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This is the last in a series of six papers reporting on changes in the level of living in rurgl West Bengal as reflected
in the results of a resurvey of howseholds in villages of Bordhaman, Birbhum and Purulia districts. In this paper
the authors report some residis obtained on chenpes in fousing conditions gnd the level of consumpion for sample
households ofassified by ocoupation groups and caste-tribe identifies.

iM our earlier communications {(wide
references), we have reported the resudts of
a resurvey of villages and houschelds on
several aspects of level of living in oumat arcas
of thrce districts of West Bengul—
Bardhaman, Birbhum and Purulia, Except
for the fourth paper of the scrics, 1 ¢, the
paper on ‘Consumer Durables, Clothing and
Footwear® [£FPKR, Octoher 31, 1987), we
reporied the findings for the population as
a whale In the fourth paper, that relating
ta consumer dutables, we repoded Lhe cesalls
for g number of socio-ecanmnic rroups. We
found that there has been some improve-
ment in the stocks of consumer durables
marbicularfy among the white-collar workers
as well as amoang bhouseholds possessing
larper amount of land as well as for non-
scheduled castefteibe households. In this
PAPEr we report some cesults oblained
through the resurvey on chatges in houasing
conditions and the levael of consumption for
sample households classitied by occuparion
groups. and caste-tribe identities. It mav be
noted that such an analysis is not possible
in ¢ase of social consumption, as data on
social consumprion have been collooted
mainhv through village schedules filled up
by interviewing some selected knowledgeahle
respondents, 1details of the survey design
“were presented in the first rwo communica-
tions.

HOUSING CONDITIONS

Tables 1 and 2 presemc & comparative
meture of housing conditions for households
classified by occupation and caste-tribe
identity respectively, [n examining housing
conditions, we considercd the number of
ripms, the area of rooms (i e, floor space)
and the tvpe of structure' (viz puoca, scmi-
puecve and faref) of the dwellings occupied
by the sample hogsehold, In our carlier
paper on housing  conditions (EPH]
September 5-12, 1987), we reported @
deretioration in housing standards for the
population as a whole

Table 1 shows the per capita and per
househorld availability of rooms and floor
space during F973-Td angd IYRS-BA by
occupation graups. It appears that both the
per capita and per houschold floor space
and nuber of reoms have declined vver the
L2-vear pecicd [or all the occupation groups
except whitecollar workers. For white-collar
workera, the number of raums per house-
hold as well as per person have marginally
increascd, whereas floor space per
houschold or per person bas marginally
decreased. Thues, for white-collar workers the
howsing standards do not show any clear
deterioration 35 abserved in the case of the
other ocrupational groups. Ay [or howse-
holds grouned by the caste-tribe identity, the

housing standands ane found to have deterio-
ratcd for all thc_gmups considered (Table 2).

As Table 3 shows, i1 is the white-collar
workers who have largely reported changes
in their structure of dwellings from &archs
ta puced ar semi-geeecs and from semi-prcce
it puce@, AT Opposite picture, viz, changes
from semi-purceg 1o katcka and from pucca
10 semi-preea ar ketche was ohserved inthe
case of tepants, agricultural labowrcrs,
artisans gnd retail traders. As may be obser-
ved in Table 4, houscholds kelonging to
scheduled casies and scheduled iribes largely
repored changes in 1theic struciure of dwell-
ings Trom semi-precg or pueece 1o kadcha,
What comes out very clearly is that improve-
ment of howsing conditions has taken place
largely amone white-collar workers, and
peaple belonging 1o non-schedul®d casics
and tribes. For the weaker section of the
population, the housing standard seems to
have woesened berween 1973-74 and 1985-86.

