability lim; . || € [0, o¢)
while there exist infinitely many disjoint time intervals [ty, # + ] and points iy € A such that
Ay(ix) € (2,1 —£) for all t € [ty, ). + r]. This contradicts Lemma 27. ]

Lemma 30 (Convergence to one on a finite nonempty set) Almost surely on the event

lim; .~ || € (0, 0¢), the set A from Lemma 29 is finite and nonempty.

Proof It is clear that A is finite as. on the event lim, .. |X;| < oc. Now imagine that A
is empty. Then, a.s. on the event lim; .. |A:| = 0, there exists a random time T such that
(i) < 3 forallt > T and i € A. Since z(1—2) > 4z on [0, ], it follows that a.s. on the event

limg oo |A:] = 0,

o0 " o l a0 s ;
L iZ;tt( )1 p(i))dt = EL || . (5.11)
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We arrive at a contradiction with Lemma 27. [ ]

Proof of Proposition 26 Let A be the random set from Lemma 29, We will show that
A = A as. on the event lim; . |A%| £ (0,0¢). In particular, by Lemma 30, if A is infinite this
implies that the event lim,; .. |A;| € (0,0¢c) has zero probability. Assume that with positive
probability lim; .~ || € (0,0¢) and A # A. By Lemma 30, A is nonempty, and therefore by
irreducibility there exist i € A\A and j € A such that a(i, j) > 0 or a(j,i) > 0. If a(i,j) > 0
then by the fact that the counting measure is an invariant measure for the Markov process
with jump rates a and by the finiteness of A, there must also be an ' € A\A and j' € A such
that a(j’,#) = 0. Thus, there exist ¢, j € A such that a(j,¢) > 0 and with positive probability
limg .o Ap(i) = 0, and lim .o A (7} = 1. It is not hard to see that this violates the evolution
in (1.3). (We skip the details.) L

5.2 The spatial ergodic theorem

In this section we prove the spatial ergodic theorem Theorem 7 and a simple consequence of
it. Our proof of Theorem 7 follows the usual pattern for an L?-ergodic theorem, but with one
subtle point. If one proceeds too naively, then it seems that instead of (1.36) one needs the
stronger condition

im |rp—mae T3 =0 'Wie A, (5.12)

T—o0
which can probably not be satisfied on general groups. To see that in fact (1.36) is all one

needs, an extra argument is needed to show that

ZP{&{!} foeTi=Ff implies f=foT, VYich a.5. (5.13)

Note that functions P satisfying the assumptions of Theorem 7 always exist: it A C Aisa

generating set and ) is a probability distribution with support A, then one can take P(i,j) :=
Q(i~J).

Proof of Theorem 7 Note that 3, PT(0,i) = 1 and that {i : PT(0,i) > 0} generates A. Set
Pt(i,§) := P(j,4) and define S : L?(p) — L*(p) by

Sf =Y " P0,i)f o Ts. (5.14)
i
Note that, since p is homogeneous,

I1SFllwz <3 P10, o Tilluz = lIfllu2, (5.15)

ie., §is a contraction. Set

H:={feL*u): foT,=fViecA),

. (5.16)
H':={f e L(p): 8f = f}.
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As announced in (5.13), we will prove that H = H’. The inclusion H C H’ is obvious, so
assume that f € H'. Let Y = (Y (i))iea be an E*-valued random variable with law £(Y) = .
Fix a point k € A and let £ = (£, ),z be a random walk on A, independent of ¥, with transition
probabilities

Plgnyr = jlén =il = P'(i,5)  (n>0, i,j€A), (5.17)

and initial state £y = k. Define an E-valued process Z = (£, )}nz0 by
Zo = FoTe:(Y) (n = 0). (5.18)

Note that, since g is homogeneous,

E[12.P] = (P (ki) [uldn) [f e TP (n20)

; (5.19)
= (P () 2 = s

Let Fp :=a(Y, &m : m < n) (n = 0) be the o-field generated by Y and the process £ up to
time 1 = (). Then, since f € H',