PRIVATE COMSUMPBTION

Wi face some major difficolties in the
treatment of this pare becavse ol most of
the dara are in value rerins and there are oo
satisfactory means of inferring the changes
in rcal terms. Table 5 presents for the
occupation groups considered before the par
capita consumption expendicure in the [wo

Tapir 10 Hovsg CoNpiTioxNs By OCcUTaTion GROUPS DURING M55 2B713 RousD (1972-74) AND LIWRISG THC BCSURYEY {19B5-36)

Hausehald M 55 28th Round (§973-T4) Besurvey {I985-548) .
Ckcupalion Mo al  Averape Per HH Per Capita Mo Averape Per HH Per Capita
Sample HH M ot Floor Mo of  Eioar Hample HH Mo of  Flaar Noof | Eloor
Housg- Size Rooms  Space  Rooms  Space  House- Fize Booms  Space Rooms  Space
tuslds {3tk { Sy tuslds {Sgm) {Sgm)
(1% (2 i [E3] (B3] (5] ] -1} %) 14} 1) L2} (13
Ohrnzr-cultivator 352 6.7 3.50 44 43 .53 665 354 X 110 337 047 4.57
Tenant-cultivator 42 549 2.52 27.43 0.43 4.65 57 f.5 1.1% 212 3% 1.26
Agri fahourer, 264 4.5 1.64 1723 0.34 1.6l 314 4.5 1.58 12.94 0.3 2,70
Avrisan, rera
Lraeder S 5.7 .77 1.7 .49 358 a3t 52 2.1z L7141 (k441 17
Mon-whitc-collar
worker B2 5.4 199 21.59 .37 4,07 14 5.8 2402 18,32 36 324
White-vollur
wi her 7l 3.5 286 29,54 .52 333 fill a9 314 2957 .53 4,90
{Mheis 52 13 a7 5,42 .30 3,83 T 23 .72 8] (LArhd .93
All oecuparions 224 5.8 2.62 3073 Q.47 543 1153 5.7 242 224} 142 ER'L]
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periods. One may not conclude that the real
changes in the levels of living of thse dif-
ferent proups are as indicated by the index
in column {5} representing the proportionate
inerease of the tolal per capita consumption
expenditure in money terms. This is for two
reasons. Ong is thar the commodity com-
position is different for the different groups
and thetefore to climinate the price effect

ane wiould requice different index numbers
appropriate for the different groups. How-
ever, no such index numbers are available
As s well known, statistical auihorities in
this counlry publish one index number for
industrial labowrers in some big cities, and
another index number for apricultural
labowrers. This last index numbet is con-
structed in such a way and on the basis of

such flimsy data that it cannot be reated
a5 useful even for agricultural labourers in
any parl of the country, There 15 no ques-
tinn of applying this mdex oumber to the
expenditure figures of awner cultivalars and
therefote there is o tmeans of compariog the
improvements of owner cultivators and
labourers, The same is true of comparison
between any two other groups.

TarLk 2 Houssa CORPITIons 3y CasTE TRIBE IDENTITY oF HOUSEHGLDS DURING NS5 28 0H RouNo (1973-Tdd ann Dunine THE RESURVEY (1953-86)

Liroup M5 5 26th Round (19737 Resurvey (1985-K6)
Noof Average  Fer HHL Per Capita Noof | Average  Per H A Ter Capita
Hample HH Mo of Floar Mo oof Floor  Sample H i Mo of Tloor Mo oof Floor
Homese- hizo Eooms Snace Fooms Space Huuse- S Hoaoms Space Hooms Space
holds {Sgm) {Siqm) holds (Soym) {8gm)
(13 Fiel] EEN {4 (5t (6} (7 (&} v (103) i1 {12} (13)
Scheoduled casng 122 5.1 L.8d 21.52 .33 425 HI7 5.3 1.84% 16,41 0,35 RN
Scheduled tribe al 5.0 1.78 1930 0.35 3.2 51 4.9 1.30 13,16 0,26 2.60
Oebiers 541 f.0 114 368 (.52 6,25 527 6.0 2.84 reood k47 445
All prowps 914 5.8 262 3073 047 545 1153 57 242 220 043 394

Tawmr ¥ PepernTace 0r HousEHOLDE REPORTISNG C11ANGES LN THE STRUCTURE OF DWELLING DUrive, NS5 2808 Boumn (1871-74)
Al DURING THE RESURYEY [THE5-86) sy 0000 panioN CiRours

Househald Occuparicn Mo of i P . lvype of {hanpes
Sample Katcha to Katcha to Semi-Puccas  Semi-puces PUGER G Prcea 1o
Houschold Tacea Semi-puca 1o T'ucca 1o Kalcha Semi-pucca Kulcha
1] L] [ (4] 53] &) 7 8]
Dwner cultivarar 459 5l 6.0 21 154 0.7 23
Temart cultivatoer 57 0.0 0.0 24 7.1 0.0 24
Agricuitural labourer 34 0,3 3.1 a0 69 0.6 1.3
ATtisap, Toiadl frader, ¢y 6 1.3 2.6 1.3 1649 0.0 kX
TNon-while-sollar workes L 4.9 1.6 d.l 121 LA 4,1
White-rollar worker il 51 4.2 1L 127 14 5l
(Mhers i 23 2.3 .0 14 LI 10h
A gecupations 1153 12 4.4 25 121 1.0 24

TasLk 4; PERCENTAGE OF HOUSENOLDS KERFORTING CELANLES 1% THE B reu ruke oF TIwELLING DRING WSS 25Ti0 Roumw (1973-74)
AMT DIURING 1T HE BeStry ey (1985-26) py Cavte avn Trige [DEXTITY OF HoUsCHOLDS

Ciroien No of o . Trpe of Changes I : s

Sample Katcha Karcha 1o Semi-Fucea Seml-pucca Pucca 1o Pucea ta

Haouschalds Pucca Semi-pucca Pucea 1 Katcha Semi-puzea Karcha
{1 (2} 3} [4} (5} hy i (5t
Hcheduled casig 407 1.0 24 1.7 ol 10 12
Scheduled Liibe =3 LI i 0a Q.4 XN 1.9
CHhers a3 4.8 4.5 32 L4.1 1.0 3.2
All groups 1153 2 4.0 25 12.1 1.0 24

Padie 50 Averacsk P Cavira ConsUmrTion FER 30 Davs Buriac NaS 2705 Rouwn (1972-73) akn RESURYEY (L955-581 1M KUR AL AREAS

HY CICCUPATII M CTREN, S

Howsehald Oczupation Mo of Sample Houreholds Fer Lapica Coansumption [ndes of Engels Ralio
1972-73 1985-K6  Fxpendimre at Current Preices Coowth 19727 7 T T9ME-RG
in Rs 0.00 Col {51700l {4)
197273 19H5-K

(1t (2] 3 {4] (5 {m il (8}
Crwner qultivargr 143 194 d6.HT 105,24 2.25 0.7% {73
Tenant cullivarcr 4 r 4705 5712 207 0.7% {130
Apricultural labourer 114 03 2360 72.40 307 .BS .78
Artisan and retail crader 41 &3 34.50 10,36 3,02 0.7% .74
Mom white-callar waorks: al 110 10,49 106.E1 3.3y (.53 .78
White-collar worker 33 42 £1.58 157,24 2493 0.7% .64
Others 57 42 2821 105.71 374 0.84 .80
All oeecupations 40k Tl 17.HK 95.97 2.51 0.B0 (.75
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Ancother serious problem s given rise to
by the fact thar in the NS5, hame consump-
tion, principally of food items, is impoted
at harvest prices whereas the purchased
items are valued at retail prices which also
change over time. This creates a serions pro-
blem for any comparison between owner
cultivarors and tcoanes and other social
groups, That is because a large pare of the

food consumption by owner celtivators and
tenants 15 from home produced goods, Apri-
cultural labourers are also affected to the
extent that a part of their wages is paid in
kind and that past is valued at harvest price.
It may safely be inferred that when compar-
tng with other social groups the total expen-
diture figure for owner cultivators and
tenants iz undercstimated, but one docs not