E[Znn|Fal =Y P&, i) f o Ti(Y) = D PHen, Gai)f o T,

; | (5.20)
=Y PO, )f e RoTy, = fo Ty, = Zn,

where we have used that
TTix(k) = Tjx(ik) = x(jik) = Tjx (k). (5.21)

Formulas (5.19) and (5.20) show that Z is a square integrable martingale with respect to the
filtration (F,)nz0. It follows that

E1Zus1 — Zal) = El|Zat1P) - El|ZaP]  (n>0). (5.22)

By (5.19), E[|Z,|% does not depend on n (in fact, Z is stationary) and therefore Z,, = Zy as.
for all n = 0. Since {i € A : PI(0,i) > 0} generates A and the starting point k is arbitrary,
this is possible anly if f = f o T; a.s. for all § € A. This proves that H = H'.

The rest of the proof is standard (compare the proof of Von Neumann's mean ergodic
theorem in [Kre85, Theorem 1.1.4]). Note that

TTjz(k) = Tia(ik) = z(jik) = Tjia (k). (5.23)

Since H = H' and by [Kre85, Lemma 1.1.3], the orthogonal complement H L of H is the closure
of the space span{h —Sh : h € L*(p)}. If m, are probability distributions on A satisfying (1.36)
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and f = h — Sh, then

”Zn'ﬂ{}foj ||#J_||Zﬂ'n{.t}hoi _Zﬂnm ZP*({: fheTy) o T,
—||Zﬂ'ﬂ{f}hoi —ZP{:; z}:'r {f}hoiw”f‘?

—||Zfrn{:+hof —Z Zf’(k iymn(i))ho Til
_||Z xﬂ(}—hﬂ(}huu ﬁleni}—Prn(}lllfofllpa

= I?Tn = Prn||[h]lp2 — 0.
(5.24)
By approximation, || 3, m, (i) foTi||p2 — Oforall f € HY. On the other hand, 3, m,(i)f oT; =
f for all f € H. It follows that 3. w, (i) f o T; converges in L*{pt) to the orthogonal projection

of f on H, which equals the conditional expectation of f given T. |

The following simple consequence of Theorem 7 is actually all that we need it for. Here =

denotes convergence in probability.

Lemma 31 (Positive density of occupied sites) Assume that Y is an M'-valued random
variable with a homogeneous nontrivial law, and assume that ¢, € [0, 1 satisfy |da| — oc and

(6w — Pénl/|dn] = 0. Then (¥ A1, ¢n) B co.

Proof Set p := L£(Y) and define f € L) by f(z) := z(0) A 1 (z € NY). Let F := E[f|T)
be the conditional expectation (with respect to i) of f given T. Note that if p({F € D}) =0
for some measurable D) < [0,0c), then the conditioned measure p(A|F € D) := p(AN{F €
DY)/ u({F € D}) is homogeneous and F is also (a version of ) the conditional expectation of f
given T with respect to the conditioned measure.

Since g is nontrivial, F' > 0 a.s. ). For assume that p({F < 0}) = 0. Then the conditioned
measure fi := p(- |F < 0) is homogeneous and satisfies [(x(0) A 1)fi(dx) = [ F(x)a(dz) < 0,
and therefore @ = &y, which contradicts the assumption that ;i is nontrivial.

Define probability distributions on A by m, := ¢, /|¢,|. Theorem 7 shows that

(D ma(i)foTi > ef2|[F>e) -1 asn—oc Ve >0 (5.25)

i

Since |¢n| — oc it follows that

(> pa(i)foTizM|F2e) =1 asn—cc ¥e>0, M <. (5.26)
Therefore
liminf 4( Y du(i)f o Ti = M) > p(F 2 ) Ve>0, M < cx. (5.27)

Since F = 0 a.s. [p] and (Y AL ¢,) =3, ¢ (i) f o Ty(Y'), we arrive at the claim in Lemma 31.8



5.3 Convergence to the upper invariant measure

In this section we complete the proof of Theorem 4, started in Section 1.5, by proving Lemma 6.
We start with some preparatory lemmas. Throughout this section, P(i,j) is the transition
kernel defined by

P(i,j) = palé,j), where |a| ;=) a(i,j) Vi€ A (5.28)
3

Our first lemma is just a simple observation.