TAdLE & BaMxixe oF DierERENT QOO UPATIONAL GROUPS BASDD ON Excels RaTios

1972-T3

1935-46

1 agricultural fabourers, noon-agriculiural
labourers and others”

2 Aruisans and traders, tepants and owner
cultivarars

1 Whire-collar workers

1 Agriculoural labourers, non-agriculturai
fabaurers, tenants, and 'ochers'
2 Artisans and traders,

3 Owoner cullivalors
4 White-collar workers

TABLE 7! AVERASE PCR CAPITA CONSUMPTION OF CEREALS 10TY: PER 10 Davs DURING MN5%
2770 Bowsn (1972-73) sy BESURVEY {1965-80) v BURAL ARGAS Br O cuparian CIRGLES

Household _Ma of Sample Houschelds Consumption Fer Person
Ocewpalion 197273 19R5-36 Per A0 Days
Cereals Quantity (K
1472-73 1WH3-Ré
(] (23 (3} {4 (=)
Owener cultvaror 143 194 1702 15806
Tenant cultivator 19 k]| 15.7% 14,77
Agricultuzal lahomirgg 236 08 19.40 13.06
Artisan and rerail teader 43 a3 13.04 14.31
Noo-white-collar worker 6l 116 11.56 14,84
White-callar worker 1 42 15,78 1631
Ohers 7 42 12.64 14.56
All veeupations 5492 T 14.42 14,42

Tam £ PROCORTION OF HouscHo! a8 Repnsmine FERD CONSUMPTION oF C GRTAIN %61 ECTER Foon

ITEMy ¥y COCCUTATION GROTPS

Howseliold Cocupation hTilk Sugar Meal Fish

in 2] (3 (41 {51
Owner cultivator x5 1.5 8.7 7.2
Tenant cultivalor 514 ] T 16,8
Agricullural lahourgr 330 L0} HEA 16.6
Arcisan and rerail wader 41.5 4,3 7.2 124
MNon-white-collar worker 553 0.9 4 1.4
White-cotlar warker ERE: 14.3 3.4 L
{Mhers 451 5,1 554 26.1
All accuparions aiba 1.4 592 12.%

knowr the degree of undercstimation.

This problem of different prices for dif
ferent groups making difficulties for com-
parisons may be partly circumvented by
taking recourse to the Engels ratio which,
azs we know, is a zood indicator of the level
of living, The ratiks for the different groups -
are also presenled in Table 5. Basing our-
selves on Lhese catios and keeping in mind
the undecastimation affecting owner culti-
vators and tenants and 1o a lesser extent
agricullural labourers, our best guess abaout
the rankings at the wo end periods is
presented in Table 6.

If owr reading s correct then white-collar
workers were at the top of the scale in both
the petiods. Owner cultivators improved
theit relative position over artisans and
rraders as well as tenants. Among these throe
groups there were no sharp differences in the
imitial period. Labourers both agricultnral
and non-apcicultural and the residoal
category of “others” had, it would seem,
about the same standard in both the
periods —the higher money feyre for non.
agricultural labourers and ‘others’ are prob-
ably due o the difference in retadl price and
harvest price that we have rientioned helore,
The tenants seem to have clearly fallen
hechind from heing more or less at the same
Tewel as owner cultivators they descended to
the level of labourers.

Some more information abour the dif-
fereotial levels of living cao be obtained frar
the figures of cereals conswmption which
was collected in gquamlity erms (Table 7).
The ranking bere is different and that is o
be expecled, Cereal consumpeicn 15 some-
thing Lhat is oot a very sensitive indicarar
of lewvel of bOving. Apticultural and non-
agricultural labourers as well as ‘others” con-
sume the least at both the end periods.
White-collar workers and ownet cultivators
likewise consume the most at both those
periods. However, the ranking between these
two top catepories gets changed over the
period. The per capita consumption for
owner cultivators actuatly decreases while in
thé case of white-collar workers il ingreascs,
This may not however be interpreted as
indicating a decrease in the level of living
of owner cultivators, nenher in absalute

TaBLe ¥ Proroxmon OoF HOUSENOLDS REPORTING IMURFASE: DECHEASE 1N CONSUMPTION 0F CERTAIN 58120 TEDR FoQn [TEMS AND PER CAPITA
ConsLarrion ExreNiTORE (FCE)Y bY (o paTion GRoupsy

Househald bk ___ Hugar Meat Fish FCE
Consuumption Decrease  lncrewse  Decrease  Increase  Decréase  Inerease  Decrcasc  ncrease  Decrease  Lncrease
(1 2 3 {4 13] (5] (7 {8} ) 10} (11}

Owner cultivator 247 4,7 16,9 567 37 16,0 294 536 5.5 49,5
Tenarnt cultivator 23,3 233 11.3 LEN | 25.6 33 6.6 306 ofL0 4.0
Apriculiural

lahoure; 4.5 59 8.5 719 52 549 24,1 47 8.4 K
Avrtisan and cetait

trader 242 72 17.1 hd,3 228 120 343 428 44,3 5.7
Man-white-callar

workelr a1 EEX 16.4 56,3 16.3 A 0.9 &1.B 4010 G0}
White—ollar worker 7.9 4.0 321 4.2 2.4 304 321 AT &65.1 3.2
(thers 17 26.0 174 43,5 E.6 26.0 26101 416 390 609
AR occupations 138 2314 14,4 67.2 14.% 13.7 26,5 538 45.1 544
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1S nor in relation to white-collar workers,
That 15 because, vwner cullivalacs conswne
corenls at the sateration level and tor them
it may well hehave as an inferior commodity,
The decrease ur quantity rerms of cereals
consumplion by enants bowevar requices to
be inerprered differcnily: it suggests an
absolure decline in their level of living.
Spme mete infermation may be extracted
from the proportion of respondents, repoT-
Ling zoro consumption of a selected nueriber
of iterms both at the Beginning and at the
end periods and this may be used for odeging
the relative standards of ditferent groups
{Tahlc ®). The placiog of agricaltural and
non-agricultural labourers and ‘others’ ag the
bottom receives conlivmation. The position
of owner cultivators and  white-collar

warkers at the top also gers confirmation.
The olher catepories he in between.

TFill row, we have alked about cach social
atoup as if it were a homogenenus unil. As
a matter of face each geoup seems to be
divided amongst thase who bave improved
thelr levels of living and those who have
booome worse off. Fable 9 presents figures
o these divisions in respect of toal per
CcamIa consumprion exponditure as well as
the individual items considercd in lable 4.

We oow prosent some mesyles for a <f-
ferent scheme of gronping. We have divided
the respondents berween scheduled 1ribes,
scheduled caste Hindus and ‘others” [V we
keep in mind that scheduled caste and
scheduled tribe people are mostly lahourers
andd the “‘others’ inglude the bulk of awoer

TABLE 10: AviRACGE PER CapiTa CoNsUMPTION PER 38 Davs Dusise NSS 21010 Boowe {1972-71)
AMIF REsUevEy (19B5-88) 15 HURAL Aneas gy CasTETRIBE IDE01Ty oF HOGSEHOLDS

[dentity No of Sample Per (Capita Index of _ Lngels Ratia
Households Lonsumption Growth  1%72-71  |9535-E6
1972-T3  19R5-35 Expendilure al Cal (5
Current Prices Ry Col (4)
[97E73 198556
__[E_)_ ; (2) 43 1a) (3] LL3] [T {8)
Seheduled caste 269 129 22.94 B72 ia2 (.81 T3
Srheduled Lribe 92 44 3339 5726 262 {+51 0,73
(thers 231 a7 da.63 100,76 2.5 0.7 .75
All grouyps o2 T IT.5E 9892 261 (.80 0.7s