Lemma 32 (Zero thinning) Let Y, be N-valued random wvariables and ¢, € [0,1]%. If
(Yo, a) 2 00, then P[Thin, (¥,) = 0] — 0.

Proof Just note that (1 — gy)¥n = et¥nlosll=¢n)) < ¢=¥nén) gince log(z) < 2 -1 (2 = 0).
Thus, (Yo, ¢n) %, oc implies P[Thing, (Yn) = 0] = E[(1 — ¢a)™] — 0. ]

Combining Lemmas 31 and 32 we are almost at the statement in Lemma 6. We must only
show that by letting the process X run during a time interval of length 1, we can get rid of the
assumption from Lemma 31 that |¢, — Pea|/|dn| — 0.

For any finite A C A, let £2 = (£7), >y be the continuous time Markov process in A U {t}
with the following description: For i, j € A, £2 jumps from i to j with rate ali, j). Moreover,

£ jumps from any site i to the cemetary point T with rate

d+ Y ali,j). (5.29)
FEAVA
In other words, £ is the underlying motion of the (a, b, e, d)-braco-process, which is additionally

killed with rate d in any point ¢ € A and killed immediately outside A.

Lemma 33 (Lower estimate with killed random walks) Assume that A C A is finite,
0e A, and that
€a = min Pied =0] > 0. (5.30)

Let A C A be a set such that the sets aA := {ai i € A} with a € A are disjoint. Let X be the
(. b, ¢, d}-braco-process and define

1 forac A,
Y{a} — {iXp 1aa)520} {5‘:_“}
0

otherwise,
Then £{X1) = L(Thin., (Y)).

Proof We can estimate {X;)=o from below by a process of independent particles, one in each
set aA with @ € A that contains at least one particle of X, where the particle in aA jumps from

i € aA to j € aA with rate a(i, j), is killed with rate d in every site, and is killed immediately



outside aA. The particle in a/A has a probability of at least =5 to be in a at time 1, and

therefore X; can be estimated from below by a random variable £ of the form

Xadlixg i: for o« € A,
Z(a) 1= { {{ X Lan)#£0} (5.32)

0 otherwise,

where the {ya}aca are independent {0, 1}-valued random variables, independent of X, with

Plx, = 1] = =a. This says that Z is an = -thinning of Y. "

Lemma 34 (Smooth probability distributions) There erist probability distributions m,
on A such that lim, .o [T — Pmp| =0, such that Ay, := {i € A: ma(i) = 0} is finite, 0 € A,
ani

€ = min Pigt=0>0 (5.33)

for all n.

Proof Set 7, := % ZIJ‘, P*5y. It is easy to see that |fin — Pin| <2/n. Set A" :={i: 3k >

0 s.t. P*(i,0) > 0}. Note that the 7, are concentrated on A. We will show that it is possible

to choose finite Ay T A’ such that

min PPt =01>0 Vk>0. (5.34)
S

(1S

Then, for fixed n, 14,4, 7, | 0 and therefore
(1= P)(1aa, )| 10 and |Iga,®n| L0 as kT oc. (5.35)
We can choose k(n) such that
(1 = PY{Lyyay @)l € 5 and |1y, %l < 7 (5.36)

Put m, := 1a, . Tn/|1a, . Tnl. Then the m, are finitely supported, the £, in (5.33) are positive,

and

(1= PYlayg ol _ (L= PYEal +1(1 = P)lsay, ol _ 2071 40"

(5.37)
We are left with the task of showing that there exist Ay T A’ such that (5.34) holds. By (5.28),
PJ"{-i._{i} = 0 if and only if there exist ig, ..., such that iy = i, iy = 0, and alin_1,in) = 0

|Tn — Prn| =

|l‘ﬂ'k[r|]ﬁﬂ| = 1= |l."l."|..ﬂ.k[n] :Frﬂl 1 - ]‘1_1

¥Yn =1,..., k Therefore, if we put

k
Ap:=|J {i:Fo,....,0 8t. 40 =4, i1 =0, a(in_1,%) > } ¥n=1,...,1}, (5.38)
=i
then it is not hard to see that Ay, T A’ and (5.34) holds. ]
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Lemma 35 (Sparse thinning functions) Assume that ¢ € [0, 1]Y satisfy |dm| — oc. Let
Ay C A be finite, and let =, = 0 be positive constants. Then there exist finite sefs A, C A such
that the sets aA, with a € A, are disjoint and there exist m{n) — oc such that

En Z rnﬁ'm[n}{a} — 00 A8 T — DO, (539}
acdn

Proof Set 'y, := {ij~! : 4, j € Ay }. Note that iA,, and jA, are disjoint if and only if i & jT,,.

Choose m(n) — oc fast enough such that

: n|Tx|
|Pm(ny| = Tl (5.40)
Zn
Choose inductively af, aj, ... € A such that
ke
P (n) 8SSUMES its maximum over A, U ai 'y in aj q. (5.41)
=1

Set BY := afl'y, and BY , := aE_'_l[‘ﬂ\Uf:l a; . Then |¢p iyl = Y5, > ac iy Pmn)(a) and
i By qt}m(ﬂ}(a} =< |, |q&m(ﬂ}{.—1}§}. Therefore, we can choose k(i) large enough such that

o | Do)
Z %(ﬂf} = % |F | . {5'42}
k=1 L

It follows from (5.40) and (5.42) that An := {af,... a},,} satisfies

k(n} .
: . n Eﬂlfpm n |
n Z Grm(m) (@) = €n E :%(%} = T[l} Znf2 — occ. (5.43)
acAn I=1 i

Proof of Lemma 6 Assume that ¢, < [0, l]"L satisfy |¢m| — oc. Choose A, s, as in

Lemma 34 and A,,m(n) as in Lemma 35. Define

T (1) = malai) (i€ A ,ac€ Ay), (5.44)
and put
Wn = En Z qﬁm(n}(a’}?ﬂ;‘ (5.45)
acdn

Then 1, € [0, l]"L since the ) are supported on the sets ad,, which are disjoint. Moreover,

[$al = €0 Sac s, Smimy(a) — 00 by Lemma 35, and

Pn— Gal/ ol S n 3 Gmia@)|P78 — 781/ 14] = PR — 7] 0, (5.46)
acdn

by Lemma 34. Therefore, by Lemma 31, {(Xy A 1, ¢%) oA oo, i.e.,

En Y Ommyla){Xo AL mh) L (5.47)
acA,
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Define

1 : . for a € An,
gy vefneteitlt (5.48)
otherwise.
Since (XA l,75) < Y(a) (a € Ay), (5.47) implies
; P
En I::Yﬂ, rpm[ﬂ}} — 00 {5—19}
By Lemma 32, it follows that
P[Thin,, 4, (Ya) =0] — 0. (5.50)
Theretore, by Lemma 33,
P[Thing, . (X,) = 0] < P[Thing, (Thin., (¥,)} = 0] — 0. (5.51)

We have proved that if ¢, £ [0, 1]* satisfy |¢,,] — oc, then there exists a subsequence Pra(n)
such that P[Thing  (Xi) = 0] — 0. Now if ¢, € [0,1]" satisty |¢pn| — oc, then every
subsequence ¢, of the ¢, contains a further subsequence ¢ such that P[’l‘l1in¢:{X =0 =0.
This implies that P[Thing (X3)=0] — 0. |
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