Tawr 1] AvEracE PER CAPMITA CONSUMPTION OF CrErEaLs gy PER 30 Days DURInG MNSS
27TH RoUND {1972-73) an0 ROSURYEY (19R5-30) 1N BUkAL AKEAS BY CASTE TRIRE LDENTITY
oF HOUSEHOLDS

1denrity e of Sample Housghalds Consumplion Per Person
1972-73 1985-86 Per 30 Days
Cergals Quantity (Kgh
197273 19E5.36
in (2} [ (4} {5
Scheduled casce 264 3 160,39 1363
Scheduled tribe a2 4 14,36 13,87
Others 23l 77 15.30 1500
All graups 542 TIH) 14,43 14.42

TabLE 12! PROPORETIOM OF HOUSEROLDS BERPCRNING TR0 ComsLnerion oF CeRra s SELECTRD
Foon [TLMs BY CASTE TRIBE LDENTITY OF HOUSEIWOLDS

Identity Milk Sugar Mear Fish

L] (23 (] (4 {31
Scheduled caste 3.3 HE& 87 L6
Scheduled tribe L0 o [ 21,4
(dhers 41.0 4 S5 1.9
All graups fillh 10.4 fip 2 1X4

cultivators and white-collar workers then th.
informaticn presencad in Tables 10, 10, 12
and 13 are consistent with Tables 5, 7, § and
9, Howevar what is of striking interest in
thesc scts of rtables is the higher initial posi-
tion of scheduled tribes in relation to
scheduted caste Himdus and their losing that
gdvantage in course af the 13 yvear period.
An alarming paintl 1 oote is Lthe decrease
in the per capila cercal consumpiion by
scheduled tribe peaple, By no means can
cereals Be treated as an infertor pood for this
categpary. Ay such, this redoction in cereals
consumption warmistakably redleces a real
dirmnution of 1be level af living of scbeduled
Lribes.
Notes
L L1 is based oo a joint considecstion of the
malerisls wsed for rood, walls and floor. MNSS
definitinsng of the three tyres af strustures
have heen follewed, Pyoca houses ace those
wlhers both walls and el are made of owvwen-
burnt bricks, stone, cement comgratg,
jackbosrd (cement plasterad tecdsy and
timber, Tiles, galvamsed icon or asbesios
censtenl stieets wsed 11 reka Fs are also roparded
a% pced materials. A osemi-peeea honse is
anc which is not puced but where either
plineh o wall o1 raaf is ade of ovenburnt
bricks, stones, cement cancrete or timhber. A
Katcha house is one whaee the walls, roof and
plinth gre @ made al uoburnt bricks,
hamboo, mud, grass or leaves, reeds andor
thatch.

2 1 he authars are gratgful to the autharities

of the NS5 organisation, gpovernment af
[ndiz, [or supplying Ihem nevessary infor-
mativn including houschold liscs and filled
un schedules of W55 27th and 28th round
enguiries on consumer expenditure and
lousing condilions, respectively.
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ldentiry Milk Sugar Meat . __Fish —_—- . PCE_
Decrease  Increase  Decrease  Increase  Decrease [ocrease Decrease [nerease Decrease  Increase

() {2 (3 (4} (%) (6] 07 {8 (9) (1 (11

Hcheduled caule U 16.7 9.4 T5.4 Ta fi.4 26.4 s5.0 41.1 SH.9

Scheduled rribe {4t 1.4 b6 S d 9.5 {0 274 4.4 A1.5 5

Oibers Wz 3.3 19,6 Bl.6 28 225 26.6 €43 495 0

All proups 136 214 144 6.2 149 137 26.5 539 45.1 544
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